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6 = WE fable of Eſop „aue wer 
deen eſteemed the beſt lefſons for 
youth, as being "well adapted to convey 
tie moſt uſeful maxims, in a very agree- 
able manner. Accurdi ngly, many writs 
ters both in bene e have en- 
deavoured to clothe; them im an Engliſh 
dreſs. It would ill become the Author of 
this work to animadvert upon their la- 
bours: but he thinks it may be ſaid with 
truth, and de alſo hopes with modeſty, 
that nothing of this kind, which has-been 
publiſhed im proje, can juſtly er 
. him from the. preſent undarfakmg...."\ 

In forming this — 1 has 121 
deavoured to ee two fepas 
rate * the reſpectibe able, of 


1 


* 
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the earlier and later mythologiſts; and 3 3 
he truſts it will not be found that he has 25 
often. been miſtalen in ü his diſtribution, © 7 
though an error of that kind might Ber. 
haps appear of no great importams, 1 
| principal aim was to ſeleft_ ſuck Fables | 
9 as would make the ſtrongeſt and moſt. uſe- 
ul impreſſions on the minds of youth; 
EA end then to offer them in ſuch unajfetied 
A language, as might have ſome tendency 
to improve their ſtyle. If in this he ſhould 
be allowed to have at all fucceeded; the 
work, it is preſumed,. will not be unſer- 
viceable to young readers, nor wholly uns 
F . entertaining to % of maturer Judg- 
ment. Nit | 11 Jo <3: 
To thſe, be Tas ventured lo add a 
third Book confiting entirely of original 9 
Fables; and die gers it to the public with 
all the diffidence which ought to accompa- 
* euery modern * , aps 


. pears 


7 
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L ears in conjundtion with writings of eſta- 

' bliſhed Wpuutation Indeed, whatever hopes 

he has, that the preſent work may be 
favourably received, ariſe chiefly from 
66 Mederation, that he has den aſ- 

ed in it by gentlemen of the moſt diflin- 
guiſhed abilities; and that ſeveral, both 
of the old and new Fables, are not writ- ' 
ten by hamſelf, but by authors, with whom 
it is an honour to be connefed; and who 
having condeſcended to favour him with 
their aſſiſtance, have given him an op- 
portunity of making ſome attonement for 
his own defefts. . 

T he life of Eſop prefixed to this col- 
lection, is taken from Monſ. de Me- 
ziriac, & very learned and ingenious 

» Frenchman; who being Miſguſted with 
the groſs forgeries of ®that tying monk 
Planudes, publiſhed in 1632, the beſt 
account he could collect from ancient 

a 3 writers 


1 
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ſertation on Eſop's Fables, makes muti 


voured in ſome meaſure to corre the lan- 


thors, particularly. from Boyle's and 


. 


writers of good authority. But this littlitigy* 

book, ſoon after became ſo.extremely Header þ 2 ö 
that Monſ. Bayle, in he firſt edition 
of his dictionary, laments he never couldy. 


get a fight of it; Dr. Bentley e 1 


the ſame complaint; nor does it appear 
that Sir Roger Leſtrange or Dr. Crox- 
al, ever ſo much as heard of Meziriac's 
name. The work indeed in the original 
has continued equally ſcarce to this day; 
but an Engliſh tranſlation of it falling 
into the writer's hands, he hath endea- 


guage; adding notes from ſeveral au- 


Bentley's controverſy on the ſubject; and 
he is perſuadedythat the judicious reader 
will not condemn him for adopting it, 
inſtead of the fiflitious and abſurd rela- 
tion of Planudes. 
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ANCIENT WRITERS. 
By Monſ. DE MEZIRIAC. 


Tranſlated into ENGLISH. * 
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c HA P. I. 
M the place of his birth. 


6 happened to Homer, the prince of Gre- 
cian poets, that the place of his nativity 
was never certainly known; and it would 
be as difficult to aſcertain the country which 


gave birth to Eſop, ſo much have ancient 


authors differed alſo upon this ſubject. Some 


have thought him a * Lydian, born in the 


city of Sardis, the capital of that kingdom; 


others have believed he drew his origin from 


the ifland of Samos. Some have main- 
taiged that he was a 3 Thracian, of the city 
of Meſembria: but 4 authors are now, for 
the moſt part, agreed, that he was a native 
of Phrygia, either of Amorium, or 5 Co- 
tiæum, both towns in the ſame province. 
However, as it may be allowable to conjec- 
ture on a point ſo dubious, I imagine they 
who have thought him a Lydian, or a Sa- 


* 
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mian, have grounded their opinion on the -4þ1 8 

probability of his being born in one of theſe 

places where he ſpent the g greateſt part of „ 

life; and 'tis certain, chaten during his ſlave- of 

ry, his common habitation was in the _ 3 | 

iſland of 7 Samos; and after he was made 

free, he lived almoſt wholly i in the court of 

Crœſus king of Lydia. But though this 

opinion is not totally deſtitute of a plauſible 

appearance, the probability of his being a 

8 Phrygian, as it is founded on the common 
conſent of many ancient writers, and ſup- 

ported by the moſt credible authority, is 

now generally received and eſtabliſhed. 


NOTES. 


Maximus Tyrius, Diſſert. XX. 2 Suidas. 3 The 
Scholiaſt on Ariſtophanes. Heraclides in Gronov. T he. 
Græc. Tom. VI. p. 2827. 4 Maximus Tynus. 
Difſert. XXXIII. Lucian's True Hiſtory, Book IT. 
Stobaeus, Suidas. A. Gellius. Phaedrus, 5 Planudes. | 
6 Suidas. Fabricius, Jamon at leaſt, wet "nt . 
ter, was of this iſland, Stidas ſays expre/lf, that 
Xanthus was a Lydian, Fabricius indeed calls him a 
Samian, but quotes no authority for it, nor can 1 find 
any. 5 Phrygia is a province of Alia Minor. 

| It 
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It may perhaps be acceptable to ſome readers, and 
not improper in tis place, to add a paſſage from the 
learned Mr. Sale, in is notes to the Koran, concerning 


tie Eaſtern fabuliſ Aiman, who has been imagined 
© by ſome, writers to he the ſame perſon with our Eſop. 
Tue Arabian writers, ſays he, affirm that Lokman 


was the ſon of Bauvan, who was the ſon or grandſon of 
a fiſter or aunt of Job; and that he lived ſeveral centu- 
Ties, even to the time of David, with whom he was con- 
ver/ant in Paleſtine. According ta the deſcription they 
give of tus perſon, he muſt have been deformed enough; 
for they ſay he was of a black complexion, (whence ſome. 


call kim an Ethiopian) with thick lips, and ſplay feat: 


but in return, he received from God, wiſdom and elo- 
quence, in a great degree; which, ſome pretend, were 
given him in a viſion, on his making choice of wiſdom 
preferable to the gift of prophecy, either of which were 
offered him. T he generality of the Mohammedans there- 


fore hold him to have been no prophet, ö 


man. As to his condition, they ſay he was a ſlave, but 
oblag his liberty on the following occaſion. His 
Maſter daving one day given him a bitter melon to eat, 
he paid him ſuch exact ww e eat it all; at which 
his being ſurpriſel⸗ ad him, How he could 
eat ſo bitter a fruit? To Mich he replied, It was no 
wonder, that he ſhould for once accept a bitter fruit 
from the ſame hand from which he had received ſo many 
favours. The commentators mention ſeveral quick re- 
partes 


4 
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partees of Lokman, which, together with the circum- 
ſtances above mentioned, agree ſo well with what Maxi 
mus Planudes had written of ſap, "Uhat from thence, - Va 
and from the fables- attributed Lokman by the Ori- 7 
entals, the laſt has been generally ought to be no other 
than the Efop of the Greeks, However that be, (for T4 
think the matter will bear a diſpute) I am of opinion 
that Planudes borrowed great part of his life of Eſop, 
from the tradition he met with in the Eaſt concerning 
Lokman, concluding them to have been the ſame perſon, 
becauſe they were both ſlaves, and ſuppoſed to be the wri- 
ters of thoſe fables which go under their reſpeflive names, 
and bear a great reſemblance to one another ; for it has 
long been obſerved by learned men, that the greater part 
ef that monk's performance is an abſurd romance, and 
ſupported by no evidence of ancient writers. 

Sale's Koran. p. 335. 


A collection of Lokman's fables may be found in Er- 
penius's Arabic Grammar, between thirty and forty in 
number, printed in Arabic, with a Latin tranſlation. 
T hey very much reſemble the fables of Eſop, and have 

moſt of them been inſerted in our collections: particu- 
| larly, the Stag drinking The old Man and Neath — 
T he Hare and the Tortoiſe—T he Sun and the Wind 
— with many others, all of which are in Erpenius s col- 
leftion, under the name of Lotman. The fables of Pil- 


þay, 
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Pay, the other Eaſtern, are of quite a different caſt, long, 
"tedious, and frequently interwoven one with another. I 
have inſerted in this collection, only one fable from Fil- 


þay, The Falcon g Hen. in the ſecond bool. 


"IF 
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C HAP. . 1 
WS * . W 6-4 


0 his perſon, talents] and 7 Ripofon. . Wi 


IS allowed by all, bat Eſop was a 
flave from bis youth, and that in 
this condition, he ſerved ſeveral maſters : 
but I am ignorant where Planudes has au- 
thority for aſſerting that he was the moſt 
deformed of all men living, exactly reſem- 
bling Homer's Therſites; I find no * anci- 
ent author who thus deſcribes him. What 
Planudes adds, that the word Eſop ſignifies 
the ſame with AEthiop, and was given him 
on account of the blackneſs of his viſage, 
may be very juſtly contradicted: for though 
ſome grammarians are of opinion, that from 
the verb actho, which ſignifies to ſcorch, 
and from the noun obs, which ſignifies vi- 
ſage, the word AEthiop may be formed; yet 
we learn from Euſtathius, that aetho (in the 
future aeſo) ſignifies to ſhine, as well, as to 
burn; and that ops with an o long ſignifies 
the eye: ſo that the name Eſop ſigtifies a 
mart with ſparkling eyes. Neither do I give 
credit 


* 


iT. 


1 
If * 


* 
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ne to theſame author, when he * that 


| Eſop had ſuch an ĩimpediment in his tongue, 


8 


that he could fe utter articulate ſounds; 

as he ſeems to attributed this imper- 
fetion to him, only to have ſome ground 
for the fabulous wie which he after- 


wards gives, of Fortune's appearing to him 


in a dream, and beſtowing on him the giſt 
of ſpeech. Altogether as void of probability 
is the ſtory which Apollonius tells in 2 Phi- 
loſtratus ; «that Mercury, having diſtributed 


to other perſons the knowledge of all the 


ſciences, had nothing left for Eſop but the 
art of making fables, with Which he en- 
dowed him. But a principal reaſon which 
prevents me from allenting to what, Planu- 
des. adyances, is, that it, cannot be ſupported 


by authority from any s ancient author: on 


the contrary, tis aſſerted in a Greek frag- 
ment of his life, found in the works of Aph- 
thonius, that Eſop had an excellent diſpo- 
fition,” and univerſal talents; in particular, 


a great. inclination and aptitude for mulic}' 
not very conſiſtent with his hay- 


which 


ing a bad voice, and being dumb. 
NOTES. 


i 
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r Eſop being reproaabed ſor having und fe * 4 
viſage, anſwered; © Regard not\my.looks, but my mind,” L“ 
Stobæus. The age of StobgaWiigs uncertain, A he | 

þrobably lived ſome centuries bc Planudes. Actord- 

ing to Fabricius, he lived not long after T hemifttus the 

Philoſopher, who is the lateſt author that he quotes : that 

is, not long after the fourth century. As to Mr. Boylt's 

argument, drawn from the words of Lucian, (fee the 
third note of this chapter) it is of no force. The an. 

cients in general confidered the fables of Eſop as of the 

comic, pleaſant, and laughable kind: the „ 

Ieh Jo (Jays Hyſychius) they called his fables 

2 Book, v. chap. 3. 1 find the ſtory in Bayle, as Gb 

lows. Eſop being a ſhepherd, and feeding his flocks near 

the temple of Mercury, often begged of that god, with 

; ardent vows, the enjoyment of wiſdom, He had a great 

I's number of competitors, and what was the conſequence? 

5 They all went into the temple of Mercury, each carry. 
5 ing rien offerings in their hands, Eſop; who was poor, 
1 was the only one who had nothing valuable to offer. He 
| only preſented a little honey and milk, and ſome flowers, 
which were not ſo much as tied together, Mercury, in 
the diſtribution of wiſdom, regarding the value of the 
offerings, gave to one philoſophy, to anather rhetoric; 
to one aſtronomy, to another poe j and. Pay 
member Eſop till he had fins Med . af Pl 


y td 


The LIFE of ES OP. xv 


recollecling a fable which the Hours had told him in his 
| Fradle, he gait Bfop. the talent of inventing | fables, 
i which was the only Ming left, in the houſe of wiſdom. 
30 all the injuries Jays Dr. Bentley, which Planu- 
des had done to Efop,*that which can leaſt be forgiuen 
him, is, the making ſuck a monſter of him for uglineſs: 
an abuſe that has found credit ſo unwerſally, that all the 
modern painters, fince the time of Planudes, have drawn 
him in the worſt ſhapes and features that fancy could 
invent. But what revelation Nad inis monk about Eſap's 
deformity? For he muſt learn it by dream and viſion, 
and not by ondinary methods of knowledge. He lived |. 
about two thouſand years after kim,” and in all that. trait 
of time not one ſingle author has given the leaſt hint, 
that Eſop was ugly. What credit then can be given to 
an ignorant monk, that broaches a new ſtory after ſo 
many ages? In Plutarch's Convivium our Eſoþ is one | 
of the gueſts, with Solon and the other ſages of Greece: '" 
there is abundance of jeſt and raillery among ſt them, | br 
and particularly upon Eſop; hut nobody drolls upon his = 
ugly face, which could hardly have eſcaped, had he had | 
ſuch a very ugly one. Perhaps you. will ſay, it had been 
rude and indecent, to touch upon a natural imperfeflion, 
Not at all, if done;ſoftly andJoco/iey.' In Plato's Feaſt 
they are very merry uþon Socrates's face, that reſembled 
old Stlennusy and in this, they twit "Eſop for having been 
a ſlave,” which was no more his fault, than deformity 
would have been, T he Athenians ſet up a noble flatue 
b to 
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to his memory: but had he been ſuch a monſter as Pla» 
nudes has made of him, a' ſtatue had been no better, than 
a monument of his uglineſs; it had” been kinder to hi? 
memory to let that alone. T Hels have ſeveral pro- © 
verbs about perſons deformed; ooh, if ſo very ugly, 
had been in the firſt rank of them, eſpecially when his 
ſtatue ſtood there, to put every body in mind of it, He 
was a great favourite of Craſus king of Lydia; who em- 
ployed him as his ambaſſador to Corinth and Delphi: but 
would ſuch a mon/tthvas Planudes has ſet out, be a fit © 

| companion for a prince or- a proper ambaſſador! J 
wiſh I could do that juſtice to the memory of Eſop, as to 
oblige the painters to change their pencil; for "tis certain 
he was no aeformed perſon, and tis probable he was 
wry handſome, 


Bentley on Eſop's Fables, 


In anſwer to all this, Mr, Boyle cites a paſſage from 
G \ Euſtathius, an author who wrote two hundreds years be- 
fore Planudes was born, which he thinks is evidently 
built on a ſuppoſition that Eſob was ugly, and implies 
that that optnion was common in Euſtathius's time. He 
further tells us, that Lucian, in his True Hiſtory, ſays, 
they uſed Eſop in the Fortunate Tlands for a buffoon, or 
Jeſter, one that made them ſport: meaning, I ſuppoſe, 
that he did it as well by his perſon and owltfide," as by 
his ingenious and divertive fables; and, indeed, rather 
by the firſt than the latter, as his fables of themſelves, 
though 
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though they entertain and pleaſe us extremely, do not 
give us that ſort lea ſure that cauſes laughter ; but no- 
Hing is ſo divertive, a reiſes laughter ſo much as des 
formity, eſpecially when wit goes along with it, We 
may obſerve, that when Homer has a mind to excite this 
light paſſion in his ſerious poem, he does it by the meat 
of an ugly man, and an ugly god, T herfites and Vul- * 
can. But Dr. Bentley's conduct with regard to Eſop, 
is very odd, He is extremely concerned to have him 
thought handſome, at the time that he is endeavouring 
all he can to prove him no author, He hopes by his 
civilites to his flor ſon, to attone for the injuries which he * 
does him in hig writings: which is juſt ſuch a compli. 
ment to Kſoh's memory, as it would be to Sir William 
Dauenant's, ſhould a man, in defiance of common fame, 
pretend to make out, that he had always a good noſe 
on his face; but however, he did not write Gondibert, 
Boyle againſt Bentley, 


, | 
I. fhall here leave the reader to conſider the opintont of : 
theſe two gentlemen, and to take that which ſeemeth to v 
him the maſt probable: only obſerving, that Mr. Alſop, 
though a writer at that time in favour of Boyle on the 
general ſubje& of Eſop's Fables, yet, when he afterwards 
publiſhed a collection of thoſe Fables, thought proper to 
make Eſq; in the frontiſpiece, a very handſome perſon. 
if * 
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C HAP. III. 
Wr 


"of his condition, and thy \ of his Judi, " 4 


SOP's firſt maſter, as may be . 

4 from the before mentioned Aphthoni- 
us, was Zemarchus, or Demarchus, ſur- 
named Careſias, a native and inhabitant of 
Athens: and his paſſing ſome part of his 
youth in this famous city, the mother and 
nurſe of ſcience and polite learning, was of 
no ſmall advantage to him. Tis probable al« 
ſo, that his maſter, perceiving in him a good 
underſtanding, agreeable manners, lively 
genius, and a general capacity; and finding 
alſo that he ſerved him with much affection 
and fidelity; tis probable, I ſay, that he 
might take care to get him inſtructed. It 
was from Athens then, as from the foun- 
tain head, that he drew the purity of the 
Greek language. It was there too, that he 
acquired the knowledge of moral philoſo- 
phy, which at that time was the faſhion- 
able ſtudy; there being but few perſ&ns who 


made profeſſion of the ſpeculative ſciences, 
as 


i} / 
89 4 


The LIFE HES OP. xix 


as may be concluded by the ſeven ſages of 
Greece, the moſt celebrated men of that age, 
amongſt whom Thales, the Mileſian, alone 
had the curioſity Inquire into the ſecrets 
of natural philoſophy, and into the ſub- 
tilties of mathematical learning: The reſt 
were not reputed wiſe for any other reaſon, 
than their publiſhing certain grave and mo- 
ral ſentences, the truth of which they eſta- 
bliſhed, and rendered of ſome authority, by: 
their prudent and virtuous lives. Eſop, in- 
deed, did not follow their method; he wiſely 
conſidered, that the meanneſs of his birth, 
and his ſervile condition, would not permit 
him to ſpeak with ſufficient authority in the 
way of ſentence and precept; he therefore 
compoſed fables, which by a narration pleaſ- 
ing and full of novelty, ſo charms the 
minds, even of the moſt ignorant, that 
through the pleaſure which they receive 
from it, they taſte imperceptibly the moral 
ſenſe which lies concealed underneath. 


I know very well that Eſop was not the 
firſt 1 inventor of thoſe fables, in which the 
b 3 ule 
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uſe of ſpeech is given to animals. The ho- 
nour of this invention, as uintilian al- 


ledges, is juſtly due to the poet Heſiod, Who 


in the firſt book of his Works and Days, 
relates very prettily the fable of the 3 hawk 
and the nightingale. Be this as it may— 
Eſop has advanced ſo far before every com- 
petitor, that all fables of this kind are called 
Eſopic, becauſe a great number of them are 
of his compoling; and the choiceſt precepts 
of moral philoſophy, are by his means, con- 
veyed to us m this agreeable manner. And 
indeed, I very highly approve the opinion 
of Apollonius, who maintains that the fa- 

bles of Eſop are much more uſeful for the 
inſtruction of youth, than the fables of the 

poets: and his reaſons for this aſſertion are 

very pertinent, as may be ſeen in Philoſtra- 

tus. But that Eſop compoſed all his fables 

during the time that he was a ſlave at Athens, 
I will not however affirm: I only think it 

probable, that it was there he firſt became 

enamoured of morality, and laid the plan 

of teaching the moſt beautiful and uſeful 

maxims of philoſophy, under the veil of 

| fables: 


% 
id * * 
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fables: which nevertheleſs he might not 
publiſh till long afterwards, when he had 
obtained his freedom, had acquired the re- 
putation of being dne of the wiſeſt and ableſt 
men of Greece, and was arrived to great 
eſteem, not only among the common people, 
but even with princes and kings, 


NOTES: 


1 Whatever honour may ariſe from being the inventor 
of this kind of fable, it ſeems neither to be due to He» - 
ſiod, nor to Eſop; as Jotham's fable of the trees is cer- 
tainly more ancient than either f them: and it is for 
that reaſon, placed at the head of this collection. 


2 Book v. chap. 11. 
3 T he ſaid fable is thus rendered by Cooke. | _ 


Whillt now my fable from the birds I bring, 
To the great rulers of the earth I fing. 
High in the clouds a mighty bird of prey 
Bore a melodious nightingale away ; 
And to the captive, ſhivering in deſpair, 
Thus, cruel, ſpoke the tyrant of the air, 


by Why 


. 
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Why mourns the wretch in my ſuperior power? 
Thy voice avails not in the raviſi d hour 
Vain are thy cries: at my deſpotic will, 

Or I can ſet thee free: or I San kill. 
Unwiſely who provokes his abler foe, _ 
Conqueſt ſtill flies him, and he ſtrives for woe, 


Cook's Hefiod, B. I. 


CHAP. 


9 
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CHAP. IV. 


Of his different 1 and of his fellow ſervant, oy 
4 famous inen, Rhodopis. 


ET us now fine the thread of our 
narration. In proceſs of time, Eſop 

was ſold to Xanthus, a native of the iſland 
of * Samos; and after he had ſerved him 
for a certain time, he was again diſpoſed 
of to the *philoſopher Idmon or Jadmon, 
who was likewiſe of that country; and had 
at the ſame time for his flave, that 3 Rho- 
dopis, who was afterwards ſo famous as a 
courtezan. This woman was endowed with 
very extaordinary beauty, and happening to 
be carried into Egypt, Charaxus, the bros 
ther of Sappho, the poeteſs, fell ſo deeply 
in love with her, that he ſold all he had, 
and reduced himſelf to extreme poverty, in 
order to redeem and ſet her at liberty. She 
aſterwards roſe to ſuch eminence in her vo- 
cation, and amaſſed ſuch heaps of wealth, 
that of the tythe of her gain, ſhe cauſed 
great numbers of large 4 ſpits of iron to be 
made, 


4 


x 4 
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made, which ſhe fent as an offering to the 
temple of Apollo at Delphi. And if we may 
credit certain authors, ſhe amaſſed fuch im- 
menſe treaſure, as enabled her to build one 
ol the celebrated 5 pyramids of Egypt. 80 
much, by the way, of this famous courte- 
zan, who was fellow ſervant with Eſop 
while he lived with Jadmon; to ſhew how 
theſe two perſons born, in a ſervile condi- 
tion, arrived by very different methods to a 
more ſplendid fortune; the one by his me- 
Tit and the beauties of his mind, the other 
by the infamous traffic of her perſonal 


charms. 


For the reſt, tis certain that it was Jad- 
mon who gave Eſop his liberty; whether as 
a reward for his faithful ſervices, or that he 
was aſhamed to keep longer in ſervitude a. 
perſon whoſe ſuperior qualities rendered him 
more worthy to command, may be difficult 
to determine: but the fact is to be proved. 
by the implied teſtimony of the ſcholiaſt 
of Ariſtophanes, on the comedy of the Birds, 


as well as by the authority of Herodotus 
and 


R ® 2 
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and Plutarch; for it follows by neceſſary 


conſequence from what they ſay, as I ſhall 1 


ſhew particularly when I come to ſpeak of 
the death of Efop. Planudes therefore de- 

ſerves no credit, when he affirms that Ran- 
thus was the laſt maſter of Eſop, and the 
perſon who gave him his liberty, Very lit- 
tle alſo muſt be believed of what he relates 
concerning Eſop while he was in the ſervice 
of Xanthus, as he makes him ſay and do 
lo many impertinent and ridiculous things, 
that none can receive them for true, with- 
out imagining Eſop an idle buffoon, rather 
than a ſerious Philoſopher. And in fine, 
ſince nothing of this ridiculous ſtuff is to 
be found in ancient writers, I think one 
may with juſtice affirm, that they are no 
better than idle tales, and mere © fooleries. 


NOTES. 
: The Sholiaſt on Ariſtophanes, on which Meziriac 
builds his authority for this, does not ſay ſo. 


2 Neither Herodotus, nor Plutarch, nor Suidas, call 
him a philoſopher : it was a title unknown in the time 


of 
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of Eſop, being firſt adopted by the modeſty of Pythago- 


145, mh was fifty or fixty years later; | Indeed the 
ern | 


3 4 fit was very beautiful, and the town of 
cratis in the NMand of Leſbos, where ſhe ſettled, Was 
Full of rich and voluptuous men, * got a * {rate 
by being a courtezan. 

Herodotus B. II. Chap. 1 34. Plutarch. 


4 Rhodopis being defirous that 1 of her 
ſhould be left in Greece, rtſolved to make ſuch a preſent 
to the temple at Delphi, as had hever been made nor 
thought of before. For this reaſon, ſhe provided as 
many iron ſpits to roaſt-oxen, as the tenth of her ſub- 
ſtance was ſufficient to buy, and ſent them to Delphi. 
T heſe are ſtill preſerved behind the altar which fs 


Chians raiſed, and over againſt the temple itſelf. 
Herodotus, 


5 Pliny's Nat. Hiſt. B. xxxvl. Chap. 12. . Bur 
Herodotus, though a credulous author, rejetts this 
ſtory. He maintains, that the pyramid, the buiding 
of which was aſcribed. to Rhodopis, was built many 
years before the reign of Amaſis, in which that courte- 
zan lived. He adds, that tho" ſhe had got a great 


* eſtate, 


» 
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eftate, ſhe would not have been able to Juſtain the im- 
— charges of that building. 8 
9 heros, B. II. Chap. I 234 1 135- 


«bk does conta fuck mere fobleriti, Wis tonſe- 
quently very improper to be fixed to 4 biok of 
lefſons, which Quintilian recommends, as the maſt uſe- 
Aries adder pad inn hate Yigntln Taitur 
Eſopi fabellas, | ſays he, quæ fabulis nutricularum 
proxime ſuccedunt, narrare, ſermone puro, et nihil 
1 ſupra mogum æxtollente; deinde eandem 8 

em ſtylo exigere, condiſcant. Quint. Lib. I. Let 
lan learn to recite Eſop"s Fables (which come next 
after the little ſtories of the nurſery) ) in pure language, 
from all undue elevation; and then let them exer- 


ciſe their ſiyle upon the en, wa of ſimplicity. 
#75 1] It) fil 
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Ir EVER may be doubeful in 
'Y the life of Eſop, there is nothing 
more certain, than, that after recovering his 
liberty, he ſoon acquired a very great repu- 
tation amongſt the Greeks, being held in al- 
moſt equal eſtimation with any of the ſeven 
ſages, drr flouriſhed at this time, that is, 
the * fifty-ſecond olympiad. The fame of 
his wiſdom reaching the ears of Croſus, 
that monarch ſent tor him to his court, ad- 
mitted him to his friendſhip, and ſo obliged 
him by his favours, that he 2 engaged him- 
ſelf in his ſervice to the end of his days. 
His reſidence in the court of this mighty 
king, rendered him more polite than moſt 
of the other philoſophers of his time; more 
complaiſant to the humour of princes, and 
more reconciled to monarchical government, 
of which he gave evident proofs on divers 
occaſions. For inſtance; when Crœſus had 
5 prevailed 
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prevailed Aich the feven ſages to meet in his 
capital city f Sardis; after having ſhewn 
them the magnißicence of his court nd his | 
vaſt kiches, he äſked them, whom they BR”, 
thought the happieſt man of alf they had | 
known: Some named one perion, and ſome” 
another? Solon, in particular, gave this praiſe 
to Tellus, an Athenian; and alſo to +Cleo- 
bis and Biton, Argians, concluding, that 
no one could be pronounced happy belore ,” 
his death. Eſop, perceiving che king was MW 
not well ſatisfied with any of their anfwers, - . 
ſpoke in his turn, and ſaid . For my part. 
I am perſuaded that Crœſus hath as much 
pre- eminence in happineſs over all other 
men, as the ſea hath aver all the rivers: 
The king was ſo pleaſed with this judgment, | 
that he eagerly pronounced that ſentence, 
which has continued ever ſince a common 
proverb—T he Phrygian has hit the te 
When Solon ,therefore, took leave 

ſus, who diſmiſſed him very coolly; Eſop 
being ſorry that Solon had ſpoken to the 
king with ſo little complaiſance, ſaid to him, 


as he accompanied him part of the way, O 
| * Solon. 


tt 


Solon, either we muſt not Anat kings, o1 or 
we muſt Aay what pleaſes them. On the 
contrary,” anſwered Solon, wemuſt either not 
i 5 at all, ot e muſt gie them 
7 Ladvice. Another time, as 
Eſop Was travelling over Greece, either to 
a * his Curioſity, or about the particular 
affairs of Crœſus, it happened that he paſſed 
3 Athens, juſt aſter 5 Piſiſtratus had 
© uſurped the ſovereign power, and aboliſhed 
| the popular ſtate: ſeeing that the Athenians 


* 


8 -*bore the yoke very impatiently, longing to 

4 recover their liberty, and to rid themſelves 
df Piſiſtratus, though his government was 
eaſy and moderate, Eſop related to them the . 
fable of the frogs that intreated Jupiter to 
give them a king; exhorted them to ſubmit 
chearfully to ſo good a prince as Piſiſtratus, 

' Teſt in changing they ſhould fall under the 


power of ſome miſchievous and cruel it 
rank) | FR 
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s Tellus uud poor Athenian, but a ; im of ered 
probity ; ' who, upon agcount of having given his chul- 
dren a good education, and loſt his own life in the field 
of battle, fighting for his country, had this noble ** . | 
mony given to his happintſs, by Solon. a a 
Plutarch. Digg: e ; * * 


4 Cleobis and Biton were ſons to 9 prie 
who, when their mother wanted horſes for Ker Leary * 
ſet their ſhoulders to it, and drew it to the temple, which 
was 48 furlongs. T he old lady, being much affetled W.* 7 
with this inftance of filial duty, prayed the goddeſs {4 

Jung to favour them with the greateſt bleſſi ng that could af 
be beſtowed upon mankind : the next morning they were a 
both found dead in the temple. . Herod. B. I. Val. * 
Max. B. V. And the ſtory is mentioned alſo by Nero | 
in his Tuſculan Queſtions, to ſhew, that death is to be 
looked upon rather as an ont than an cuil. * 
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ies. 
Some dutached particulars of his life, and the improba- 
buli es Planudes's account of his travels into Egypt 
and Babylon, - 


| J E arenot many other particulars 
found concerning -Eſop, in authors 
worthy of credit; except it be, that he once 
again | Ah with the ſeven ſages of Greece, in 
the court of * Periander, king of Corinth. 
However, J dare not affirm whether it was 
here, or in ſome other place, that falling 
into diſcourſe with Chilon, who had aſked 
him, What * God was doing? He anſwered, 
that he was humbling high things, and ex- 
alting low. Some alſo relate, that to ſhew 
how the life of man abounds with miſery, 
and that one pleaſure is accompanied with 
a thouſand pains; Eſop was wont to ſay, 
that 3 Prometheus having, taken earth to 


form a man, had tempered and moiſtened ' 


it, not with water, but with tears. 
I rejeR as pure falſhood and invention, 


all that, Planudes writes 0 Eſop's travels 
into 


7 if. 
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into Egypt and Babylon, becauſe he! inter- 
mixes ſtories altogether incredible; and adds 


to them certain circumſtances, which art 
repugnant to the truth of hiſtory, or which 


wholly overturn the order of time. I ſhall 


content myſelf with alledging two ſignal fal- 
ities, on which he builds all the teſt of his 


' narration, He ſays, that the king who 


reigned in Babylon when Eſop went thi- 
ther, was called Lycerus. But who has 
ever read or heard of ſuch a king? Let the 


catalogue of all the kings of Babylon, from ** 


Nabonaſſer to Alexander the Great, be ex- 
amined, and you ſhall not find one amonght 
them whoſe name is at all like Lycerus. On 
the other hand, by the exacteſt chronology 
it will appear, that in Eſop's time there 
could be no other king in Babylon, but Ne- 


buchadnezer, and his father Nebopolaſſer; 


ſince Nebopolaſler reigned one and tw = 
years, and Nebuchadnezer forty three, 

died the ſame year with Eſop, Tai the firſt 
of the fifty-fourth olympiad. Neither is it 
more poſſible to believe, that Eſop went in- 


to Egypt in the time of king Nenebus, 


Cy as 


£ 
* 

. 

* 
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"as, Planudes aſſerts; ſince this king did not , 
begin to reign till two hundred years after 
tie demh.. of Eſop: chat is to ſay, in the 
_ hundredandfourth olympiad. And one need 
not ie ei learned in chronology, to be 
certain, "that Eſop lived partly under the 


reigh of Apries, and partly under that of his 


ce; Amaſis, king of Egypt. 


\NOTES, 


1 Plutarch aſſures us, i in Convivio Sapientum, that 
Craſus ſent Eſop to Periander the tyrant of Corinth, as 
well as to tie — at Delphi: but how does this agree 
with Laertius, who, in the life of Periander, tells us, 
that according to Soficrates, Feriander died many years 
before the reign of Craſus? 


» Laertius, in the life of Chilon. we, 
| 3 Themiſt, Orat, KXXXIIL 
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crifices that were offered in their temple, 


* 


death of Eſop, comes ne 0. the 


ruth, iban my thing bach he has wrinen | 
concerning his lig. However; id is, Mill: 


ſaſer to rely on What ancient authors have 
ſaid on the ſubject; and they record it thus. 


Eſop, being ſent by Crœſus to the city of 


Delphi, with a large ſum of gold, in _grder 


to offer magnificent ſacrifices to Apollo and 


to diſtribute to each citizen four minz: of 
ſilver; it happened that differences aroſe. 
between him and the townſmen,, to ſuch. a 
degree, that he ſpoke of them in very pro- 
voking terms. Among other things, he re- 
proached them with having hardly any ara- 
ble land, and that were it not for the great 
concourſe of ſtrangers, and the frequendifa- 


they would ſoon be reduced to die of hun- 


ger. Not ſatisfied with offending them in 


words, he proceeded to deeds: having per · 
c 3 formed 


HAT, Platudes: relayghhiabput the,. 
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* formed the ſacrifices in the manner that 
Cretſus had ordered, he ſent back the reſt , 
of che money tothe city of Sardis, as ms 
ing the Delphians unworthy to partake 

the King's therality. This irritated th 
again kim g ſuch a degree, that they ea. 


ſuleFhow they might be revenged on him, 


ank cohſpired by a notorious villany to 


take away his life. They hid amongſt his 
baggage one of the 3 golden veſſels conſe- 
crated to Apollo; and as Eſop departed to- 
wards Phocis, they ſent immediate meſſen- 
gers after him, who ſearching his baggage, 
found the veſſel which they themſelves had 
there depoſited, - On this, they preſently 


drag him to priſon, accuſe him of ſacrilege, 


and ſentence him to be precipitated from 
the rockHyampia, which was the puniſhment” 
commonly inflicted on ſacrilegious perſons. 
As they were on the point of throwing him 
off in order to deter them from ſo execrable 
an act, by the apprehenſion of divine juſtice, ' 
which ſuffers no wickedneſs to go unpu- 


niſhed, he told them the (fable of the eagle 


and the beetle. But the Delphians paying 
* no 
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no regard to his fable, puſhed him down/ 
the precipice: It is recorded, however, hat 
their land was rendered barren, and that 5 
they were afflicted with mainy ange = 1 
tempers, for ſeveral years 8 bp | F- 
this diſtreſs they — aulihe and 
were anſwered, that all their Miſeries were 
owing to the unjuſt condemfation” arid 
death of Eſop. On this, they cauſed it to 
be proclaimed by ſound of trumpet, At ml ::-** 
the public feaſts and general meetings of the * 
Greeks, that if there were any of the kindred 
of Eſop, who would demand ſatis faction 
tor his death, he was deſired to come and 
exact it of them, in what 5 manner he wi 
pleaſed, But no one was found that pre- x 
tended any right in this affair, till the third CN 
generation; when a Samian preſented him- 4 
ſelf, named Jadmon, grandſon of that 
Jadmon, who had been maſter to Eſop in the 
iſland of Samos: and the Delphians hing 
made him ſome ſatisſaction, were delivered 
from their calamities, Tis ſaid, that after 
this time, they transferred the puniſhment 
of icrilegious perſons from the rock Hyam- 
F,. 1 * pia 
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bia to that of Nauplia. From bene it ap- 
pears, as I hinted above, to be the opinion » 
of | Hefodotus and Plutarch, that Jadmon 
Was the a ner of Eſop, and he that ſet 
him e Pane otherwiſe, neither he nor 
of his deſetndents could have any in- 
tereſt in hiacgeath, nor pretend to any right 
of ſeeking reparation, or receiving ſatisfac · 


9 tion. 0 ""m * 
\ —. | 4 a 
˖ NOTE 8. 
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I Scholiaſt on Ariſtophanes, mY F. 1437. 


F 


2 On what occafion. theſe d ferences ah we are 
not expreſſly told: yet ſome circumſtances lead one to 
imagine, that Eſop's expeAations were not quite ſatiſ- 
fied with regard to the Delphians. From the great 
concourſe of ſenſible men, who were diſpatched from 
all parts of Greece to their city; he had probably been 
led to exped in them ſome ſuperior degree of virtue or | 
wiſdom; but found them, upon a nearer acquaintance, 
to. be not only lazy, but ignorant: his reproaching 
them for depending ſo much on the benefits ariſing from 
ſacrifices, as to neglef the cultivation of their lands, 
ſetms an intimation of the firſt; and his comparing 
| the curioſity that brought him thither, to that of people 
| ” | at 


33 * 7 
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at theſea fide, who e ſomewhat come floating to- 


wards them a great way off at ſea, take d ae BR. 
be ſome mighty matter; but % its drivi nearer, ©. 


and neaffer to the ſhorey find it at laſt iq a he 
ce weeds and rubbiſi — is almoſt -@ confirmation of 
latter. Indeed, what authority in Rege Lafrange - * 
had for making Eſop relate this fable #0 the oi 
he has not been ſo kind as to hs 8 
. N 


5 Ariſtophanes, Heraclides, in Gronov, 2" 
Graec. Tom. VI. b. _ | 14x "3-4 os 
I 4 ' 4 « $ ed 
4 The eagle and the beetle . the "moſt noted » 
fables of Eſop: Ariſtophanes mentions it ſeveral times. 
T he circumſtances of it, as far as they. may be col- 
lefled from him, are as follows: ** T hat the beetle flew 
up to heaven; and out of hatred to the eagle, rolled 4 
his eggs out of the neſt, and ſo reuenged himſelfoof lle 
injury which the eagle had done him.“ In Pace, . 
V. 17). he ſays, That Eſop told this fable to the © 42 
Delphians, when they had accuſed him of ſacrilege. "i 
Veſh..y. 1437. And when they were about to throw 
him down, the rock,” ſays. the Scholiaſt. T he Woah 
upon theſe paſſages gives us theſe farther par rulars:; 
At is related in the fables of Eſop, that the eagle and 
the beetle were at enmity together, and they deſtroyed 
one another's eggs: that the eagle having ſeined,, and 
eaten 0 the young ones the beetle, and Jo given the 
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g and rolled them owt of the neſt ;1 following him 
even into the preſence of Jupiter: the eaglt making his 
complaint, Jupiter ordered him to make his neſt in his 


lap» wile ee had the eggs in his lap, the beetle 


came flying about tim; and Jupiter rifing up una- 
wares, ie drive" the beetle away from his head, threw 
* down "ths e Ae broke them." Suidas, plainly 
 quating the fame Fable, ſays alſo, * That he roſe up 
| ; fo Five away ths beetle Hing about his head,” Ariſto- 
Phanes in another place ufes the proverbal ſaying, ** I 


. + un, be youg midwife, as the beetle was to the eagle.” 


Lyfiftrata, V. 695. Upon which'the Scholiaſt remarks, 
«+ T hat the beetles deſtroy the eagles eggs by rolling them 


out of the neſt” and Suidas ſays, * That the proverb 
is uſed of thoſe, who revenge themſetves of ſuch as have 


firſt uſed them ill, though they are much more powers 
ful; und adds likewiſe, **T hat the beetle is ſaid to 


deſtroy the eagle's eggs,” as a thing that * 
happens. 


It is plain from hence, that the- fable of the cate 
and beetle, as we have it now, differs very much from 
the original fable of Eſop. There is no mention at all 


of the hare; the provocation given by the eagle, was 


his. deſtroying the beetle's eggs, or young ones; and 
the beetle made Jupiter throw the eggs out of his lap, 
not oy throwing a ball of dung into his lap, but by 

Ming 


provocation, the beetle got by Nealth at the dag“ 
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flying about his head, What is added in the prgfont.. 
fable, of Jupiter's endeavouring to reconcilg, the two + 
parties, but in vain; and then, to proferve the race 
of eagles, ordering them to lay thei 8 in. @ ſeaſon 
in which no beetles appear; is quits b Fee Pur- 
poſe, and the occaſion of the fab, Tie ern which 
he intended to expreſs, and uh ie, He ocgaſſonrequired, 
is, agreeable to Suidas's interpretationof i proverb, 
that the weak often find means toWfvenge themſelves . 
the powerful, who without provocation have injur 
them. T he latter circumſtance relating to | the ſeaſon. 
which the eagle breeds, is contrary 7 the ee”, » 
of the Scholiaft on Ariſtophanes, and $uidas; and, 1 
ſuppoſe, is not true in fall. | 


2-H 


© The genuine fable of Eſop is certainly loſt + and 
that which we have may probably have been invented 
by Planudes; it is in his collection, and ſtamds the 
fourth in that edition of them, which was printed by 
Robert Stephens in 1546. That the reader may judge 
for himſelf, I will here inſert a literal tranſlation. of 
it, given me by the ſame learned friend, who favoured 
me with oy above LP e * 


The Eagle 124 the Beetle, 


A Hare being purſued by an Eagle, betook vim 
for. refuge to the neſt of the Beetle, whom ke intreated 
* to 


* 
= u 
4 ln 
© * 


Wi » hk 
„ - 


At The LIFE ES or 


©" tofave him. The Beetle thergfore interceded with the 
_ Eagle, "begging of him not to hill the poor ſuppliant 
Hare and conjuring Aim by the almigh Jupiter, not 
to Mg hie and Age gg ard his interceſſion, becauſe he wa- 
0 foal! anime, But the Eagle in great wrath 
gave tie Beetle a; ith his wing, and immediately 
ſeized the Hare, and Arvoured im. When the Eagle 
flew away, the Beetle flew'after him, ſo far as to learn 
whore hir neſt was; and then getting to it, rolled down 
his eggs out of it, amd broke them. The Eagle grieved 
and enraged to think that any one ſhould attempt ſo au- 
_ . dacious's thing, built his neſt the next time in a higher 
place; but thegPeetle got to it again, and ſerved him 
Juſt in the ſame, manner. The Eagle greatly diſtreſſed, 
and not knowing what to do, flew up to Jupiter, (to 
whom: he is accounted ſacred and placed her third | 
brood of eggs as a depoſute in the lap of the God, beggrng 
him tolguard them. Upon this the Beetle, having made 
a'batl of dung, flew up, and dropped it in Jupiten® 
lap; who rifing on a ſudden to ſhake it off, unawangs | 
threw down the eggs with it, which were thus again 
broken. Jupiter being informed, by the Beetle, that ts 
had done this to be revenged of the Eagle, who trad 
not only behaved injuriouſly to him, (the Beetle) but 
4, even impiouſty towards the God himſelf, told the Eagle 
wen he came to him, that the Beetle was the party 
j." aggnieved, and that he complained-not without reaſon : 
og being unwulling that the * Eagles ſhould be 
dimin: As 


. | * 
| = | 
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diminiſhed, he adviſed the Beetle to come to an aetom- 
modation with the Eagle, As the Beetle wund not 
agree to M, he transferred the Eagle's breeding to 
another ſeaſon, when there are no * be ſim. 


1 % 7 „ "A; 
Abſurdites in weder. Fable. * 


The Hare's flying to * or to 
the Beetle's neſt for wennn 8 


T he Beetle's rolling the Eagle's e887 ggf neſt; «ihe 
——impoſſible, | T "a 


Tue only moral of the fable is, that mo protedlion, 
however powerful, ſhall exempt the oppreſſive and in- 
furious from the vengeance of the ſufferers, however 
weak, The circumſtance added, that Jupiter tranſ- 
ferred the Eagle's breeding to a ſeaſon when there are | 
no" Beetles, _ this moral; and is probably alſo 


Nun fot i114 
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1 r P. VIII. 
1 eee him afin , lan. N. 
A 'T now! Will readily agree with Pla- 1 
nudes, Wat Eſop as Tegretted by the 


greateſt and wiſeſt men of Greece, who teſ- , 
tified to the Delphians how much they re- bn 
ſented his death. But I add, that the Athe- 
nean in rticular, had Eſop in ſo much 
honour, that they erected for him a magni- 
ficent ſtatus in their city ; regarding more 
the greatneſs of his perſonal merit, than the” 
meanneſs of his race and condition. I fut 
ther ſay, that the opinion which all the 
world had conceived of his wiſdom and 
probity, encouraged” the poets to make the. 
people believe, that the x gods had raiſed him 
again to life, as they had done Tyndarus, 
Hercules, Glaucus, ala Hypolitus. Nay, 
ſome have not ſcrupled to affirm, that he 
lived many years after his 2 reſurrection, and 
fought twice on the fide of the Greeks, againſt . 
the Perſians, in the ſtraits of Thermopylæ, 
which 


* 
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which muſt have been above right 
after his death. But theſe are ſu 
a feſt abſuggties, as confute 
33 ther 1 is it 
* that he wrote 3two books | 
3 happened to him in the ci 
leſs it be ſuppoſed! that he made tung voyages ** 
thither, and wrote of the firſt: for in the 4.4 
TM laſt, it is very improbable he ſhould have 
any time for ſuch a work; neither can it be 
grounded on the teſtimony of any Author * 
worthy of credit. Tis indem moſt pro- F 

bable, that he left nothing in writing but a 
his 4 fables; which, either for the elegance 
of the narration, or the uſefulneſs of their 
morality, have always been ſo much eſtcem- 
ed, that many of them have preſerved them- 

i ſelves in the memories of men* for above 
4 %% thouſand years. Yet I do not aſſert, 
that thoſe which Planudes has publiſhed; 

are the 5 very fables which Eſop wrote, as 

Planudes has given us too man . occaſions, 

to doubt of his ſincerity ; and alfs, as he has 
omitted in his collection many fables, which J 


ancient authors have attributed to Eſop. : 


. years 


mani- 
Ves. Nei- 
-probable, as ſorge have: 37 Hop ” 


of . L s OP. 
we could be certain that it is a 
work of Eſop. 1 e muſt doubtleſs confels, 7 & 
that we have nd Mritings f in N an- 


cient, except the books of Moſg d ſome 
others oft Teſtament. 
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; — been, ee 471. Sui- 


. ae. _ Hepheſtion i in Photius et Biblioth. 
$ Suidas, 20 25 7 1 | 15 "MY 


4 Dr: Bend aſſerts, that it is very uncertain whe- 
ther Eſop left any fables behind him in writing, to 
» which Mr. Boyle anfwers, that the phraſe of antiguily 
is the ſame when they. mention any thing of Eſob, 
it would have been, had they thought Eſop really'ts 1 
have written it : the arients quote him juſt as they d 
other ww. 


2 


Boyle * Bentley. 


1 a; is a ease in Plato's Phaedo, where Socra- 


ts ſays, Among the fables of Eſop which I had at hand, 


and knew to be his, I put thoſe into verſe that firſt oc. 
4 curred 


The- s 150 „ 80. 
— ee e, 
G . cg . _ 


bene the um 3 
to prov Eſop 1 n , two | 
of them prove t rary; „ ee 
only, that Dr. yh, read Jomehatly, thatrhas 
read Ariſtophanes. And is this thi ible evidence, 5 
p ˖ * 
eee gue a 

make uſe of their little ſkill in letters, 1 
their fancies, their dreams, to attack the m of . 

our firſt maſters in writing ? Is it gratghy, withſuch 
groundleſs ſuſpicions as theſe, to fall the father | "I 
of moral fable, whoſe happy way of enveying know- 2 
ledge hat been ever ſpoken of with ſo much | 
OY een 
x... N 
An remarkable, ſays father Fouaſer, that Henry 4 
Stephens, in his T heſaurus Lingua Graecae, never . 


cited Eſoþ's fabes; which ſhews that ke took them for | 
the work of a modem Greek, It ſeems probable, 94 


nay, almoſt certain, ſays he, that Plagudeg gol- 
lected the fables of Eſop, partly from his Ae. * 
tors, and partly from teading ſeveral authors © 
that * were his own invention, that he added 

d " - the 


of * 
the Doflor 
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| femoral and n. k-ofich agreea hi 

own fancy, and that the whole was put int 5 
form and words. He confirms his conjedure 


by the conformity. ſtyle which may be" obſerved be- 
N ee Efop, and the fable and no one is 
nnd at N pudes is the author” of that life. Va- 


-od/erves, that mention is made of the 
... - Piraeus inone of Bab: fables, Now the Piraeus was 
not. built till the 7 6th olympiad;' before that time the 
"Phalerum ware port. of the Athenians: ſo that as 
> Alec in me 5 4th olympiad, long before Themiſ® * 
tocleghad built the Piraeus, it would have been the | 
. e ee eee bare, 
_— 4 
But father. Fane fer is not the firſ who has taken 
Planiides for the author of Eſop's fables now extant.” 
. Nevelety ub publiſhed a collection of fables in 1610, 
declared himſelf of this opinion. Of all the 
ſcripts in my poſſeſſion, ſays he, not one h 
. fables of Eſop which now are publiſhed, Mie 8 
I imagine to be titten by Planudes, as well al 
Eſop's Life. Tie manuſcripts he ſpeaks of, were in 
the library of Heidelberg, and had furniſhed him with 
about 136 fables, which he added to thoſe of Eſop al- 
5 ready printed, which are about 150 3 ſo that Nevelet's 
+” collettion con ſiſted of 286 fables, — Bayle. 


The 
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Te late Dr. Bentley r e opinion. ot 5 
Aal examine, ſays he, thoſe Greaꝶ fables . 
that aſſume the name of Eſop himſelf, Thetegghwwo © 
parcels of the pngſent fables; the onch hie nere 
ancient, 136 in Miynber, were firſt pubis 
Heidelberg libram by, Nevelet in 1 6488 f ter 
himſelf well obſe ed, Mat they were falſely aſcribed to 
Eſop, becauſe they nner 10 RN 


will add, ſays the Doctor, another AF 


s a ſentence out of Job—Naked we 
naked ſhall we return. But becauſe N 2 
ſages are in the ehimythion, (the moral) and * 
to the fable uſelf; they may juſtly be ſuppoſed Me beak. 
ditions only, and interpolations of the true book I ſhall 

therefore give ſome better reaſons io pro they are a 

recent work. T hat they cannot be \Eſop's on, the 

181ft fable is a demonſtrative proof : for that is q ftory 

of Demades the rhetor, who lived about 200 years . 

ter aun Plrygians $ tame. | The 193 4s. about Momus s 

carpingiat the works of the gods. He there finds this 

Fault i de bull, T hat his eyes were not placed in has 

horns, that he might ſee where, heÞuſhed. | But Lu: 

cian, ſpeaking of the ſame fable, has it thus, T hat has 
horns were not placed right before his eyes. And A7 
totle has it a third way, T hat his honrs wer hot placed T0861 

about hs Aoulders, where he might make the ſtrongeſt t 

puſh; but in the tendereſt part, his Nad. I h t 

probable from hence, that Eſop did not write a boat F 

d a2 G his 


"4 
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lis fables; for tien there would not have 

difference in the telling. There is great reſet . N 

lieue ti wers drawn up by Planudes, a monk of Con- 
ftantingple; who died in the year 1370: for there it n 
manuſtript, am where, above 300 years old, that has 

the fables according to that copy. This ideot of a monk 

has alſo given us a book, which'he calls a life of Eſop, 
that” perhaps. cannot be matched in any language, for 
ignorance and nonſenſe. He had picked up two or three 
true ſtorie; that Eſop was a flave to one Xanthus, tar- 5. 
ma @durthen of bread, converſed with Cræſus, and 
was put to death at Delphi: but the circumſtances of. 
theſe, and all his other tales, are pure invention. He 
makes Xanthus, an ordinary Lydian, or Samian, to be 
a philoſopher; whith word was not heard of in thoſe 
days, but invented afterwards by Pythagoras. *Twas 
the king of Ethiopia's problem to Amaſis, king of Egypt, 
to drink up the ſea: but Planudes makes it a wager 
* of Xanthus"with one of his ſcholars. To ſay n 
of his chronological errors, miſtakes of an hundred . 
two hundred years, who ran read with patience , 
diſcourſe between Xanthus and his man Eſop ; "nota 
bit better than our penny merriments printed at Lotion 
mee. 


Bentley on Eſop' s fables. 
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Inver to what Dr. ie ee eee 
cerning the fables of Eſop being uch writtenady ,, 
Mr. Boyle thus argues. Nobody ever waged that 
all, or half the fables, that have gong under" hanie 
of Eſop, are his : or that any of them almaſh, are in the 
very ſame words and ſyllables, that they were in u. 
they came out of his hands. They have doubtleſs under- 
gone great alterations, ſome more and ſome leſs; but if 


under all theſe changes, fill the ſam little; ſtory in its 


chief circumſtances, the ſame fimpligity in tlling it, the 
ſame humorous turn of thought, and in a good mn 


the ſame words too, have been preſerved; there is enough | | 


of Eſop left, whereby we may make a true judgment of 
his ſhirit, and genius, and manner of performance. 
When Dr. Bentley ſhall clearly have made out, either 
that none of theſe fables came from Eſop himſelf ; or, if 
they did, yet that in the very form and caſt f them, as 


well as the expreſſion, they have been fince ſo totally al- 
tered, that they deſerve not to be called the ſame ; it will 


then bt time enough to own, that we are unable to judge 
of Hopi merit by any thing in the preſent collection: but 
till that is done, we may ſafely enjoy our opinions, and 
they that have admired Eſop, may venture to go on, 
and . him Jail 


< 


As for what the Dottor has ſaid of Planudes, 1 Ba 
confeſs, ſays Mr. Boyle, I have not the deepeſt venera- 
tion for his character; but neither can I think ſo deſpi- 

1 cably 


** 
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"= of him as the toy Bentley does, becatiſil find 
hem well polen gf by men of good knowledge and judg- 
ment, and chen Ey his adverſaries themſelves. May, 
De. Benitley, think, gives an account of him, not at 
all to ſs diſaduantage, where he ſays, that the ſet of fa- 
les he pus aut, was of his own drawing up: among ſt 
which, there are ſcveral ſo well turned, ſo exadlly copyed 
from nature, and built on fuch a true knowledge of hu- 
man life aus affairs, that tis plain he was neither an 
icleot nor à monk, that compoſed them. But the only 
reaſon Dr. Bentley gives for his believing them to be 4 
drawn up by Planudes, is, that there is no manuſcript; 
any where, above 300 years old, that has the fa- 
bles according to that copy. No manuſcript! 
any where ! Very extenfrve words: tis pretty diſſicult 
to anſwer for all the libraries of Europe. But this was 
an aſſertion fit to be laid down by Dr. Bentley, becauſe 
þ1(,impoſſible to be proved; and ] believe not difficult to 
be diſproved: for, as much out of the way of theſe things 
as T live, I have caſually heard of a manuſcript; older 
than Planudes, that has the fables according 10 his 
copy; Voſſius's manuſcript I mean, which, though I 
have not ſeen it myſelf, yet better judges than I am, who 
- of u ſeen it, aſſure me, that it is about 500 years old, 
And that Veſſius himſelf always eſteemed it ſo. Ts 


| 25 at 1 . 


Boyle againf Bentley- 
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Fobricius doubts of this manuferivt of Voſſius men- 
tioned by Boyle; it requires, he ſays, Further examina· 
tion. Montfaucon promiſed, (in his Diariunudtalicum). 
that he would publiſh from a manuſeriht; 8 * 

ſtry of St. Mary at Florence, the life 'of Hon, with 
the 12 855 as they were extant before the time of Na- 
nudes, more at large: (in a diffuſe ſtyle) For that Pla- 
nudes had omitted ſome — and had written both 
the life and the fables in a very 2 Mie, and af- 
ter his own manner. | 


Fabricius. 


T ſuppoſe Montfaucon never fulfilled his promiſe. 
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Introduction. ' 


| HOEVER andere to compoſe 4 | 
| \ V/ fable, whether of the ſublimer and 
more complex kind,” as the epick and _ _ 
dramatick; or of the lower and more ſimple, as 
what has been called the Eſopean; ſhould make 
it his principal intention to illuſtrate ſome one 
moral or prudential maxim. To this point the 
compoſition in all its parts muſt be directed; and 
this will lead him to deſcribe ſome action pro- 
per to enforce the maxim he has choſen, In ſe- 
veral reſpects therefore the greater fable and the 
leſs agree. It is the buſineſs 'of both tgzteach + 
dome particular moral, exemplified by an Action, 
and this enlivened by natural incidents. Both 
alike muſt be ſupported by appoſite and proper 
characters, and both be furniſhed with ſentiments 
and language ſuitable to the character thus em- 
ployed. I would by no means however inſer, 
that, to produce one of theſe ſmall pieces requires 
the ſame degree of genius, as to form an epick 


or dramatick F able. All I would n a 
| that 


\. 
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that the apologus lay right to ſome ſhare" of 


our eſteem, frohe relation it bears to the p 
ems before mentioned: as it is honourable to 
ſpring from a noble fem, although in ever fo re- 
mote a branch. A; rfect fable, even of this in- 
ferior kind, ſeems a much ſtronger proof of ge- 

nius than the mere narrative of an event. The * 
latter indeed requires judgment: the former, to- 
gether with - nh demands an effort of the 


. 4 | 


1 thus endeavoured to procure theſe lit- 
le compoſitions as much regard as they may 
fairly claim, I proceed to treat of ſome particu- 


lars moſt eſſential to their character. 
SECT 1. 2 8 
od the Truth or Moral of a Fable. * 


Is the very eſſence of a Fable to convey 
ſome Moral or uſe ful Truth, beneath the 
ſhadow of an allegory. It is this chiefly that diſ- 
tinguiſhes a Fable from a Tale; and indeed gives 
it the pre-eminence in point of uſe and dignity. 
A Tale may conſiſt of an event either ſerious or 
comic; and, provided it be told agreeably, may 
be excellent in its kind, though it ſhould imply 
no ſort of Moral. But the action of a Fable is 


contrived on purpoſe to teach and to imprint ſome 
Truth; 
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| Truth; and ſhould cleaxly andobviouſly include 
the ihuſtration of it in the very cataſtrophe. 
65 „ 

The Truth to be preferred, c on this activa 
ſhould neither be too obvious, nor trite, nor 
trivial, Such would ill deſerve the pains employed 
in Fable to convey it. As little alſo ſhould it be 
one that is very dubious, dark, or controverted. 
It ſhould be of ſuch a nature, as to challenge 
the aſſent of every ingenious and ſober judgment; 
never a point of mere ſpeculation; but tending 


to inform or remind the reader, of the proper means 


that lead to happineſs, or at leaſt, to the ſeveral 
duties, decorums, and proprieties of conduct, 
which each particular Fable endeayours to en- 
whip: 


Thereaſon why Fable has been ſo much efteem- "H 
ed in all ages and in all countries; is perhaps I 
owing to the polite manner in which its maxtims 
are conveyed. The very article of giving in- 
ſtruction ſuppoſes at leaſt, a ſuperiority of wil- 
dom in the adviſer; a circumſtance by no means 
favourable to the ready admiſſion of advice. Tis 
the peculiar excellence of Fable to wave this ait 
of ſuperiority: it leavs the reader to collect he 
moral; 'who by thus diſcovering more than 1s 


— him, —_ his principle of ſelf· love grati- 
| fed, 
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feed, inftead of being-liſguſted.» The attention s 
either taken U from me adviſer; or, if oth. 
wiſe, we are atleaſt Mattered by his Cy 
and addreſs. 14 n 8 
. 
Beſides, infiru@ion, as conveyed by Fable, 45 
not only lay aſide its lofty mien and ſupercili- 
ous aſpect, but appears dreſt in all the ſmiles and 
graces which can ſtrike the imagination, or en- 
gage the paſſions. It pleaſes in order to con- 
vince; and it imprints its moral ſo much the 
deeper, in proportion as it entertains; ſo that 
we may be ſaid to feel our duties at the very in- 
* we comprehend them. | 


- > 


1 am very ſenſible with what Aifculty a Fable 'S 
1s brought to a ſtrict agreement with the fore- 
going account of it. This however ought to be 
the writers aim. Tis the ſimple manner in which 
the:Morals of Eſop are interwoven with his Fa- 
bles, that diſtinguiſhes him, and gives him the 
Preference to all other mythologiſts. His Moun+ 
tain delivered of a Mouſe, produces the Moral of 
his Fable, in ridicule of pompous pretenders; 
and his Crow, when ſhe drops her cheeſe, lets 
fall, as it were by accident, the ſtrongeſt admo- 
- nition! againſt the power of flattery, There is 
no need of a ſeparate ſentence to explain it; no 
poſſibility 
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polhbility of impreſſing ir deeper, chat * 
we oo often ſee of accumulate 
deed the Fable of the Cock zu the —— 
Stone is in this reſpect very exceptionable. - The 
leſſon it inculcates is ſo dark andambiguous, that 
different expoſitors have given it quite oppofite in- 
terpretations: ſome imputing the Ccok's rejec- 
tion of the Diamond EY e 
to his i 3 | | 


— 2 


F 

Strictly ſpeaking a one would e 1 
leſs any detached or explicit moral. Eſop, the fa- 
ther of this kind of writing, diſclaimed any ſuch 
aſſiſtance. Tis the province of Fable to give it 
birth in the mind of the perſon for whom it is 
intended: otherwiſe the precept is dired, which 
is contrary to the nature and end of allegory. How- | 
ever, in order to give all neceſſary aſſiſtance to 
young readers, an Index is added to this 3 
le&ion, containing the ſubject or moral of each 

Fable, to which the reader may occaſiohally ap- 


ply.” 
P 


After all, the greateſt fault in any compoſition , 
(for I can hardly allow that name to riddles) is ob- 
ſcurity. There can be no purpoſe anſwered by a 
work that is unintelligible. Annibal Caracci 
and Raphael himſelf, rather than riſque ſo un- 
| pardonable 


. 
A 


k 


* 
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pardonable a fact = Bp admitted verbal PR 
nations into ſome of their beſt pictures. It 1 
be confeſſed, af very ſtory is not capable * | 
telling its own/Moral. In a caſe of this nature, 
and this only,Wſhould be expreſſly introduced, 
Perhaps alſo, Where the point is doubtful, we 
ought to ſhew enough for the leſs acute, even at 


the hazard of ſhewing too much for the more ſaga- 


cious; who, for this very reaſon, that they are 


more ſagacious, will pardon a ſuperfluity Wnten 
is ſuch. to them alone. 


But, on theſe occaſions, it has been matter of 
diſpute, whether the moral is better introduced 


at the end or beginning of a Fable. Eſop, as I 4 


ſaid before, univerſally rejected any ſeparate Mo- + 
ral. Thoſe we now find at the cloſe of his Fa- 
bles, were placed there by other hands. Among 


he ancients, Prædrus; and Gay, among the 


moclerns, inſerted theirs at the beginning : La 
Motte. prefers them at the conclufion; and Fon- 
taine diſpoſes of them indiſcriminately,qat the be- 
ginning or end, as he ſees convenient. If, amidſt 

the authority of ſuch great names, I might ven- 
ture to mention my oun opinion, I ſhould rather 
Freſia them as an introduction, than add them as 
an appendage. For I would neither pay my reader 
nor N ſo bad a compliment, as to ſuppoſe, 
after 


./ 


* 
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ral of a Fable is not very prominent and ftriking, 


after he had read the Fable, that he was not able 
to'diſcover its meaning. Beides, when the Mo- 


a leading thought at the beginning puts the 


reader in a proper track. He hs the game 
which he purſues: and, like a beagle on a warm 
ſcent, he follows the ſport with alacrity, in pro- 
portion to his intelligence. On the other hand, 
if he has no previous intimation of the deſign, 
he is puzzled throughout the Fable; and cannot 


determine upon its merit without the trouble of 


a freſh peruſal. A ray of hight, imparted at firſt, 
may ſhew him the tendency and propriety of 
every expreſſion as he goes along; but while he 
travels in the dark, no wonder if he ſtumble or 

miſtake his way. 


tions are altogether expedient. I. It muſt be 


clear: that is, it ought to ſhew without equivo- 


STCT ET TS 
Of the Adlion and Incidents proper for a Fable, 
I N chuſing the action or allegory, three condi- 


cation, preciſely and obviouſly, what we intend 


ſhould be underſtood. II. It muſt be one and 


entire. That is, it muſt not be compoſed of ſe- 


parate and independent actions, but muſt tend 


in all its cixcumſtances to the completion of one 


” 2 8 - 
* 


ſingle event. III. It muſt be natural; that is, 


0 founded, 
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founded, if nor gk Ttuth, at leaſt, on Probabi- - 
lity; on popular opinion; on that relatioꝶ au 
analogy which things bear to one another, When 
we have gratuitouſly endowed them with the hu- 
man facultieg/@Fſpeech and reaſon. And theſe 
conditions are taken from the nature of the hu- 
man mind; which cannot endure to be embar- 


raſſed, to * bewildered, or to be deceived. 


A Fable offends againſt preſpicuity,when it leaves 1 g 


us doubtful what Truth the Fabuliſt intended to 
convey. We have a ſtriking example of this in 
Dr. Croxall's Fable of the creaking wheel. -7 
coachman, ſays he, hearing one of his wheels 
creak, was ſurpriſed ; but more eſpecially, when 
he perceived that it was the worſt wheel of the, 
whole ſet, and which he thought had but little © . 
pretence to take ſuch a liberty. But, upon his 
diemanding the reaſon why it did ſo, the wheel 
"replied, that it was natural for people who labour- 
ed under any affliction or calamity to complain,” \, 
Who would imagine this Fable deſigned, as the 
author informs us, foran admonition to repreſs, 
or keep our complaints to ourſelves, or if we muſt 
let our ſorrows ſpeak, to take care it be done in 
ſolitude and retirement. The ſtory of this Fable 
is not well imagined: atleaſt, if meant to ſupport 


the Moral which the author has drawn from it. 
713 A 


| * 
2 wr 
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K rable i is faulty in a to unity; when 
ul ſeveral circumſtances point different ways; and 
o not center, like ſo many lines, in one diſtin 
and unambiguous Moral. An ample of this 
kind is furniſhed by La Motte iu the obſervation 
he makes on Fontaine's two pigeons. *Theſe 
pigeons had a reciprocal affection for each other. 
One of them ſhewing a deſire to travel. was ear- 
neſtly oppoſed by his companion, but in vain. 
The former ſets out upon his rambles, and en- 
counters a thouſand unforeſeen dangers; while 
the latter ſuffers almoſt as much at home, through 
his apprehenſions for his roving friend. How- 
ever, our traveller, after many hair-breadth , +» 
eſcapes, returns at length in ſafety back, and 
the two pigeons are, once again, mutually hap- 
py in each other's company.” Now the appli- 
cation of this Fable is utterly vague and uncertain, __ 
for want of circumſtances to determine, whether,” Y | 
the author deſigned principally to repreſent the © 
dangers of the Traveller: his friend's anxiety during 
his abſence zyor their mutual happineſs on his re- 
turn, Whereas, had the travelling pigeon met 
with no diſaſters on his way, but only found all 
pleaſures inſiped for want of his friend's partici- 
pation; and had he returned from no other mo- 
tive, than a deſire of ſeeing him again, the whole 
then had happily cloſed in this one conſpicuous 
e 2 inference, 
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inference, ' that the areibnce of a real frien 
the moſt deten 2 gratifications, 


The laſt * 2 mentioned, that a Fable 
ſhould be natuxal, may be violated ſeveral ways. 
Tis oppoſed, When we make creatures enter in- 
to unnatural aſſociations. Thus the ſheep or the 
goat muſt not be made to hunt with the lion ; 
and it is yet more abſurd, to repreſent the lion as 
falling in love with the foreſter's daughter. "Tis 
infringed, by aſcribing to them appetites and 
paſſions that are not conſiſtent with their known 
characters; or elſe by employing them in ſuch 
occupations, as are foreign and unſuitable to 
their reſpective natures. A fox ſhould not be 
ſaid to long for grapes; an hedgehog pretend to 
drive away flies; nor a partridge offer his ſervice - 
to delve in the vineyard. A ponderous iron and 
an earthen vaſe ſhould not ſwim together down 
a river; and he that ſhould make his gooſe lay 
golden eggs, would ſhew a luxuriant fancy, but 
very little judgment. In ſhort, nothing beſides 
the faculty of ſpeech and reaſon, which Fable 
has been allowed to confer even upon inanimates, 
muſt ever contradiã the nature of things, or atleaſt, 
the commonly received opinion concerning them, 


Opinious 


— 2 
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Opinions indeed, although erroneous, if they 
either are, or have been univerſally received, may 
afford ſufficient foundation for à Fable. The 
mandrake, here, may be made to utter groans; 
and the dying ſwan, to pour forth her elegy. The 
ſphinx and the phcenix, the ſyren and the centaur, 
have all the exiſtence that 1s requiſite for Fable. 
Nay, the goblin, the fairy, and even the man in the 
moon, may have each his province allotted him, 
provided it be not an improper one, Here the no- 
toriety of opinion ſupplies the place of fact, and 


in this manner truth may fairly be deduced from 
falſehood. 


Concerning the incidents proper for Fable, it 
is a rule without exception, that they ought al- 
ways to be few; it being foreign to the nature of 
this compoſition to admit of much variety. Vet 
a Fable with only one ſingle incident may poſli-1/ 
bly appear too naked. If Eſop and Phædrus 
are herein ſometimes too ſparing, Fontaine and 
La Motte are as often too profuſe, In this, as in 
moſt other matters, a medium certainly is beſt, 
In a word, the incidents ſhould not only be few, 
but ſhort; and like thoſe in the Fables of *the 
{wallow and other birds,“ „the miller and his 
ſon,” and the court and country-mouſe,” they 


e 3 muſt 
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muſt naturally ut of che ſubject, and tente 
to illuſtrate and enforce the Moral. $398 


* 


$E CT. III. 


Of the Perſons, Charattrs, and Sentiments of Fable. 


HE race of animals firſt preſent themſelves 
as the proper actors in this little drama. 
They are indeed a ſpecies that aproaches, in 
many reſpects, ſo near to our own, that we need 
only lend them ſpeech, in order to produce a 
| ſtriking reſemblance. It would however be un- 
reaſonable, to expect a ſtrict and univerſal ſimi- 
litude. There is a certain meaſure and degree of 
analogy, with which the moſt diſcerning reader 
will reſt contented: for inſtance, he will accept 
the properties of animals, although neceſſary and 
invariable, as the images of our inclinations, tho 
z never ſo free. To require more than this, were 
to ſap the very foundations of allegory; and 
even to deprive ourſelves of half the pleaſure 
that flows from poetry in general. 


Solomon ſends us to the ant, to learn the wiſ- 


dm of induſtry: and our inimitable ethic poet 


introduces nature herſelf as giving us a fimilar 
kind of counſel. 


T hus 
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Thus then to Man the voice of. Nature ſpake ; 
Go, from the Creatures thy inſtrufiions take— 
„There all the forms of ſocial-union find, 

And thence, let reaſon late inſtru mankind.” 


He ſuppoſes that animals in their native cha- 
raters, without the advantages of ſpeech and rea- 
ſon which are deſigned them by the Fabuliſts, 
may in regard to Morals as well as Arts, become 
examples to the human race. Indeed, I am 
afraid we have ſo far deviated into aſcititious 
appetites and fantaſtic manners, as to find the 
expediency of copying from them that ſimplicity 
we ourſelves have loſt. Tf animals in themſelves 
may be thus exemplary, how much more may 
they be made inſtructive, under the direction of 
an able Fabuliſt; who by conferring upon them 
the gift of language, contrives to make their in- 


* 


determinate ! 


But theſe are not his only actors. The Fabu- 
liſt has one advantage above all other writers 
whatſoever; as all the works both of art and na- 


ture are more immediately at his diſpoſal. He 


has, in this reſpect, a liberty not allowed to 
epick, or dramatick writers; who are undoubt- 


4 edly 


„ 
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edly more limited "Ma * of perſona ; 
employed. He has authority to preſs in 3 
| ſervice every Kind of exiſtence under heaven ' * 
not only beaſtat pirds. inſects, and all the ani- 
mal creation; Hut flowers, ſhrubs, trees, and all 
the tribe of vegetables. Even mountains, foſſils, 
minerals, and the inanimate works of ene 
diſcourſe articulately at his command, and act 
the part which he aſſigns them. The virtues, , 
vices, and every property of beings, receive from 
him a local habitation and a name. In ſhort he 3 
may perſonify, beſtow life, ſpeech and action, 
on whatever he thinks proper. , 


* 


It is eaſy, to imagine what a ſource of 'novelty 
and variety this muſt open, to a genius capable 
of receiving, and of employing, theſe ideal per- 4 
ſons in a proper manner; what an opportunity 

it affords him to diverſify his images, and to 
Weat the fancy With change of objefs; while he 
ſtrengthens the underſtanding, or regulates the 
paſſions, by a ſucceſhon of Truths. To raiſe be- 


ings like theſe into a ſtate of action and intelli- 
gence, gives the Fabuliſt an undoubted claim to 
that firſt character of the poet, à Creatar. I rank 
dim not, as I ſaid before, with the writers of 
e epick or dramatick poems; but the maker of ping 
9 needles is as much an artiſt, as an anchor- 
Di ſmith: 


= 
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d painter in . may ſhew as 
much {k1ll, r 


- 


. 
i 


When theſe perſons are oncifaiſed, we muſt 
carefully injoin them proper taſks; and aſſign 
them ſentiments and language ſuitable to their 
ſeveral natures, and reſpective properties. -  * 


A raven ſhould not be extolled for her voice, 
nor a bear be repreſented with an elegant ſhape, 
Twere a very obvious inſtance of abſurdity, to 
paint an hare, cruel; or a wolf, compaſſionate. 
An aſs were but ill qualified to be General of 
an army, though he may well enough ſerve 
haps for one of the trumpeters. But ſo long 9 $4 

popular opinion allows to the lion, magnani- 
mity ; rage, to the tiger; ſtrength, to the mul? 5 
cunning, to the fox; and buffoonery, to the 
monkey; why may not they @pport the charats 
ters of an Agamemnon, Achilles, Ajax, Ulyſſes 
and Theres? The truth is, when Moral actions 

are with judgment attributed to the brute crea- 
tion. we ſcarce perceive that nature is at all vio- 
lated by the Fabuliſt. He appears, at moſt, to- 
have only tranſlated their language. His lions, 
wolves, and foxes, behave and argue as thoſe crea» ©, * 

; * 


tures 


daeſire a fine perriwig, and the moon petition 
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tures would, had originally been * 
with the hur_ay * of ſpeech and re bY. 
* 


But greater 95 is 5 required. n we 
perſoniſy inanimate beings. Here the copy ſo far 
. deviates from the great lines of nature, that, with- 
out the niceſt care, reaſon will revolt againſt the 
fiction. However, beings of this ſort, managed 
ingeniouſly and with addreſs, recommend the 
Fabuliſt's invention by the grace of novelty and 
of variety. Indeed the analogy between things 
natural and artificial, animate and inanimate, is 
often ſo very ſtriking, that we can, with ſeeming 
propriety, give paſſions and ſentiments to every 
individual part of exiſtence. Appearance favours 
the deception. The vine may be enamoured of 
the elm; her embraces teſtify her paſſion. The 
ſwelling mountain may, naturally enough, be 
delivered of a mouſe. The gourd may reproach 
the pine, and the f- rocket inſult the ſtars. The 
axe may ſollicit a new handle of the foreſt; and 
the moon, in her female character, ſt a fa- 
ſhionable garment. Here is nothing incongru- 
ous; nothing that ſhocks the reader with impro- 
priety. On the other hand, were the axe to 


n 3 > 


for a new pair of boots; probability would then be 
violated, and the abſurdity become too glaring. 
SECT. 


if 
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On the Language of Fable. 


"HE moſt beautiful F ablesthat ever were in- 

vented, may be disfigured by the Language 
in which they are clothed. Of this, poor Eſop, 
in ſome of his Engliſh dreſles, affords'a melan- 
choly proof. The ordinary ſtyle of Fable ſhould 
be familiar, but it ſhould alſo be elegant. Were 
I to inſtance any ſtyle that I ſhould prefer on 
this occaſion, it ſhould be that of Mr. Addiſon's 
little tales in the Spectator. That eaſe and fim- 
plicity, that conciſeneſs and propriety, that ſub- 
dued and decent humour he ſo remarkably diſ- 
covers in thoſe compoſitions ; ſeem to have qua- 
lied him for a Fabuliſt, almoſt beyond any orgy 
writer. But to return. 


The Familiar, ſays Mr. La Motte, to whoſe in- 
genious Eſay I have often been obliged in this 
diſcourſe is the general tone or accent of Fable. 
It was thought ſufficient, on its firſt appearance, 
to lend the animals our moſt common language. 
Nor indeed have they any extraordinary pretenſions 
to the ſublime; it being requiſite they ſhould” 

ſpeak with the ſame ſimplicity that they behave.” 


The © 
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The familiar alſp is more proper for in 
tion, than the dlevated; this being the lang 


of reflection, as the former is the voice of neue 


We guard ourſelves againſt the one, butlie open 
to the other; and inſtruction will always the 


moſt effectually ſway us, when it appears leaſt | 


Jealous of its rights and privileges. 
* 
The familiar ſtyle howeverthati is here e 
notwithſtanding that appearance of Eaſe which 
is its character, is perhaps more difficult to write, 


than the elevated or ſublime. A writer more readily 


perceives when he has riſen above the common 
language; than he perceives, in ſpeaking this 
language, whether he has made the choice that 


is moſt ſuitable to the occaſion: and it is never- 
theleſs, upon this happy choice that all the charm 


of the familiar depends. Moreover, the elevated 
ſtyle deceives and ſeduces, although it be not the 
beſt choſen; whergas the familiar can procure it- 
ſelf no ſort of reſpeR, if it be not eaſy, natural, 
juſt, delicate, and unaffected. A Fahuliſt muſt 
therefore beſtow great attention upon his ſtyle: 
and even labour it ſo much the more, that it may 
appear to have coſt him no pains at all. 


The authority of Fontaine juſtifies this opinion 


in regard to ſtyle. His Fables are perhaps the 
beſt 
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bed amples of the \ gene familiar, as Sir Roger 

Range affords the groſſeſt, of the indelicate 
d low. When we read that while the frog 

and the mouſe were diſputing it at ſword's point, 
down comes a kite powdering upon them in the 
interim, and gobbets up both together to part the 
fray.” And where the fox reproaches © a'bevyof f 
Jolly goſſiping wenches making merry over a diſk 
of pullets, that, if he but peeped into a hen-rooſt, 
they always made a bawling with their dogs and 
their baſtards; while you yourſelves, ſays he, can 
lie ſtuffing your guts with your hens and your ca- 
pons, and not a word of the pudding.” This may 
be familiar, but is alſo coarſe and vulgay; and 
cannot fail to diſguſt a reader that has the leaſt 
c_ of taſte or delicacy. 


The ſtyle of Fable then muſt be eagle and * 
miliar; and it muſt likewiſe be correct and elegant. 
By the former, I would adviſgthat it ſhould not 
be loaded with figure and metaphor; that' the 
diſpoſiti words be natural; the turn of ſen- 
tences, ei; and their conſtruction, unembar- 


raſſed. By elegance, I would exclude all coarſe 
and provincial terms; all affected and puerile 
conceits; all obſolete and pedantick phraſes. 
To this I would adjoin, as the word perhaps 
implies, a certain finiſhing poliſh, which gives 

< 


2 grace and ſpirit to the — a which * tho 


it have always the appearance of nature, is N 


muga 


But, notwitading all that has been aid, 
there are ſome occaſions on which it is allo wable. 
and even expedient to change the ſtyle. The 
. languagegf a Fable muſt riſe or fall in conformity 
to the ſubject. A Lion, when introduced in his 
regal capacity, muſt hold diſcourſe in a ſtrain 


ſomewhat more elevated than a Country-Mſouſe. 


The lioneſs. then becomes his Queen, and the 
beaſts of the foreſt are called his Subjects : a me+ 
thod that offers at once to the imagination, both 
the animal and the perſon he is deſigned to repre- 
ſent. Again, the buffoon-monkey ſhould avoid 
that pomp of phraſe, which the owl employs 4 
her beſt pretence to wiſdom. Unleſs the ſtyle 
be thus judiciouſly varied, it will be 2 
to preſerve. a — of cm 


Deſcriptions, at once conciſe a nent, 
add a grace to Fable; but are then Moſt happy, 
when included in the action: whereof the Fable 
ol Boreas and the Sun affords us an example. An 

. epithet well choſen is often a deſcription 1 in itſelf: 
And fo much the more agreeable, as it the leſs 

retards us in our purſuit of the cataſtrophe. | 


I 
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1 ght enlarge much further on the ſubject. 

- but perhaps I may appear to have been too dif- 

V4 fuſe already. Let it ſuffice:to” hint, that little 


ſtrokes of humour, when ariſing naturally from the 
ſubjet; and incidental reflections, when kept in 


due ſubordination to the principal, add a value 
to theſe compoſitions. Theſe latter however 


ſhould be employed very ſparingly, nd with 
great addreſs; be very few and very ſhort: It is 
ſcarcely enough that they naturally reſult from 
the ſubject: they ſhould be ſuch as may appear 
neceſſary and ęſſential parts of the Fable. And 
when theſe embelliſhments, pleaſing in themſelves, 


; 

: 

| 

| 

; 

l 

; 

| 

ford that nameleſs grace remarkable in Fontaine 
u and ſome few others; and which perſons of the 
= beſt diſcernment will more eaſily conceive, than 
: they can explain. 

5 
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tend to illuſtrate the main adion, they then al- 
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FABLE I. 
The Trees and the Bramble, 


HE Iſraelites, ever murmuring and diſ- 
contented under the reign of Jehovah, 
were defirous of having a king, like the 

reſt of the nations. They oed the kingdom 
to Gideon their deliverer; to him, and to his 
poſterity aer him: he generouſly refuſed their 
offer, and reminded them, that Jehovah was 
their king. When Gideon was dead, Abime- 
lech, his ſon by a concubine, flew all his other 
ſons to the number of ſeventy, Joatham alone 
eſcaping; and by the aſſiſtance of the She- 
chemites made himſelf king. Joatham, to repre- 

B 2 ſent 


0 
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ſent to them their folly, and to ſhew them, that 
the moſt deſerving ate generally the leaſt ambi 

tious, whereas the worthleſs graſp at power with 2 
eagetneſs, and exerciſe it with inſolence and 7 
any? ſpake to them in the > manner. 


Henke uo me, ye men of Shechem, fo No. 
God hearken unto you. The Trees, grown Wea 
Gee of tlie fate of freedom and equality in which: 

d had placed them, met. together to chuſe 
and to anoint a king over them: and they ſald 
to the Olive - tree, Reign thou over us. But the 
Olive: tree ſaid unto them, Shall I quit my fat- 
neſs wherewith God and man is honoured, to 
diſquiet myſelf with the cares of government, 
and to rule over the Trees? And they ſaid unto 
the Fig-tree, Come thou, and reign over us. But 
the Fig-tree ſaid unto them, Shall I bid adieu 
to my {ſweetneſs and my pleaſant fruit; to take 
upon ine the painful charge of royalty, and to 
be ſet over the Trees? Then ſaid the Trees unto 
the Vine, Come thou and reign over us. But 
the Vine ſaid alſo unto them, Shall I leave my 
wine which honoureth God and cheareth man, 
to bring upon myſelf nothing but trouble and 
anxiety, and to become king of the Trees? we 
are happy in our preſent lot: ſeek ſome other to 


reign over you. Then ſaid all the Trees unto the 
Bramble, 
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Bramble, Come. thou and reign over us. And 
the Bramble ſaid unto them, Iwill be your king; 
come ye all under my ſhadow, and be ſafe; 
obey me, and I will grant you my protection. 
But if you obey me not, out of the Bramble 
ſhall come forth a fire, which ſhall devour even 


the cedars of Lebanon. 4 
FABLE IIs 
Fhe Frogs petitioning Jupiter for a 2 


A Eſop was travelling over Greece, he hap- 

pened to paſs thro Athens juſt aſter Pi- 
idratus had aboliſhed the popular ſtate, and 
uſurped a ſovereign power; when perceiving 
that the Athenians bore the yoke, tho' mild and 
eaſy, with much impatience, he related to them 
the following fable. 


The commonwealth of Frogs, a diſcontented, va- 
riable race, weary of liberty, and fond of change, 
petitioned Jupiter to grant them a king. The 
good natured deity, in order to indulge this their 
requeſt, with as little miſchief to the petitioners 
as poſſible, threw them down a log. At firſt 
they regarded their new monarch with great 
reverence, and kept from him at a moſt reſpect- 


ful diſtance; but perceiving his tame and peace- 
B 3 able 
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able diſpoſition, they by degrees We 0 
proach him with more familiarity, till at len 
they conceived for him the utmoſt contempt. In” 
- this diſpoſition, they renewed their requeſt to 
| Jupiter, and intreated him to beſtow upon them 
another king. The Thunderer in his wrath ſent 
them a crane, who no ſooner took poſſeſſion of 
his new dominions, than he began to devour his 
ſubjects one after another in a moſt capricious 
and tyrannical manner. They were now far 
more diſſatisfied than before; when applying to 
Jupiter a third time, they were diſmiſſed with 
this reproof, that the evil they complained of, 
they had imprudently brought upon themſelves; ; 
and that they had no other remedy now but to 
ſubmit to it with patience. 


FABLE III. 
, Te Wolf and the Shepherds. 


OW apt men are to condemn in others, 
what they pradtiſe themſelvesWithout ſcru- 


} | 
A Wolf, ſays Plutarch, peeping into a hut, 
where a company of Shepherds where regaling 
© themſelves with a joint of mutton; Lord, ſaid 
he, what a clamour would theſe men have raiſed, 
if they had catched me at ſuch, a banquet! 


FABLE 
4 | 6 * 


n Bel and as . 


ſul, being deputed by the ſenate to ap- 
peaſe a dangerous tumult and ſedition of the 
people, who refuſed to pay the taxes neceſſary 
for carrying on the buſineſs of the ſtate; con- 
vinced them of their folly, by n to them” 
the following fable. | 


My friends and country. men, ſaid he, . 
to my words. It once happened that the members 


of the human body, taking ſome exceptions at 
the conduct of the Belly, reſolved no longer to 


in aſedtious ſpeech, aggravated their grievances; 
and after highly extolling. the activity and dili- 


gence of the Hands and Feet, ſet forth how hard 


and unreaſonable it was, that the fruits of theirla- 
bour ſhould.be ſquandered away upon the inſa · 
tiable cravings of a fat and indolent Paunch, 
which was entirely uſeleſs, and unable to da 
any thing towards helping himſelf, This ſpeech 


was received with unanimous applauſe by all the 


ENENIUS AGRIPPA, a Romaneon- 


grant him the uſual ſupplies. The Tongue firſt, 
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Members, Immediately the Hands declared they. 


would work no more; the Feet determined to 
B 4 carey 
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carry no farther the load of Guts with 

they had hitherto been oppreſſed; nay, ds, 
Teeth refuſed to prepare a ſingle morſel more for 
his uſe. In this diſtreſs, the Belly beſought 
them to conſider maturely, and not foment ſo 
ſenſeleſs a rebellion, There is none of you, ſays 
he, can be ignorant that whatſoever you be- 
ſow upon me, is immediately converted to your 
uſe, and diſperſed by me for the good of you all 
into every Limb. But he remonſtrated in vain; 
for during the clamours of paſſion, the voice 
of reaſon is always diſregarded. It being there- 
fore ' impoſſible for him to quiet the tumult, he 
ſtarved for want of their aſſiſtance, and the body 
waſted away to a ſkeleton. The Limbs, grown 
weak and languid were ſenſible at laſt of their er- 
ror, and would fain have returned to their re- 
ſpective duties; but it was now too late, death 
had taken poſſeſſion of the whole, and they all 


periſhed together. 


* 
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The Fox and the * Swallow. 


A* ISTOTLE informs us that the following 
fable was ſpoken by Eſop to the Samiangs, 
on a debate upon changing their miniſters, who 
were accuſed of plundering the commonwealth. 


A Fox ſwimming acroſs a river, happened to 
be entangled in ſome weeds that grew near the 
bank, from which he was unable to extricate 
himſelf. As he lay thus expoſed to whole ſwarms 
of flies, who were galling him and ſucking his 
blood; a Swallow obſerving his diſtreſs, kindly 
offered to drive them away. By no means, ſaid 
the Fox; for if theſe ſhould be chaſed away, who 
are already ſufficiently gorged, another more hun- 
gry ſwarm would ſucceed, and I ſhould be rob- 
bed of every remaining drop of blood in my veins 


* Inſtead of the Swallow, it was originally a Hedge- 
hog : but ag that creature ſeemed very unfit for the buſi- 
neſs of driving away flies, it was thought more proper 
to ſubſtitute the Swallow, 


7 
* 
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The Fox and the Raven. 


Fox obſerving à Raven perched on the 

branch of a tree, with a fine piece of cheeſe 
in her mouth, immediately began to conſider how 
he might poſſeſs himſelf of ſo delicious a mor- 
ſel. Dear madam, ſaid he, I am extreamely glad 
to have the pleaſure of ſeeing you this morning: 
your beautiful ſhape, and ſhining feathers, are 


the delight of my eyes; and would you conde- 


ſcend to favour me with a ſong, I doubt not but 
your voice is equal to the reſt of your accom- 
pliſhments. Deluded with this flattering fpeech, 


the tranſported Raven opened her mouth, in or- 


der to give him a ſpecimen of her pipe, when 
down droped the cheeſe: which the Fox imme- 


diately ſnatching up, bore it away in triumph, 
teaying the Raven to lament her credulous va- 


wit at her leiſure, 


FA 4.L EXC: 


The Fox and the Stafh, 9 * 


HE Fox, tho' in general more inclined to 
roguery than wit, had once a ſtrong inclina- 
tion to play the wag with his neighbour the 


, 3 142 F Stork. 
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Stork, He accordingly invited her to'dinnerin 
reat form; but when it came upon the table, 

the — found it conſiſted intirely of different 
ſoups, ſerved up in broad ſhallow diſhes, ſo that 


ſhe could only dip in the end of her bill, but 
could not poſſibly ſatisfy her unger. The Fox lap - 


ped it up very readily, and e now and * | 

addreſſed binſelf to his in deſired to know " 
how ſhe liked her entertainment; hoped that = 
every thing was ſeaſoned to her mind; and pro- 1, 
teſted he was very ſorry to ſee her eat ſo ſparingly. 48 


The Stork, perceiving ſhe was played upon, took 8 

no notice, but pretended to like every diſh ex- 

tremely i and at parting preſſed the Fox ſo ear 

neſtly to return her vifit, that he could not in 

civility refuſe, The day arrived, and he repaired , 1 

to his appointment; but to his great mortifica- * 

tion, when dinner appeared, he found it com-. 

poſed of minced meat, ſerved up in long narrow- 

necked glaſſes; ſo that he was only tantalized 

with the /ight of what it was impoſhble for him * 

to taſte, The Stork thruſt in her long bill, and | 

—— herſelf very plentifully; then turning to 
ynard, who was eagerly licking the outſide + 

— a jarr where ſome ſauce had been ſpilled-1 

am very glad, ſaid ſhe ſmiling, that you ſeem to 

have ſo good an appetite; 'I hope you will make 

as hearty a dinner at my table as I did the other 


' day ©, 


we 
4 «ds 
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day at yours. Reynard hung down his head, and 
looked very much diſpleaſed, —Nay, nay, ſaid 
the Stork, don't pretend to be out of humour 
about the matter: they that cannot take a jeſt 


ſhould never make ons. 


FABLE VIII. 
The Daw with borrowed Feathers. 


HEN a pert young templer, or city ap- 
prentice, ſets up for a fine gentleman, 
with the aſſiſtance of an imbroidered waiſtcoat 
and Dreſden ruffles, but without one qualifica- 
ton proper to the character; how frequently | 
does it happen, that he is laughed at by his 
equals, and Bari by thoſe whom he pre- 


ſumed to imitate ! 1 


A pragmatical Jackdaw was vain enough to 
imagine, that he wanted nothing but the coloured 
plumes, to render him as elegant a bird as the 
Peacock. Puffed up with this wiſe conceit, he 
dreſſed himſelf with a ſufficient quantity of their 
moſt beautiful feathers, and. y this borro 
garb, forſaking his old 
youred to paſs for a Peacock. Bht he 10 ſooner 
attempted to affociate with theſe genteel crea- 
tures, than an affected ſtrut betrayed the vain 


pretender. 
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pretender, The offended Peacocks, plucking 


front him their degraded feathers, ſoon ſtriped _ 
. 


him of his finery, reduced him to a mere Jatidato, 
and drove him back to his brethren; by whom 
he was now equally deſpiſed, and juſtly puniſhed 
with deriſion and contempt. 


FABLE IX. 
The Wolf and the Lamb, 


HEN cruelty and injuſtice are armed with 
power, and determined on oppreſſion, 
the ſtrongeſt pleas of i innocence are preferred "$4 


vain, 


J 
4 
5 
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A Wolf and a Lamb were accidentally 
ing their thirſt togther at the ſame rivulet, The | 
Wolf ſtood towards the head of the ſtream 
the Lamb at ſome diſtance below. The injurious” 
beaſt, reſolved on a quarrel, fiercely demandg-— \ | 
How dare you diſturb the water which I am - 
drinking? The poor Lamb, all trembling, re- | 
plies, How, I beſeech you, can that poſſibly be 4 
the gaſe, fince the current ſets from you to me? ® 
Diſconterted by the-force of truth, he changes 
the accuſation.” Six months ago, ſays he, you 
vilely ſlandered me. Impoſſible, returns the 
an ſoy I was not then born, No matter, it 
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was your father then, or ſome of your relations; 
and immediately ſeizing the innocent Lamb ne 
tore him to pieces. 


ö FABLE 1X. 
The Mountain in Labour, 


A Rumour once prevailed, that a neighbour- 
ing Mountain was in Labour; it was af- 
firmed that ſhe had been heard to utter prodigious 
— and a general expectation had been 
att raiſed, that ſome extraordinary birth was at hand, 

titudes flocked with: much eagerneſs to be 


\ * 
1 P itniefſes of the wonderful event: one expecting 
nauer to be delivered of a giant; another of ſome 
1 ** mous monſter; and all were ſuſpended in 7 
1 Us # eſt expectation of ſomewhat grand and aſto- 
. When, after waiting with great impa- 


F 
esa conſiderable time, behold —out erept a 


Ft” 
9 


3 
he e ein x. 
* 4 5 The Boys and the Frogs. * 


0 N the margin of a large lake, nich was in- in- 
habited by a great number of Frogs, a 


company of Boys happened to be at play. Their 
diverſion was duck and drake; and whole vollies 
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of ſtones were thrown into the water, to the 
great annoyance and danger of the poor. terri- 
hed Frogs. at length one of the moſt hardy. 
lifting up his head above the ſurface of the lake 

Ah, dear children, ſaid he, why will ye hank 
ſo ſoon the cruel practices of your race? Conſi- 
der, I beſeech you, that tho" this may be ſport 
bo you, it is death to us. 


FABLE KI. * 
The Lark and her Young, 1 


A Lark having built her neſt in a field 
corn, it grew ripe before her Young 
well able to fly. 8 for their ſafgty 
ſhe enjoined them, while ſhe went out in 
to provide for their ſubſiſtence, to liſte 
tentively to any diſcourſe they might hear 
reaping the field. At her return they to | 
that the farmer and his ſon had been thers,: — 
had agreed to ſend to ſome of their neighbawny;s 
to aſſiſt them in cutting it down the next day. 
And ſo they depend, it ſeems, upon neighbours, 
ſaid the mother: very well: then I think we 
have no occaſion to be afraid. of tomorrow,” The 
next day ſhe went out, and left them the ſame ' © 
injunction as before. When ſhe returned, hex, 
acquainted her that the farmer and his — 


gr 
9 


, 
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again been there, but as none of their neigh- 
bours came to their aſſiſtance, they had deferred 


* reaping till the next day, and intended to ſend 


for help to their friends and relations, I think 
we may ſtill venture another day, ſays the mo- 
ther; but however be careful as before, to let 
me know what paſſes in my abſence. They now 
inform her, that the farmer and his ſon had a 
third time viſited the field; and finding that nei- 
ther friends nor relations had regarded their ſum- 
mons, they were determined to come the next 
. and cut it down 'themſelves. Nay, then, 
lied the Lark, it is time to think of removing: 
as they now depend only upon themſelves for 
ding their own buſineſs, it will undoubtedly 
rmed. 


The Stag drinking. 


Fg quenching his thirſt in a clear lake, 
was ſtruck with the beauty of his horns, 
which he ſaw refleted in the water. At the 
ſame time, obſerving the extreme ſlenderneſs of 
his legs; What pity it is, faid he, that ſo fine a 


creature ſhould be furniſhed with ſo 1 | 
le 


a ſet of ſpindle ſhamiks! what a truely noble ani- 
mal I ſhould be, were my legs in any degree ans 


Fwerable 
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ſwerable to my horns! In the midſt of this ſoli- 
loquy, he was alarmed with the cry of a pack of 
hounds: He immediately flies through the foreſt, 
and leaves his purſuers ſo far behind, that he 
might probably have eſcaped; but taking into 
a thick wood, his horns were entangled in the 
branches, where he was held till the hounds . 
came up, and tore him in pieces. In his laſt mo- 
ments, he thus exclaimed Ho ill do we judge 
of our own true advantages! he legs which I de- 6 
ſþiſed would have borne me away in ſafety, had A 
not my favourite antlers betrayed me to ruin. ” ; 


FABLE XIV. 


The Swallow and other Birds. 


Swallow obſerving an huſbandman em 45 3 

ed in ſowing hemp, called the bed .*% 
together, and informed them what the — > F 
was about. He told them that hemp was he 15 4 
material from which the nets, ſo fatal to ge 22 * 
thered race, were compoſed; and adviſed them #3 
unanimouſly to join in picking it up, in order 
to prevent the conſequences. The Birds either 
diſbelieving his information, or neglecting his 
advice, gave themſelves no trouble about the 
matter, In a little time the hemp appeared above . T; l 
ground: the friends Swallow again addreſſed | 

C himſalf 
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himſelf to them, told them i it was not yet, — 
late, provided they would immediately ſet 
the work, before the ſeeds had taken oo 8 
root. But they ſtill rejecting his advice, he for- 
ſook their ſociety, repaired for ſafety to towns 
and cities, there built his habitation and kept his 
reſidence. One day, as he was ſkimming along 
the ſtreets, — happened to ſee a large parcel of 

- thoſe very Birds, impriſoned in a cage, on the 
ſhoulders of a 2 — Unhappy wretches, 
ſaid he, you now feel the puniſhment of your 
7 former neglect. But thoſe, who, having no 
foreſight of their own, deſpiſe the wholeſome” 
admonition of their friends, deſerve the miſchief 
which their own obſtinacy or negligence brings 

þ 16 er their heads. 


* The Aſs and the Lap-dog. 7 


N Aſs, who lived in the ſame houſe with. a 
favourite Lap-dog, obſerving the ſuperior 
degree of affection Which the little minion en- 

joyed, imagined he had nothing more to do, in 

order to obtain an equal ſhare, in the good graces 
of the family, than to imitate the Lap-dog's play- 
ful and endearing careſſes. Accordingly, he be- 
gan to frilk about before his maſter, kicking up 

| | is 


* 
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F A* Lion by accident laid his paw upon 2 poor | 


| * 
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his beels and btaying, in an aukward affectation 
of wantanneſs and pleaſantry. This ſtrange be- 
haviaur could not fail of raiſing much laughter, 
which the Aſs miſtaking for approbation and en- 


couragement, he proc to leap upon his 
maſter's breaſt, and began very familiarly to lick 


his face: but he was preſently convinced by the 


force of a good cudgel, that what is ſprightly 


and agreeable in one, may in another be juſtly 
cenſured as rude and i impertinent; and that the 


ſureſt way to gain eſteem, is for every one to act 


ſuitably to his own natural genius and character. » 


ABLE MM. 


0 '% 


T he Lion and the Mouſe. 1 


innocent Mouſe. The frighted little rea- 
ture, imagining ſhe was juſt going to be de- 


voured, begged hard for her life, urged iat 


clemency was the faireſt attribute of power Ad 
earneſtly intreated his majeſty not to Rain his il- 
luſtrious paws with the blood of ſo inſignificant 


an animal: upon which, the Lion very gene- 


roully ſet her at liberty. It happened a few days , ” 


afterwards,' that the Lion ranging for his prey, 


fell into the toils of the hunter. The 


* 


12 
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ouſe 


heard bis roarings, knew the voice of her bene - 7 
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factor, and immediately repairing to his aſſiſt- 
ance gnawed in pieces the meſhes of the net, and 
by delivering her preſerver, convinced him that 
there is no creature ſo much below another, but 
may have it in his power to return a good office. 
FABLE XVII. 
T he Wolf and the Crane. 
A Wolf having with too much greedineſs 
| ſwallowed a bone, it unfortunately ſtuck 
in his throat; and in the violence of his pain he 
applied to ſeveral animals, earneſtly intreating 
them to extract it. None cared to hazard the 
dangerous experiment, except the Crane; who, 
perſuaded by his ſolemn promiſes of a gratuity, , 
ventured to thruſt her enormous length of neck 
down his throat, and having ſucceſsfully per- 
formed the operation, claimed the recompence. 
See the unreaſonableneſs of ſome creatures, faid 
the Wolf: have I not ſuffered thee ſafely to 
draw thy neck out of my jaws, and haſt thou the 
conſcience to demand a further reward: 
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* F A B LE XVIII. 
T he Countryman and the Snake. 


ANY honeſt Countrymas oberved a Snake ly- 
ing under a hedge, almoſt frozen to death. 
He was moved with compaſſion; and bringing 
it home, he laid it near the fire, and gave it 
ſome new milk. Thus fed and cheriſhed, the 
creature preſently began to revive: but no ſooner 
had he recovered ſtrength enough to do miſchief, 
than he ſprung upon the Contryman's wife, bit 
one of his children, and in ſhort, threw all the 
whole family into confuſion and terrar. Un» 
greatful wretch! ſaid the man, thou haſt ſuffi- 


ciently taught me how ill-judged it is, to confer 


benefits on the worthleſs and undeſerving. So ſuy- 

ing, he ſnatched up a hatchet, and cut "the 
Snake in pieces. ", 

FABLE XIX. a 

T he Dog and the Shadow. 

ANY hungry Spaniel, having ſtolen a piece of 


fleſh from a butchers's ſhop, was carrying 
it acroſs a river. The water being clear, and the 
ſun ſhining brightly, he ſaw his own Image in 


the eam. and fancied it to be another dag. 
83 with 
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with a more delicious morſe]: upon which, un- 


Juſtly and greedily-opening his jaws to ſnatch at 
the ſhadow, he loſt the ſubſtance. | 


FABLE XX. g 
The Sun and the Wind. * 


P* OEBUS and AEolus had once a gifpute, 
which of them could ſooneſt prevail with a 

certain traveller to part with his cloak. AEolus 
began the attack, and aſſaulted him with great 
violenee But the man wrapping his cloak ſtill 
cloſer about him, doubled his efforts to keep 
it, and went on his way. And now Phabuy 
darted his warm infinuating rays, which melt- 
ing the traveller by degrees, at length obliged * 
him to throw aſide that cloak, which all the rage 
of AEolus could not compel him to reſign. 
Leam hence, ſaid Phœbus to the bluſtering god, 
that ſoſt and gentle means will often accompliſh, 
What force and fury can never effect. 


FAB LE XXI. 


The Wolf and the Maſtiff. 


: Loan half-ſtaryed wolf inadvertently frrolled 
in the way of a ſtrong well-ſed. Maſtiff. 
The Wolf —_ much too weak to act upon the 
offenſive, 


_ 
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offenſive, thought it moſt prudent to accoſt ho- 
neſt Towſer in a friendly manner: and among 
other civilities, very complaiſantly congratulated 
him on his goodly appearance. Why, yes, re- 
turned the Maſtiff, I am indeed in tolerable caſe; 
and if you will follow me, you may ſoon be alto- 
gether in as good a plight. The Wolf pricked 
up his ears at the propoſal, and requeſted to be. 
informed what he muſt do to earn ſuch plentiful 
meals, Very little, replied the Maſtiff; only 
drive away beggars, careſs my maſter, and be 
civil to his family. To theſe condition hun- 
gry Wolf had no objection, and very readily 
conſented to follow his new acquaintance where- 
ever he would conduct him. As they were trot- 
ting along, the Wolf obſerved that the hair was 
worn in a circle round his friend's neck; which: 
raiſed his curioſity to enquire what was the occa - 
ſion of it. Nothing, anſwered the Maſtiſf. or 
a mere trifle; perhaps the collar to Hi 
chain is ſometimes faſtened. Chain! ed the 
Wolf, with much ſurprize; it ſhould ſeem then 
that you are not permitted to rove about where 
and when you pleaſe, Not always, returned 
Towlſer, hanging down his head; but what does 
that ſignify? it ſignifies ſo much, rejoined; the 
dy = Oe iron r ** 7 no ſhare in iP 
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your dinners; half a meal with liberty, is in my 
eſtimation, preferable to a full one without it. 


FA KLE. XXII. 
Fortune anũ Ihe School-boy. 


. A School-boy, fatigued with play, threw him- 


ſelf down by the brink of a deep pit, where 


he fell faſt aſleep. Fortune happening to pals . 


by, ſaw him in this dangerous ſituation, and 


:kindly gaye him a tap on the ſhoulder: My dear 


child, faid ſhe, if you had fallen into this pit, I 
ſhould have borne the blame; though in fact, the 
accident would have. been wholly owing to you 1 


own careleſſneſs. 


Misfortune, ſaid a celebrated cardinal, is "EPS, 5 


another word for imprudence, The maxim is by 
no means abſolutely true: certain however, it 
is, that mankind ſuffer more evils from their own: 
impradence, than from events which it is not in 
their rpower to controul. 


FABLE XXIII. 
Tie Frog and the Ox. 


55 A Frog being wonderfully ſtruck with the fize 


and majeſty of an Qx, that was grazing in 


the e, could not forbear endeavouring to 


expand 
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expand herſelf to the ſame portly magnitude. 


After puffing and ſwelling for ſome time: What 


think you, ſiſter,” ſaid ſhe, * will this do?“ Far 
from it. Will this?” By no means. But 
this ſurely will.” Notliag like it. In ſhort, 
after many ridiculous efforts to the ſame fruit-, 


leſs purpoſe, the {imple Frog burſt her ſkin, and 5 


miſerably expired upon the ſpat. 
FABLE XXIV. 


IF 


* * 
— 


The Lion and other Beaſts hunting in bargen. + 
Leopard, a Lynx, and a Wolf were” ainbj- 


tious of the honour of hunting with the Li- 
on. His ſayage majeſty graciouſly condeſcended 
to their deſire, and it was agreed that they ſhould 
all have an equal ſhare in whatever might be 
taken They — the foreſt, are unanimous in 
the purſuit; and, after a very fine chaſe, 2 
down a noble ſtag. It was divided with 
dexterity by the Lynx, into four equal 7 
but juſt as each was going to ſecure his Ni 
Hold, ſays the Lion, let no one preſume to ſerve 
himſelf, till be hack heard our juf and regſmabl 


claims. I ſeize upon the firſt quarter by virtue 
of my prerogative; the ſecond I think is due 9 — 
my ſuperior conduũ and courage: I cannot forego + 
the third on account of the neceſſities of my den 
and 


* 


e 


"She 
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and if any one is inclined to difpute my rights 
to the fourth, let him fpeak.. Awed by the ma- 
jeſty of his frown, and the terror of his paws, 
they ſilently withdrew, reſolving never to hunt 


again * with their l. 
The Ant and the Hy. 


A; N Ant and aFly had once a ridiculous con- 
5 teſt about precedency, and were arguing 
which of the two was the more honourable: ſuch 


moſt frequently happen amongſt the 
and moſt worthleſs creatures. The Fly ex- 


. great reſentment, that ſuch a poor crawls - 
g inſet ſhould preſume to lie'baſking in the 
fame funſhine, with one ſo much her ſuperior? 
Thou haſt not furely the inſolence, ſaid ſhe; to 
imagine thyſelf of an equal rank with m. I am 
none of your mechanic ereatures who live by their 
induſtry; but enjoy in plenty, and without la- 
bour, every thing that is truely delicious. 1 
place myſelf uncontrouled upon the hands of 
kings; I kiſs with freedom the lips of beauties ; 
and feaſt upon the choiceſt ſacrifices that are of- 

| bered to the gods. To eat with the gods, re- 
pPhyed the Ant, and to enjoy the favours of the 
kn amen the powerful, vol be great _ 
indeed 
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indeed to one who was an invited, or a welcome 
gueſt; but an impertinent intruder, who is driven 
out with averſion - and contempt. 'where-ever he 
appears, has not much methinks to boaſt 
of his privileges. And o the honour of not 
labouring for your ſu ce; here too yqur 
boaſt is only your diſgrace; for hence it is, 
one half of the year you are deſtitute even of che 2 
common neceſſaries of life; whilſt I, at theſame 
time, returning to the hoarded many Which 
my honeſt induſtry has filled, enj Faris: 
fation, 3 Rear he vor * — 
* 


ties or of lings. | 5 
oy FABLE XXVI, 5 4 


th "A 
5 Tue Rear and the two Friends. 


T* O Friends, ſetting out oi 
Journey which led through 'a dangerous 
foref, mutually promiſed to aſſiſt each other if 
they ſhould happen to be aſſaulted. Wiley 
had not proceeded far, before they perceived a 
Bear making towards them with great rage. There. 
were no hopes in flight; but one of them, being 
very active, ſprung up into a tree; upon Which, 
the other, throwing himlelf flat on the 4 * 
held his breath, and pretended to be dead e. 


r cn to have heard it aſſerted, that thiserea- 
true 


, * 
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ture will not prey upon a dead carcaſe. The 
Bear came up, and after ſmelling to him ſome, 
time, left him, and went on. When he was 
fairly out of fight and hearing, the hero from 
the tree calls out—Well, my Friend, what ſaid 
the Bear? He ſeemed ti whiſper you very cloſely: 
He did ſo, replied the other, and gave me this 
good piece of advice; never to affociate with a 
wretch, who in the hour of danger will deſert his 
* 


FAB IL E XXVII. 
The Bull and the Gnat. 


Conceited Gnat, fully perſuaded of his own s 
importance, having A himſelf on the 
horn of a Bull, expreſſed great uneaſineſs leſt 
his weight ſhould be incommodious; and with 
much ceremony begged the Bull spardon for the 
ty he had taken; affuring him that he would 
immediately remove, if he preſſed too hard up- 
on him. Give yourſelf no uneaſineſs on that 
account, replied the Bull, I beſeech you: for as 
I never perceived when you ſate down, I ſhall pro- 
bably not miſs you whenever you think fit to 


8 


FABLE 
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FABLE XXVIII. 


The Waſps and the Bees. 


RETENDERS ery kind are beſt 
detected by appeal their works. 


Some honey - combs being claimed by a aten 
of Waſps, the right owners proteſted agalnſt 
their demand, and the cauſe was referred to a 
Hornet. Witneſſes being examined, they de- 
poſed that certain winged creatures, who, had a 
loud hum, were of a yellowiſh colour, and ne. 
what like Bees, were obſerved a conſiderable time 
hovering about the place where this neſt was 
found. But this did not ſufficiently deſide the 
queſtion; for theſe characteriſtics, the Hornet 
obſerved, agreed no leſs with the Bees than with 
the Waſps. At length a ſenſible old Bee offered 
to put the matter upon this deciſive iſſue; = 
place be appointed, by the court, ſaid or 
the plaintiffs and defendants to work in: f if Will 
then ſoon appear which of us are N of 
forming ſuch regular cells, and afterwards of fill- 
ing them with ſo delicious a fluid. The Waſps 
refuſing to agree to this propoſal, ſuffici 5 
convinced the judge on which fide the right * 


and he decreed the honey-combs accordingly... 
FABLE 
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FABLE XXIX.- 
The Old Man and Death. 


| Feeble Old Mag, quite ſpent with carrying 
a burthen of Ricks which with much labour 
he had gathered in a neighbouring wood, called 
Death to releaſe: him from the fatigues he 
endured. Death hearing the invocation, was 
immediately at his elbow, and aſked him what 
he wanted. Frighted and trembling at the un- 
-expeted/appearance—O good ſir! ſaid he, my 
butthen had like to have ſlipt from me, and be- 
ing unable to recover it myſelf, I only implored 
your aſſiſtance to replace it on my | ſhoulders, _ 


FABLE XX. 


The Court and Country-Mouſe. | 


A Contented Country-Mouſe had once 10 
honour to receive a viſit from an old ac. 

quaintance belonging to the Court. The Coun- 
try-Mouſe, extremely glad to ſee her gueſt, very 
hoſpitably ſet before her the beſt cheeſe and ba- 
con which her cottage afforded; and as to their 
beverage, it was the pureſt water from the ſpring, 
The repaſt was homely indeed, but the welcome 


aan _ late and chatted; away the evening 
together 
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together very agreeably, and then retired in peace 
and quietneſs each to her little cell. - The next 
morning when the gueſt was to take her leave, 
ſhe kindly preſſed her country friend to accom- 
pany her; ſetting forth, very pompous terms, 
the great elegance and fan which ſhe! lived 
at Court. The Country:Mouſe was eaſily pres 
vailed upon, and they ſet out together. Itavas 
late in the evening when they arrived at the pA 
lace; however, in one of the rooms, they found 
the remains of a ſumptuous entertainment, Hare 
were creams, and jellies, and {weetmeatf} 
every thing, in ſhort, of the moſt aelicalphinds 
the cheeſe was Parmeſan: and they wetted their 
whiſkers in exquifite Champaign. But before 
they, had half finiſhed their repaſt, they were 
alarmed with the barking and ſcratching of a lap- 
dog; then the mewing of a cat frightened them 
almoſt to death; by and by, a whole train of 
ſervants burſt into the room: and every thing 
was ſwept away in an inſtant. Ah! my dear 
friend, ſaid v5 Country-Mouſe, as ſoon as the 
had recovered courage enough to ſpeak, if yout 
fine living 18 thus interrupted with fears and dans 
gers, let me return to my plain food, and my 
peaceful cottage; for what is elegance watt 

«gfe; or r with an * VN * r | 
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FABLE XXXI. 
T he Fox and the Goat. 


A Fox and a Goat traxelling together, in a very 
ſultry day, fou themſelves exceedingly 

thirſty; when looking round the country in or- 
der to diſcover a place where they might probably 
meet with water, they at length deſcried a clear 
ſpring at the bottom of a pit. They both eagerly 
deſcended, and having ſufficiently allayed their 
thirſt, began to conſider how they ſhould get 


gut. Many expedients for that purpoſe were 


muttially propoſed, and rejected. At laſt the 


crafty Fox cried out with great joy, I havea 


thought juſt ſtruck into my mind, which I am 
confident will extricate us out of our difficulty: 
do you, ſaid he to the Goat, only rear yourlelf up 


upon your hinder legs, and reſt your fore feet 


againſt the ſide of the pit, In this poſture, I will 
clirab up to your head, from whence, I ſhall be 
able, with a ſpring, to reach the top: and when 
I am once there, you are ſenſible it will be very 


eaſy for me to pull you out by the horns. Ihe 


ſimple Goat liked the propoſal well? and imme- 


diately placed himſelf as directed: by means of, 


which, the "Fox without much difficulty, gained 
the top. And now, ſaid the Goat, give me the 


aſſiſtance 


— - 


** 
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aſſiſtance you promiſed. Thou old fool, replied 

the Fox, hadſt thou but half as much brains as 

beard, thou wouldſt never have believed that 1 

would hazard my own life to ſave thine. However, * 
I will leave with thee * of advice, which =»: 
may be of ſervice to the ter, if thou ſhouldſt _ * 
have the good fortune to make thy eſcape; Ne- | 
ver venture into a pit again, before thou 
well conſidered how to get out of it.” © 


| 7 
FABLE XXXII. 
The Farmer, the Cranes, and the Stork. To in * 


* 


A Stork was unfortunately drawn into com- 
pany with ſome Cranes, who were juſt ſet- 
ting out on a party of pleaſure, as they called it, 
which in truth was to rob the fiſh-ponds of a 
neighbouring Farmer. Our ſimple Stork agreed 
to make one; and it ſo happened, that they were 
all taken in the fact. The Cranes having been 
old offenders, had very little to ſay for themſelves, 
and were preſently diſpatched: but the Stork 
pleaded hard for his life. He urged that it was 
his firſt fault, that he was not naturally addicted 
to ſtealing bib, that he was famous for piety t6- 


his parents, and in ſhort, .for many dip vir... 

tues. Your piety and virtue, ſaid the r, may 

for aught I know be exemplary; but your being 
D in 
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in company with thieves renders it very ſuſpicious; 


and you muſt therefore ſubmit with patience to 
ſhare the ſame puniſkment with your companions. 


F A B LB XXXUIIL 


The Oak 4 the Willow. 


Conceited Willow had once the vanity to 
challenge his mighty neighbour the Oak, to 
of ſtrength. It was to be determined 

the next ſtorm; and AEolus was addreſſed by 
both parties, to exert his moſt powerful efforts, 

This was no ſooner aſked than granted; and a 

violent hutricane aroſe: when the pliant Willow, 

bending from the blaſt, or ſhrinking under it, 
evaded all its force: while the generous Oak. 
diſdaining to give way, oppoſed its fury, and 
was torn up by the roots. Immediately. the Wil- 
low began to exult and to claim the victory: when 
thus the fallen Oak interrupted his exultation. 

Calleſt thou this a trial of ſtrength? Poor wretch ! 

not to thy ſtrength, but weakneſs; not to thy boldly 
facing danger, but meanly ſkulking from it, thou 


oweſt thy preſent ſafety. I am an Oak, thouglf 


fallen; thou ſtill a Willow, though unhurt: but 
ö Who, en tept ſo mean a wretch as thyſelf, wowlſd 


prefer an Ignominious life, preſerved by craft or 


cowardice, to the glory of meeting death in an 
honourable cauſe. FABLE 


r 
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FABLE XXXIV. 


The Boy and the Filberts, 


Certain Boy, as tus tells the fable, 
put his hand into plicher, where great 
plenty of Figs and Filberts were depoſited: he 
graſped as many as his fiſt could poſſible hold, 
but when he endeavoured to pull it out, the 
narrowneſs of the neck prevented him, Ui. 
ling to loſe any of them, but unable to Ma 
out his hand, he burſt into tears, and 
bemoaned his hard fortune. An honeſt fellow 
who ſtood by, gave him this wiſe and reaſon- 
able advice;—Graſp only half the quantity, my 
"hs gud you will eaſily ſucceed, 


FAB I. E xxxv. 


The Satyr and the Traveller. 


A poor lan travelling in the depth of winter. 
through a dreary foreſt, no inn to receive 


him, no human creature to befriend or comfort 


him, was in danger of being ſtarved to death. 
At laſt however he came to the cave of a Satyr, 


where he intreated leave to. reft awhile, and 
wot" the wea- 


ſhelter-himſelf from the inclemenc 
ther, The Satyr _ civilly complied with his 
D 2 requeſt. 
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requeſt, The Man had no ſooner entered, than 
he began to blow his fingers, His hoſt, ſurprized 
at the novelty of the adtion. was curious to know 
the meaning of it, I do it, ſaid the Traveller, 
to warm my frozen joints, which are benumbed 
with cold, Preſently afterwards the Satyr having 
perpared a meſs of hot gruel to refreſh his gueſt, 
the Man found it neceſſary to blow his porridge 
too. What, inquired the Satyr, is not your 
gruel hot enough? Yes, replied the Traveller, 
too hot; and I blow it to make it cooler. Do 
you ſo? quoth the Satyr, then get out of my 
cave as faſt as you can; for I deſire to have no 
communication with a creature that blows hot 
and cold with the ſame breath, | 


FABLE XXxXVI. 
T he Horſe and the Stag. : 


EFORE the uſe of Horſes was known in 

the world, one of theſe noble animals, having 
been inſulted by a Stag, and finding himſelf un- 
equal to his adverſary, applied to a man for aſ- 
ſiſtance. The requeſt was eaſily granted, and thb 
man putting a bridle in his mouth, and mount- 
ing Sper his back, ſoon came up with the Stag, 
and laid bim dead at his enemy's feet. The 


Horſe having thus gratified his revenge, thanked 
his 
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his auxiliary: And now will I return in triumph, 
ſaid he, and reign the undiſputed lord of the 
foreſt, By no means, replied the man; I ſhall 
have occaſion for your ſervices, and you muſt go 
home with me, So ſaying, he led him to his 
hovel, where the unhappy Steed ſpent the re- 
mainder of his days in a laborious ſervitude; ſen- 
ſible too late, That how plealing ſoever revenge 
may appear, it always coſts more to a generous 


mind than the purchaſe is worth,” 5 | 
FABLE XXXVIL , 85 1 
T he Farmer and his Sons. 


Wealthy old Farmer, who had for ſome time 
declined in his health, perceiving that he 
had not many days to live, called his Sons to- 
gether to his bed fide. My dear Children, ſaid 
the dying Man, I leave it with you as my laſt 
injunction, not to part with the farm which has 
been in our family theſe hundred years: for, to 
diſcloſe to you a ſecret which I received from 
my father, and which I now think proper to com- 
municate to you, there is a treaſure hid ſome- 
where in the grounds; though I never could 
diſcover the particular ſpot where, it liex' chn- 
cealed, However, as ſoon as the is got 
in, ſpare no pains in the ſearch, and I am well 
D 3 aſſured 
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aſſured you will not loſe your labour. The wiſe 
old Man was no ſooner laid in his grave, and the 
time he mentioned arrived, than his Sons went ta 
work, and with great vigour and alacrity, turned 
up again and again every foot of ground belong- 
ing to their farm: the conſequence of which was, 
although they did not find the object of their 
purſuit, that their lands yielded a far more plen- 
tiful crop than thoſe of their neighbours. At the 
end of 2 year, when they were ſettling their 
accounts, and computing their extraordinary pro- 
fits, I would venture a wager, ſaid one of the 
brothers more acute than the reſt, that this was 
the concealed wealth my father meant. I am ſure, 
at leaſt, we have found by experience, that 


6 Induftry i is itſelf a treaſure.” 


FARBRLE XXXVIIL 
The Lion and Gu. 


AVAUNT! thou paltry, contemptible in- 
ſe&! ſaid a proud Lion one day to a Gnat 
that was friſking about in the air near his den. 
The. Gnat, enraged at this unprovoked inſult, 
vowed * and immediately darted into 
the err, After having ſufficiently teizel | 
him quarter, ſhe quitted her ſtation and 


retired under his belly; and from thence made 
her 
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her laſt and moſt formidable attack in his noł- 
trils, where ſtinging him almoſt to madneſs, the 
Lion at length fell down, utterly ſpent with 
rage, vexation, and pain. The Gnat having thus 
abundantly gratified her reſentment, flew off in 
great exultation: but in the heedleſs tranſports 
of her ſucceſs, not ſufficiently attending to her 
own ſecurity, ſhe found herſelf unexpectedly 
entangled in the web of a ſpider; who ruſhing 
out inſtantly upon her, put an nd to ber triumph 
and her life. 


This fable inſtructs us, never to ſuffer ſucceſs 
ſo far to tranſport us, as to throw us off our 
guard againſt a reverſe of fortune. | 


FABLE XXXIX. 
i T he Miſer and his Treaſure. » 


A Mifer having ſcraped together a conſiderable 
ſum of money, by denying himſelf the com- 
mon conveniencies of life, was much embarraſſed 
where to lodge it moſt ſecurely, After many 
perplexing debates with himſelf, he at length 
fixed upon a corner in a retired field, where he 
depoſited his Treaſure, and with it his rt, i 
hole which. he dug for that purpoſe; rok Alea 
was now for a moment at eaſe; but he had not 
D 4 proceeded 
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proceeded many paces in his way home, when 
all his anxiety returned; and he could not for- 
bear going back to ſee that every thing was fafe. 
This he repeated again and again; till he was at 
laſt obferved by a labourer who was mending a 
hedge in an adjacent meadow. The fellow con- 
cluding that ſomething extraordinary muſt be the 
occaſion of theſe frequent viſits, marked the ſpot; 
and coming in the night in order to examine it, 
he diſcovered the prize, and bore it off unmo- 
leſted. Early the next morning, the Miſer again 
renewed his viſit; when finding his Treaſure 


gone, he broke out into the moſt bitter ex- « 


clamations. A traveller, who happened to be 
paſſing by at the ſame time, was moved by his 
complaints to enquire into the cauſe of them. 
Alas ! replied the Miſer, I have ſuſtained the moſt 
cruel and irreparable loſs! ſome villain has rob- 
bed me of a ſum of money, which I buried under 
this ſtone no longer ago than yeſterday. Buried! 
returned the traveller with ſurprize; a very ex- 
traordinary method truly of diſpoſing of your 
riches! Why did you not rather keep them in 
your houſe, that they might be ready for your 
daily occaſions? Daily occaſions! reſumed the Mi- 
ſer, with an air of much indignation; do you 
imagin To lhre know the value of money, as to 
ſuffer it to be run away with by occaſions? on the 

contrary, 


* 
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contrary, I had prudently reſolved not touch a 
ſingle ſhilling of it. If that was your wiſe reſo- 
lution, anſwered the traveller, I ſee no ſort of 
reaſon for your being thus afflicted: it is but put- 
ting this ſtone in the place of your Treaſure, and 
it will anſwer all your purpoſes full as well. 


FAB LSE. 
Mineroga's Olive. 


T* gods, ſay the heathen mythologiſts, 
have each of them their favourite tree. Ju- 
piter preferred the Oak, Venus the Myrtle, and 
Phœbus the Laurel; Cybele the Pine, and Her- 
cules the Poplar. Minerva, continues the my- 
thologiſts, ſurprized they ſhould chooſe barren 
trees, 'alked Jupiter the reaſon.— It is, ſaid he, 
to. prevent any ſuſpicion that we confer the 
honour we do them, from an intereſted motive. 
Let folly ſuſpect what it pleaſes, returned Minerva; 
I ſhall not ſcruple to acknowledge that I make 
choice of the Olive for the uſefulneſs of its fruit. 
O daughter, replied the father of the gods, it is 
with Juſtice that men eſteem thee wiſe; for no- 
thing is truly valuable that is not uſeful. 
Bs 2 
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FABLE XI. | 

T he Mimick and the Countryman. 
M EN often judge wrong from ſome fooliſh 
prejudice; and whilſt they perſiſt in the 


defence of their miſtakes, are ſometimes brought 
to ſhame by inconteſtible evidence. 


A certain wealthy patrician, intending to treat 
the Roman people with ſome theatrical enter- 
tainments, publiſhed a reward to any one who 
could furniſh a new or uncommon diverliion; 
Excited by emulation, the artiſts aſſembled from 
all parts; among whom, a Mimick, well known 
for his arch wit, gave out that he had a kind of 
entertainment that had never yet been produced 


upon any ſtage. 


This report being ſpread about, brought the 
whole city together. The theatre could hardly 
contain the number of ſpectators. And 464 

the artiſt appeared alone upon the ſage, without 
any apparatus, without any prompter or aſſiſtant, 
curioſity and ſuſpence kept the ſpectators in a 

robe 


. 


On 
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On a ſudden the performer thruſt down his 
head into his boſom, and mimicked the ſqueak- 
ing of a young pig ſo naturally, that the audi- 
ence inſiſted upon it, he had one under his cloak, 
and ordered him to be ſearched. Which being 
done, and nothing appearing, they loaded the 
man with encomiums, and honoured him with 
the moſt extravagant applauſe, 


A Country fellow obſerving what paſſed—— 
Faith, ſays he, I can do this better than he: 
and immediately gave out that he would perform 
the ſame much better the next day. Accord- 
ingly, greater 'crowds aſſembled: prepoſſeſſed 
however in favour of the firſt artiſt, they fit pre» 
pared to laugh at the Clown, rather theta to 
judge fairly of his performance, | 


They both came out upon the ſtage. The 
Mimick grunts away firſt, is received with vaſt 
applauſe, and the loudeſt acclamations. Then the 
Countryman pretending that he concealed a lit- 
tle pig under his cloak, {which in fact he did) 
. pinched the ear of the animal, till he made him 
ſqueak. The people exclaimed aloud that the 
firſt performer had imitated the pig much more 
naturally, and would have hiſſed the Country- 
man off the ſtage: but he produced the real pig 

from 
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from his boſom, and convinced them by a viſi- 
ble proof of their ridiculous error; See, Gentle- 


men, ſaid he, What pretty ſort of judges you are? 
FABLE XIII. a 
The Dog and the Crocodile, 


E can never be too carefully guarded 
againſt a connection with perſons of an 
ill character. e 


As a Dog was courſing the banks of the Nile 
he grew thirſty; but, fearing to be feized by he 
monſters of that river, he would not ſtop to ſa- 
tiate his drought, but lapped as he ran. A Cro- 
codile, raiſing his head above the ſurface of the 
water, alked him, Why he was in ſuch a hurry? 
He had often, he ſaid, wiſhed for his acquain- 
tance, and ſhould be glad to embrace the preſent 
opportunity. You do me great honour, ſaid the 
Dog, but it is to avoid fuch companions as you. 
that I am in ſo much haſte. | 
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FAB L E XL, 


T he. Wolf in Diſguiſe. 

DE SIGNING hypocrites frequently lay 
themſelves open to diſcovery, by over-aft- 

ing their parts. 


A Wolf who by his frequent viſits to a flock 
of ſheep in his neighbourhood, began to be ex- 
tremely well known to them, thought it expedi- 
ent, for the more ſucceſsfully carrying on his de- 


predations, to appear in a new character. To 


this end he diſguiſed himſelf in a ſhepherd's ha- 
bit; and reſting his fore-feet upon a ſtick, which 
ſerved him by way of crook, he ſoftly made his 
approaches towards the fold. It happened that 
the ſhepherd and his dog were both of them ex- 
tended on the graſs, faſt aſleep; ſo that he would 
certainly have ſucceeded in his project, if he had 
not imprudently attempted to imitate the ſhep- 
herd's voice. The horrid noiſe awakened them 
both: when the Wolf, encumbered with his diſ- 
guiſe, and finding it impoſſible either to reſiſt or 
to flee, yielded up his life an eaſy prey to the 

ſhepherd'vdog, 14 | 
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FABLE XIIV. 
The Bee and tie Spider. 


HE Bee and the Spider once entered into a 
warm debate, which was the better artiſt, 
The Spider urged her ſkill in the mathematics; and 
aſſerted that no one was half ſo well acquainted 
as herſelf with the conſtruction of lines, angles, 
ſquares, and circles: that the web ſhe daily wove 
was a ſpecimen of art inimitable by any other 
creature in the univerſe: and beſides; that her 
works were derived from herſelf alone, the pro? 
du& of her own bowelsy whereas the boaſted 
honey of the Bee was ſtolen from every herb and 
flower of the field; nay, that ſhe had obligations 
even to the meaneſt weeds. To this the Bee re- 
plied, that ſhe was in hopes the art of extracting 
from the meaneſt weeds would atleaſt have 
been allowed her as an excellence; and that as 
to her ſtealing ſweets from the herbs and flowers 
of the field, her {kill was there ſo conſpicuous, 
that no flower ever ſuffered the leaſt diminution 
of its fragrance from ſo delicate an operation. 
Then, as to the Spider's vaunted knowledge in the 
conſtruction of lines and angles. ſhe believed ſne 
might ſafely reft the merits of her cauſe, on the 


regularity alone of her combs; but ſince ſhe could 
add 
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add to this, the ſweetneſs and excellence of her 
honey, and the various purpoſes to which her 
wax was employed, ſhe had nothing to fear from 
a compariſon of her {kill with that of the weaver 
of a flimſy cobweb; for the value of every art, ſhe 
obſerved, is chiefly to be eftimated by its uſe. 


FABLE XLV. 


F T he Aſs and his Maſter. 

. 9. Aſs, daily loaded beyond his ſtrength 
by a ſevere Maſter, whom he had long ſerved, 

and who kept him at very ſhort commons, ' hap- 
pened one day in his old age to be oppreſſed with 
a more than ordinary burthen of earthen- ware. 
His ſtrength being much impaired, and the road 
deep and uneven, he unfortunately made a trip, 
and unable to recover himſelf, fell down, and 
broke all the veſſels to pieces. His Maſter tran- 
ſported with rage, began to beat him moſt un- 
mercifully Againſt whom the poor Aſs, lifting 
up his head as he lay on the ground, thus ſtrongly 
remonſtrated: Unfeeling wretch! to thy own 
avaricious cruelty, in firſt pinching me of food; and 
then loading me beyond my ſtrength, thou oweſt 
the misfortune which thou ſo unjuſtly imputeſt 
to me. P * n ** 
IX | 
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FABLE XLVI. 


T he Cock and lle Fox 


A* expetienced old Cock was ſettling himſtle, 
to rooſt upon a high bough, when a Fox 
appeared under the tree. I am come, ſaid the 
artful hypocrite, to acquaint you in the name of 
all my brethren, that a general peace is concluded 
between your whole family and ours. Deſcend 
immediately I beſeech you, that we may mu- 
tually embrace upon ſo joyful and unexpe&ed 
an event. My good friend, replied the Cock, . 
nothing could be more agreeable to me than this 
news: and to hear it from you increaſes my ſatis- 
faction. But I perceive two hounds at a diſtance 
coming this way, who are probably diſpatched 
as couriers with the treaty: as. they run very 
ſwiftly, and will certainly be here in a few mi- 
nutes, I will wait their arrival, that we may all 
ſour embrace together. Reynard well knew, if 
that was the caſe, it was no time for him to re- 
main there any longer: pretending therefore to $ 
be in great haſte; Adieu, ſaid he, for the preſent; 
we-will refer our rejoicing to another e 
upon which he darted into the woeds with all 
imaginaþleexpedition. Old Chanticleer no ſoon- 
er ſaw h . Jepart, than he crowed abundantly 

| in 
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in the triumph of his artifice: for by a harmlefs 
ſtratagem to diſappoint the malevolent intentions 
of thoſe who are endeavouring to deceive us to 
our ruin, is not only innocent, but laudable. 


Tu- Eagle and the Crow. 
O miſtake our own talents, or over-rate our 
abilities, is always ridiculous, and ſometimes 
dangerous, | = ' WILD 


An Eagle, from the top of a high mountain, 
made a ſtoop at a lamb, it, and bore 
it away to her young. A Crow, who had built 
herneſt in a cedar near the foot of the rock, ob- 
ſerving what pafſed, was ambitious of perform» 
ing the ſame exploit: and darting from her neſt, 
hxed her talons in the fleece of another lamb. 
But neither able to move her prey, nor diſen- 
tangle her feet, ſhe was taken by the ſhepherd, 
and carried away for his children to play with: 
s who eagerly enquiring what bird it was, —Ah 
| hour ago, ſaid he, ſhe fancied herſelf an Kagle; 
however, I ſuppoſe ſhe is by this time convinced 


that ſhe is but a Crowi. 3 . 
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FABLE XLVIIL. * 


The Farmer and the Stag. * 


A Stag, who had left at ſome diſtance a pack® , 
of hounds, came up to a Farmer, and de- 

fired he would ſuffer him to hide himſelf in a 

little coppice which joined to his houſe. The 

Farmer, on condition that he would forbear to 

enter a field of wheat, which lay before him, and 

was now ready for the fickle, immediately gave 

him leave, and promiſed not to betray him, 

The ſquire with his train inſtantly appeared 

and enquited whether he had not ſeen the Stag; 
No, ſaid the Farmer, he has not paſled this wayy 
I aſſure you: but, in order to curry favour at the 
Ame time with his worſhip, he pointed ſlily with 
his finger to the place where the poor beaſt lay 
concealed; This however, the ſportſman, intent 
on his game, did not obſerve, but paſſed on with 
his dogs acroſs the very field. As ſoon as the 
Stag perceived they were gone, he prepared to 
Heal off, without ſpeaking a word. Methinks, 
cryed the Farmer, you might thank me, at leaſt, 
for the refuge Þ have afforded you: yes, ſaid the 
Stag, ang had your hands been as honeſt as your 
tongue, Icertainly ſhould; but all the return that 
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a double dealer has to expect, is a Juſt indignation 
and contempt. 


FABLE XLIX. 


| The Lion, the Tyger, and the Fox. 


Lion and a Tyger jointly ſeized on a young 
fawn, which they immediately killed. This 
they had no ſooner performed, than they fell a 
fighting, in order to decide whoſe property it 
ſhould be. The battle was fo bloody, and fo 
obſtinate, that they were both compelled, thro' 
wearineſs and loſs of blood, to deſiſt; and lye 
down by mutual conſent, totally diſabled. At this 
inſtant, a Fox unluckily came by; who, per- 
ceiving their fituation, made bold to ſeize the 
conteſted prey, and bore it off unmoleſted. As 
ſoon as the Lion could recover breath—How 


fooliſh, ſaid he, has been our conduct! Inftead 


of being contented as we ought, with our reſpec- 
tive ſhares; our ſenſeleſs rage has rendered us un- 
able to prevent this raſcally Fox from dgfrauding 
us of the oy G2 
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T he Lion and the Aſs. 


Conceited Aſs had once the impertinencey 
to bray forth ſome contemptuous ſpeeches 
againſt the Lion. The ſuddenneſs of the inſult, « 
at firſt raiſed ſome emotions of wrath in his breaſt; 
but turning his head and perceiving from whence 
it came, they immediately ſubſided; and he very 
ſedately walked on, without deigning to honour 
the contemptible creature, even ſo much as with 
an angry word, 


24 4% > + 4 * al 
T he Snake and the Hedge-hog. 


I* is by no means prudent to join intereſts 
A with ſuch as have it in their power to impoſe 
upon us their own conditions. 


By the intreaties ot; a | Hedge-bog half ſtarved 
with cold, a Snake was once perſuaded to re- 
ceive him into her cell. He was no ſooner en- 
tered, than his \ prickles began to be very uneaſy 
to his companion: upon which, the Snake de- 
ſired he would provide himſelf another lodging, 
as ſhe found her apartment was not large enough 

to 
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to accommodate both. Nay, ſaid the Hedge-hog, 
let them that are uneaſy in their fituation exchange 
it; for my own part, I am very well contented 
where I am; and if you are not, you are wel- 
come to remove whenever you think proper. 


FABLE III. 
| The Trumpeter, 


Trumpeter in a certain army, happened to 

be taken priſoner. He was ordered imme- 
diately to execution, but pleaded in excuſe for 
himſelf, that it was unjuſt a perſon ſhould fuffer 
death, who, far from an intention of mifchief, 
did not even wear an offenſive weapon. 80 
much the rather, replied one of the enemy, ſhalt 
thou die; fince without any deſign of fighting 
thyſelf, thou exciteſt others to the bloody buſineſs : 
for he that is the abettor of a bad action, is at 
leaſt equally guilty with him that commits it. 


* 


1 
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FABLE LII. 


Udi * Vice and Fortune. 


F ORTUNE and Vice, according to Plutarch 
had once a violent conteſt, which of them 


lad it moſt in their power to make mankind un- 
7 happy. Fortune boaſted that ſhe could take from 
4% men every external good; and bring upon them 
every external evil. Be it ſo, replied Vice; but 
this is by no means ſufficient to make them mi- 
ſerable without my aſſiſtance: whereas without 
yours, I am able to render them completely ſo; 
nay, in ſpite too 91 * 2 to make Þ 


them . 5 * 


* Bear prend ie | by. 

pain was To acute, that in the madneſs of 
revenge he ran into theighrden, and overturned 
the hive, vowing the ion bf the whole 
race. This . r 


ge 
high degree, * 3 fury of the whole 


* This fable is abridged from Plutarch, by Lord 
Bolingbroke, in his Philoſophical Trafs. 
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ſwarm upon him. They attacked him with ſuch 
violence, * his life was in danger, and it was 
with the utmoſt difficulty that he made his eſcape, 
wounded from head to tail. In this deſperate 
condition, lamenting his misfortune, and lick- 
ing his ſores, he could not forbear reflecting, how 
much more adviſeable it had been to have pa- 
tiently acquieſced under one injury, than thus 
by an unprofitable reſentment to have provoked 
a thouſand, 
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T he Miller, his Son, and their Aff. 
Miller and his Son were driving their Aſs to 
market, in order to fell him: and that he 
might get thither freſh and in good condi- 

tion, they drove him on gently before them. 
They had not gone far, when they met a com- 
pany of travellers. Sure, ſay they, you are 


mighty careful of your Aſs: methinks one of 


you might as well get up and ride, as ſuffer him 
to walk on at his eaſe, while you trudge after him 
on foot. In compliance with this advice, the 
Old Man ſet his Son upgn the beaſt. They had 
ſcarce advanced a quando a mile further, when 


they 


* 


x 
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1 met another company. You idle youſs 
rogue, {aid one of..the party, why, don't y 
L get down, and let your poor father ride? Upon 
this, the Old Man made his n 
6 got up himſelf. While they were e 9 
this manner, a third company began to inſult 
the father. You hard-hearted, unnatural wretch, 
#7 fay they, how can you ſuſſer that poor lad to. 
* wade through the dirt,” while you like an alder- 
man ride at your eaſe? The good-natuxed Mil- 
i ces Rood corrected, and immediately took his 1 
Son up behind him. And now; the next man, 
they met exclaimed with more vehemence, than 
all the reſt. Was there ever ſuch a couple of 
lazy boobies? to oyerload in ſo unconſcionable 
a manner, a poor dumb creature, who is far leſs 
able to carry them than they are to carry hin! 
The complying Old Man would have been 
half inclined to make the trial, had not experi- 
ence by this time fufficiently convinced him, 
that there cannot be a more fruitleſs attempt, 
than to endeavour to pleaſe all mankind. 
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FAB LE II. 2 
1 Sorcereſs. 


N 16 HI and filence had now given repòſe to 

the whole world; when an old illnatured 

Sorcereſs, in order to exerciſe her infernal arts, ws. # 

entered into a gloomy wood, that trembled at 

her approach. The ſcene of her horrid incan- 

tations was within the circtimference of a large. 

circle; in the center of which an altar was raiſed, 

where the hallowed veryain blazed' in trianglar 

flames, while the miſchievous Hag pronounced 

the dreadful words; which bound all hell in obe- 

dience to her charms. She blows a raging peſ- 

tilence from her lips into the neighbouring folds; 

the innocent cattle die, to afford a fit ſacriſice 

to the infernal deities. The moon, by powerful 

ſpells drawn don from her orb, enters the wood: 

legions of ſpirits from Pluto's realms appear be- 

fore the altar, and demand her pleaſure. Tell 

me, ſaid ſhe, where I ſhall find what I have loſt, 

my favourite little dog. How! cryed they all,. 

enraged—Impertinent Beldame ! muſt the order 

of nature be inverted, and the repoſe of every. 

creature diſturbed, for the ſake of thy little dog? * 
LY ' yo | 
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FABLE III. 
T he Camelion. 


TY O travellers happened on their zourney 
to be engaged in a warm diſpute about the 


colour of the Camelion. One of them affirmed 
it was blue; that he had ſeen it with his own 
eyes, upon the naked branch of a tree, feeding 


on the air, in a very clear day. The other ſtrongly 


aſſerted it was green, and that he had viewed 
it very cloſely and minutely on the broad leaf of 
a fig tree. Both of them were poſitive, and the 
diſpute was riſing to a quarrel: but a third per- 
ſon luckily coming by, they agreed to refer the 


queſtion to his deciſion. Gentlemen, ſaid the 


arbitrator with a ſmile of great ſelf-ſatisfaRtion, 
you could not have been more lucky in your res, 
ference, as I happen to have caught one of them 
laſt night: but indeed you are both miſtaken, for 
the creature is totally black; Black! impoſſible . 
Nay, quoth the umpire, with great aſſurance 
"the matter may ſoon be decided, for I immedi- 
ately encloſed my Camelion in a little paper boxy, 
and here it is. So ſaying, he drew it out of his 
pocket, opened his box, and behold, it was as 
white as ſnow. The poſitive diſputants looked 


equally ſurpriſed, and equally confounded : while 
the 


- p | 
- 
* . 


MODERN FABLES. 63 
the ſagacious reptile, aſſuming the air of a philo- 


ſopher, thus admoniſhed them: Ye children of 


men, learn diffidence and moderation in your opi- 


nions. 'Tis true, you happen, in this preſent 


inſtance, to be all in the right, and have only 
conſidered the ſubject undet different circum- 
ſtances: but pray, for the future, allow others 
to have eye-ſight as well as yourſelves; nor won- 
der if every ane prefers the teſtimony of his own 
ſenſes, to that of another s. 


FABLE IV. 
The Walf and the Lamb.” 


Plock of: ſheep were feeding in a meadow, 
while their dogs were aſleep, and their 
ſhepherd at a diſtance, playing on his pipe, be- 
neath the ſhade of a ſpre 

unexperienced Lamb, obſerving a half · ſtarved 
Wolf peeping through the pales of the encloſure, 
entered into converſation with him. Pray, what 
are you ſeeking for here? ſaid the Lamb, I am 
looking, replied the Wolf, for ſome tendbt graſs; 
tor nothing you know is more pleaſant than to 
feed in a freſh paſture, and to flake ones thirſt 
at a 5 both which, I perceive, you 
enjoy Within theſe pales in their utmoſt perfec- 

tion. Happy creature! continued he, how much 
: * I 
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I envy your lot! who are in full poſſeſhon of the 
utmoſt I deſire: for philoſophy has long taught | 
me to be ſatisfied with a little. It ſeems then, 

, returned the Lamb, thoſe who ſay you feed on 
leſh, accuſe you falſely, fince a little ; nt will 
eaſily content you. If this be true, let us for 

the future live like brethren, and feed together. 

SZ8io ſaying, the ſimple Lamb imprudently crept 
through the fence, and became at once a prey 
to our pretended philoſopher, and a ſacrificè to 
his own inexperience and credulity. | 


FABLE V. 


T he Fox and the Bramhle. 


; A Fox cloſely purſued by a pack of dogs, took 
ſhelter under the covert of a Bramble. He 
rejoiced in this aſylum, and for a while was very 
happy: but ſoon found, that if he attempted to 
_ he was wounded by thorns and prickles on 
every fide. However, making a virtue of nes 
ceſſity, he forbore to complain; and comforted 
bimſelbwith reflefing, that no bliſs is perſect; that 
good and evil are mixt, and flow from the am: 
fountain. Theſe briars indeed, ſaid he, will tear 
my ſkin a little, yet they keep off the dogs. For 
the ſake of the good then, let me bear the evil 
with patience; each bitter has its ſweets, and 
4 a theſe 
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theſe Brambles though 2 wound "Hg Je, pre 
ſerve my Ye from danger. 


FAB LE VI. 


0 .The Falcon and the Hen. 
De cireumſlances make the fue 


action right or _ a virtue or a vice. 


65 


Ot al * — — I evinikaee, nid a Fal- 
con to a Hen, you are certainly the moſt un- 
grateful. What inſtance of ingratitude, replied 
the Hen, can you juſtly. charge upon me? The 
greateſt, returned the Falcon; ingratitude- to 
your higheſt benefactors, men. Do they not 
feed you every day, and ſhelter you every night 
Nevertheleſs, when they endeavour to court you 
to them, you.ungratefully forget all their Rind- 

neſs, and fly from them as from an enemy. Now 
I, wht am wild by nature, and no way obliged 
to them yet upon the leaſt of "ay careſſes, ſuf 
fer myſelf to be taken, and go, or come at their 
command. All this is very true, re the 
Hen, but there may be a ſufficient reaſon both 
for my fear, and for your familiarity: I believe you 
never ſaw a ſingle. Falcon ' roaſting at the fire 
whereas I have ſeen an hundred Hens truſſed 
for Mat purpoſe. | 


| F FABLE 
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FABLE VI. 
The Travellers and the Money-bag. | 


A® two men were travelling on the road, one 

of them eſpied a bag of Money lying on 

„ *the ground, and picking it up, I am. in luck this 
morning, ſaid he, I hayefound a Bag of Money. 
Yes, returned the other; though, methinks, you 
ſhould not ſay I, but We have found it: for when 


= * ® TX WW . 


two friends are travelling together, they ought ' 
equally to ſhare in any accidental good fortune 
that may happen to attend them. No, rejoined 
the former, it was I that found it, and I muſt in- 
fiſt upon keeping it. He had no ſooner ſpoken 
the —— than they were alarmed with a hue 
and cry after a thief, who had that morning ſ 
taken a purſe upon the road. Lord, ſays the * 
finder, this is extremely unfortunate, we ſhall it 
certainly be ſeized.” Good Sir, replied th#other, - d 
be pleaſed ngt to ſay We, but Iz as you would p 
not allpw me a ſhare in the prize, you have no v1 
right make me a partner in the puniſhment. e) 
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7 FABLE VI. 


The diſcontented Aſs. 


I N the depth of winter, a poor Aſs prayed 
heartily for the ſpring, that he might ex- 
change æ cold lodging, and a heartleſs truſs of 
ſtraw, for a little warm weather and a mouthful 
of freſh gaſs. In à ſhort time, according to his 
wiſh, the warm weather, and the freſh graſs came 
on; but brought with them ſo much toil and bu- 
ſineſs, that he was ſoon as weary of the ſpring 
as before of the winter; and he now became im- 
patient for the approach of ſummer. Summer 
arrives: but the heat, the harveſt-work; and 
other drudgeries and inconveniences of the ſea- 
ſon, ſet him as far from happineſs as before; 
which he now flattered himſelf would be found 
in the plenty of autumn. But here too he is 
diſappoiſted; for what with the carrying of ap- 
ples, roots, fewel for the winter, and ↄther pro- 
viſions, he was in autumn more fatigued 
ever. Having thus trod round the circle oF the 
year, in a courſe of reſtleſs labour, unealineſs © 
and diſappointment; and found no ſeaſon, nor 
ſtation of life, without its buſineſs and its trou- + 
ble; * forced at laſt to acquieſce in the 
comfortleſs ſeaſon of winter, Where his complaint 
F 2 a began: 
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began: convinced that in this world, every ſitua- 
tion has its inconvenience. , 


FABLE IX. 
Tue two Springs. * 


To Springs, which iſſued from the ag 
fountain, began their courſe together: one 
of them took her way in a ſilent and gentle ſtream, | 
while the other ruſhed along with a ſounding | 
and rapid current. Siſter, ſaid the latter, at the' 
rate you move, you will probably be dried up 
before you advance much farther: whereas, for ] 
myſelf, I will venture a wager, that within two | 
or three hundred furlongs I ſhall become naviga- I 
ble, and after diſtributing commerce and wealth c 
wherever 1 flow, I ſhall majeſtically proceed to pay ; 
my tribute to the ocean: ſo farewel, dear ſiſter, b 
and patiently ſubmit to your fate. Her ſiſter made 9 
F 

n 

t 

if 

tl 


no reply; but calmly deſcending to che mea 
dows beloyy, increaſed her ſtream by numberleſs 
lit ls, which ſhe, collected in her progreſs, 
till N length ſhe was enabled to riſe into a confi- 
derable river: whilſt the proud Stream, who had 
the vanity to depend ſolely upon her own ſuth- ir 
ciency, continued a ſhallow-brook, and was glad te 
at laſt tobe helped forward, by throwing herſelf y 
into the arms = her deſpiſed ſiſter. , 
| FABLE 
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FABLE X. 


T he Roſe and the Butterfly. 


Fine powdered Butterfly fell in love with a 
beautiful Roſe, who expanded her charms 
in a neighbouring-parterre. Matters were ſoon 
adjuſted between them, and they mutually vowed 
eternal fidelity. The Butterfly, perfectly ſatis- 
fed with the ſucceſs of his amour, took a tender 
leave of his miſtreſs, and did not return again 
till noon. What! ſaid the Roſe, when ſhe ſaw 
him approach, is the ardent paſſion you vowed, 
ſo ſoon extinguiſhed? It is an age ſince you paid 
me a viſit. But no wonder: for I obſerved you 
courting by turns every flower in the garden. 
You little coquet, replied the Butterfly, it well 
becomes you truely, to reproach me with my 
gallantries; when in fact I only copy the exam-' 
ple which you-your/elf have ſet me. For, not to 
mention the ſatisfation with which you admit- 
ted the kiſs of the fragrant Zephyr; did, Lnot 
ſee you diſplaying your charms ta the bee, t fly, 
the waſp, and in-ſhort, encouraging and receiv- 
ing the addreſſes of every buzzing inſect that flut - 
tered within your view ? If you will be a coquet, 
you mult expect to find me inconſtant. 


Ws FABLE 


70 MODERN: FABLES. 


FABLE XI. 
T he Tortoiſe and two Ducks. 


ANITY and idle curioſity are qualities 

which generally prove deſtructive to thoſe 
who ſuffer themſelves to be governed by them. 
A Tortoiſe, weary of paſſing her days in the 
ſame obſcure corner, conceived a wonderful in- 
clination to viſit foreign countries. Two Ducks, 
whom the ſimple Tortoiſe acquainted with her 
intention, undertook to oblige her upon the 
occaſion, Accordingly they told her, that if 
ſhe would faſten her mouth to the middle of a 
pole, they would take the two ends, and tranſport 
her whitherſoever ſhe choſe to be conveyed. The 
Tortoiſe approved of the expedient; and every 
thing being prepared," the Ducks began their 
flight with her. They had not travelled far in 
the air, when they were met by a crow, who en- 
quiri what they were bearing along, they re- 
plied,” The queen of the Tortoiſes. The Tortoiſe, 
vain of the new and unmerited appellation, was 
going to confirm the title, when opening her 
mouth for that purpoſe, ſhe let go her hold, and 
vas daſhed to pieces by her fall. 


FABLE 
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FABLE XII. 


The Cat and the old Rat. 


Certain Cat had made fuch unmerciful ha- 
voc among the vermin of her neighbour- 
hood, that not a ſingle Rat or Mouſe dared ven- 
ture to appear abroad. Puſs was ſoon convinced, 
that if affairs remained in their preſent ſituation, 
ſhe muſt be totally unſupplied with proviſion. 
After mature dehberation therefore, ſhe reſolved 
to have recouſe to ſtratagem. For this purpoſe, 


ſhe ſuſpended herſelf from a hook with her head 


downwards, pretending to be dead. The rats 
and mice obſerving her, as they peeped from 
their holes, in this dangling attitude, concluded 
ſhe was hanged for ſome miſdemeanour; and 
with great joy immediately ſallied forth in queſt 
of their prey.  Puſs, as ſoon as a ſufficient num- 
ber wert collected together, quitting her hold, 
dropped into the midſt of them; and very few 
had the fortune to make good their retreat, T his 
artifice having ſucceeded ſo well, ſhe was Wcou- 
raged to try the event of a ſecond. Accordingly 
ſhe whitened her coat all over, by rolling her- 
ſelf in a heap of flour, and in this diſguiſe lay 
concealed in the bottomof a meal tub. This 


ſtratagem was executed, in general, with the ſame 
F4 effect 
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effect as the former. But an old experienced 
Rat, altogether as cunning as his adverſary, 
was not ſo eaſily enſnared. I don't much like, 
ſaid he, that white heap yonder; ſomething . 
whiſpers me, there is miſchief concealed underit, 
"Tis true, it may be meal; but it may likewiſe be 
ſomething that I ſhall not reliſh quite ſo well, 
There can be no harm, at leaſt, in keeping at a 
proper diſtance: - for caution, I am ſure, is s the 


parent of ſecurity. 
FABLE XIII. 
The Country Maid and her Milk-pail 


W HEN men ſuffer their imaginations to 
amuſe them with the proſpect of diſtant 
and uncertain improvements of their condition 
they 1 ſuſtain real loſſes, by their inat- 
tention to thoſe affairs in which they are imme- 
diately concerned, | * 


A Country Maid was walking very delibe- 
ratelywith a Pail of Milk upon her head, when 
ſhe fell into the following train of reſlections. 
. The money, for which I ſhall ſell this Milk, will 
enable me to increaſe my ſock of eggs to three 
hundred. Theſe eggs, allowing for what may 

prove addle, and what may be deſtroyed by ver- 
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min, will produce at leaſt, two hundred and 
fifty chickens.” The chickens will be fit to 

to market about Chriſtmas, when poultry always 
bear a good price: ſo that by May-day, I can- 
not fail of having money enough to purchaſe a 
new gowns Green—let me conſider, - yes, green 
becomes my complexion beſt, and green it {hall 
be. In this dreſs I will go to the fair, where all 
the young fellows will ſtrive to have me for a 
partner: but I ſhall perhaps refuſe every one of 
them, and with an air of diſdain toſs from them 
—Tranſported with this triumphant thought, ſhe 
could not forbear acting with her head, what thus 
paſſed in her imagination; when down came the 


Pail of Milk, and all her tmaginary happineſs va» 


niſhed in a moment. 


„ALI NV. 


T is very imprudent to truſt an enemy, oreven 


a ſtranger, ſo far as to put one's * in his 
power. \ 


A Cormorant whoſe eyes were become ſo dim 
by age, that he could not diſcern his prey at 
the bottom of the waters, bethought himſelf of 
a ſtratagem to ſupply his wants, Hark you, friend, 


ſaid 
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ſaid he to a Gudgeon, whom he obſerved ſwim- 
ming near the ſurface of a certain canal, 'if you 
have any regard for yourſelf or your brethren, 
go this moment and acquaint them from me, 
that the owner of this piece of water is deter- 
mined to drag it a week hence. The Gudgeon 
immediately ſwam away, and made his report 
of this terrible news to a general aſſembly of the 
Fiſhes; who unanimouſly agreed to fend him 
back as their embaſſador to the Cormorant. The 
purport of his commiſſion was to return him their 
thanks forthe intelligence; and to add their in- 
treaties, that, as he had been ſo good as to in- 
form them of their danger, he would be graci- 
ouſly pleaſed to put them into a method of ef- 
caping it. That I will moſt readily, returned 
the artful Cormorant, and affiſt you with my 
beſt ſervices into the bargain. You have only 
to collect yourſelves together at the top of the 
water, and T will undertake to tranſport you 
one by one to my own reſidence, by the fide of a 
ſolitary pool, to which no creature but myſelf 
ever found the way. The project was perfectly 
well approved by the unwary Fiſhes, and with great 
expedition performed by the deceitful Cormorant ; 
who having placed them in a ſhallow water, the 
bottom of which his eye could eaſily diſcern, 


they 
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they were all devoured by him in their turns, as 
his hunger or luxury required. 


FABLE XV. 


T he Athieſt and the Acorn. 


T was the fool who ſaid in his heart, T here is 

no God: into the breaſt of a wiſe man, ſuch 
a thought could never have entered. One of 
thoſe refined Reaſoners, commonly called Mi- 
nute Philoſophers, was fitting at his eaſe be- 
neath the ſhade of a large oak, while at his fide 
the weak branches of a pumpion were, trailed 
upon the ground. This threw our great logician 
into his old track of reaſoning againſt providence, 
Is it conſiſtent with common ſenſe, ſaid he, that 
infinite wiſdom ſhould create ſo large and ſtately a 
tree, with branches of ſuch prodigious ſtrength, 
only to bear ſo ſmall and inſignificant a fruit as 
an Horn? Or that ſo weak a ſtem, as that of a 
pumpion, ſhould be loaded with ſo diſpropor- 
tioned a weight?” A child may ſee the abſurdity 
of it. In the midſt of this curious ſpbculation, 
down dropt an Acorn, from one of the higheſt 
branches of the oak, full upon his head. How 
ſmall a trifle may overturn the ſyſtems of mighty 
þhiloſophers ! Struck with the accident, he could 


not 
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not help crying out, How e ir that 
this was not a pumpion ! - * 


FAB LE XVI. 
The Lynx and the Mole. 


NDER the covert of a thick wood, at the 

foot of a tree, as a Lynx lay whetting his 
teeth, and waiting for his prey; he eſpied a 
Mole, half buried under a hilloc of her own 
raiſing. Alas, poor creature, ſaid the Lynx, 
how much I pity thee ! Surely Jupiter has been 
very unkind, to debar thee from the light of the 
day, which rejoices the whole creation. Thou 
art certainly not above half alive; and it would 
be doing thee a ſervice, to put an end to ſo un- 
animated a being. I thank you for your kind- 
neſs, replied the Mole, but I think I have full 
as much vivacity, as my ftate and circumſtances 
require. For the reſt, Lam perfectly well kon- 
tented with the faculties Which Jupiter has al- 
lotted me, who I am ſure wants not our direc- 
tion in diſtributing his gifts with propriety. I 
have not, 'tis true, your piercing eyes; but I 
have ears which anſwer all my purpoſes full as 
well. Hark! for example, I am warned, by a 
Noiſe which I hear behind you, to fly from dam- 


ger. So ſaying, he ſlunk into the earth; while 
a 
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a javelin from the arm of a hunter, 3 the 
quick-fi ot Lynx to the heart. 


FABLE XVII. 


The Spider and the Silk-worm 


H os E arts are moſt valuable, which are 
of greateſt uſe. 


A Spider buſied in ſpreading his web from 
one fide gf a room to the other, was aſked by 
an induſtrious Silk-worm, to what end he ſpent 
ſo much time and labour, in making ſuch a 
number of lines and circles? The Spider angrily 
replied, Do not diſturb me, thou ignorant thing: 
I tranſmit my ingenuity to poſterity, and fame is 
the object of my wiſhes. - Juſt as he had ſpoken, - 
Suſan the chambermaid, coming into the room 
to feed her Silk-worms, ſaw the ſpider at his 
worky, and with one ſtroke of her broom, ſwept 
him away, and deſtroyed at once his labours; and 


hopes of fame. — 
* 
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FABLE XVII. 
The Boe and the Fh. 1575 5 


Bee obſerving a Fly friſking about hes hive, 
alked him in a very paſſionate tone, what 
he did there? Is it for ſuch ſcoundrels as you, 
faid ſhe, to intrude into the company of the 
queens of the air? You have great reaſon truly, 
replied the Fly, to be out of humour: I am 
fure they muſt be mad, who would have any 
concern with ſo quarrelſome a nation. And 
why ſo? thou ſaucy malapert, returned the en- 
raged Bee: we have the beſt laws, and are go- 
verned by the beſt policy in the world. We 
feed upon the moſt fragrant flowers, and all our 
buſineſs is to make honey? honey, which equals 
nectar, thou taſteleſs wretch, who liveſt upon 
nothing but putrefaction and excrement. We 
live as we can, rejoined the Fly: poverty, Lhope, 
is no crime; but paſſion is one, I am ſure. The 
honey you make, is ſweet I grant you; but your 
heart is all bitterneſs: for to be reyenged on an 
enemy, you'll deſtroy your own life; and are 
ſo inconſiderate in your rage, as to do more miſ- 
chief to yourſelf, than to your adverſary. Take 
my word for it, one had better have leſs conſi- 
derable talents, and uſe them with more diſcre- 
tion. FABLE 
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SOR, Finde, and Reputation. 223 


63 * and Reputation. three 2 he 
intimate friends, agreed to travel over the - | 57 
illand of Great Breton, to ſee whatever mighſlt 
be worthy of obſervation. But as ſome misfor- - | — 


tune, ſaid they, may happen to ſeparate us; let 


us conſider before we ſet out, by what means 5 
we may find each other again. Should it be 
my ill fate, ſaid Genius, to be ſevered from my *. 


friends; which heaven forbid? you may ſind me 
kneeling in devotion before the tomb of Shake- + 
ſpearꝭ or rapt inſome grove where Milton tale 
with angels; or muſing in the grotto where Pope 
caught inſpiration. Virtue, with a ſigh, ac- 
knowledged that her friends were not very nu- 
merous : but were I to loſe you, ſhe cryed, with 
whom Lam at preſent ſo happily united; I ſhould 

chuſe to take ſanctuary in the temples of reli- 

gion, in the palaces of royalty, or in the ſtately 
domes of miniſters of ſtate: but as it may be my 

ill fortune to be there denied admittance, enquire 

for ſome cottage where Contentment has a bower, 

and there you will certainly find me. Ah, my 


dear companions, ſaid Reputation very earneſt- | 
ly, you I perceive, when miſſing, may poſſibly 
| be 
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be recovered; but take care, Test you, al- 
van to keep ſight of me; For MBean WA, 
of am never to be retri eve. * 2 
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xt 1 The Court of Death. 
* 5 EAT R. the king of terrors, on W anni- 
verſary of his coronation, was determined 


+? , to chuſe his prime miniſter. His pale courtiers, 

« the ghaſtly train of diſeaſes, were all ſummoned 

| to attend: when each preferred his claim to the 
honour of this illuſtrious office. Fever urged the 

numbers he deſtroyed; cold Palſy ſet forth his 
pretentions, by ſhaking all his limbs; and Drop- 
y by his ſwelled unwieldly carcaſe. Gout hob- 

| bled up, and alledged his great power in rack- 
ing every joint; and Aſthma's inability to ſpeak, 
was a ſtrong, though ſilent argument in favour 
of his claim. Stone and Cholic pleaded their 
violence; Plague, his rapid progreſs in deſtuc- 
tion; and Conſumption tho flow, inſiſted that 
he was ſure. In the midſt of this.contention, the 
court was diſturbed with the noiſe of muſic, 
dancing, feaſting, and revelry; when immedi- 
ately entered a lady with a bold laſcivious air, 
and a fluſhed and jovial countenance: ſhe was 


attended on one hand by a troop of cooks and 
bacchanals ; 
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backt on the other by 
ton youths and damſels, who danced h 


rr ANCE he waved her hand, and Ius 
addreſſed the crowd of Diſeaſes. Give way, ye - 


theſsfteſt muſical inſtruments; kite to WF p _ | 


ſickly band of pretenders, nor dare to vie with , * 


my ſuperior merits in the ſervice of this great 
Monarch. Am not I your parent? the author 
of your beings? Do you not derive your power 
of ſhortening human life almoſt wholly from me? 


Who then ſo fit as myſelf for this important of- 


fice? The griſly Monarch grinned a ſmile of ap- 
probation; placed her at his right hand, and ſhe 
immediately became his prime favourite, and 


Principal miniſter. 
of ABL E XX1. 
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H — live in the world as ks: as 


had never been born! They paſs 
through — like a bird through the air, and 
leave no track behind them: waſte the prime of 
their days in deliberating what they ſhall do; and 
bringing them to a Period, 3 coming to 
any 8 . 


* * 


ys Induſtry and Sloth, cloſe at m 


An dndolent young wig) 
\ bed ſo long, joco a 
ſwered Every m of: 
cauſes, I have two Re gir 


| ed ſide, as ſoon 
as ever I awake, prefling their different ſuits; 
One intreats me to get up, the other perſuades 
me to lie ſtill: 'anq then they alternately give me 
various reaſons, why I ſhould rife, and why I. 
ſhould not. This detains me ſo long, as it is 
the duty of an impartial judge to hear all that 

can be ſaid on either fide, that before the plead- 
ings are over, it is time to go to dinner. 


FABLE XXII. iS 


T he Hare's Ears., 


A Elk having accidently gored a Lion, the 
monarch was ſo exaſperated, that he ſent 
forth an edict, commanding all horned beaſts, 
on pain of death, to depart his dominions. A 
Hare obſerving the ſhadow of her Ears, was much 
alarmed at their long and lofty: apperance; and 


running to one of her friends, acquainted him - 


that ſhe was reſolved" to quit the country. For 
ſhould I happen, ſaid ſhe, however undeſign- 
edly, to give offence to my ſuperiors, my Ears 
may be conſtrued to come within the horn- act. 

Her 


up, DE 8g 


Her friend uiilddather apprehenons: andaſked, 
how it W Pohle the Ears could be miſtaken 
for horus ꝰ Kad nd Aare Fars than an oftriph, - _ 
replied/the Hare, & would not truſt them in the 
hands of an inf 
arguments of little force, againſt t the logic of power 
and malice in conjunction. 


FABLE XXIII 5 
The Hermit and the Bear." DAL * 


N W cr friend often d. as much mi 
chief by his too great 10 as ban work ene- 
. ee egg g e $190 bet 
o 

A certain Hermit having Jone 3 a wil office | 
to a Bear, tlie grateful creature was ſo ſenſible 
of his obligation, that he begged to be admitted 
as the guardian and companion of his ſolitude. 
The Hermit willingly accepted his offer; and 
conducted him to his cell, where they paſſed their 
time together in an amicable manner. One very 
hot day, the Hermit having laid him down to 
ſleep, the officious Bear employed himſelf in driv- 
ing away the flies from his patron's face. But in 
ſpite of all his care, one of the flies perpetually 
returned to the attack, and at laſt, ſettled upon 
the Hermit's noſe. Now TI ſhall have you moſt 
G 2 certainly, 


1 for truth and innocence are 4 


tions imaginable, ga 
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certainly, ſaid — bark 


the face; which v exy ed l dee 
liſhed the fly, but at 1 lam time Moſt 
bruiſed the face of his benefa 


F A BLE XXIV. 
T he Paſſenger and the Pilot. 


T had blown a violent ſtorm at ſea, and the 
whole crew of a veſſel were in imminent dan- 
ger of ſhipwreck. After the rolling of the wayes 
was ſomewhat abated, a certain Paſlenger who 
had never been at ſea before, obſerving the Pi- 


* 
. 7 


lot to have appeared wholly unconcerned, even 


in their greateſt danger, had the curioſity to aſk 
him what death his father died. What death? 
ſaid the Pilot; why he periſhed at ſea, as my 
grandfather did before him, And are not you 
afraid of truſting yourſelf to an element that has 
proved thus fatal to your family? Afraid! by 
no means; why, we muſt all die: is not your 
father dead? Yes, but he died in his bed. And 
why then are not you afraid of truſting yourſelf 
to your bed? Becauſe I am there perfectly ſe- 


cure. It may be ſo, replied the Pilot; but if 


the hand of providence 1 is equally extended over 


all places, there 1s no more reaſon for me to be 
afraid 


xx =» F ME MY TN CO . ĩ 
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afraid of going! to He's Wt to be afraidof 
0 1 an 


pF r E xxv. 
The portial Judge. 


prefling great concern'for an accident which 


he 210 had juſt happened. One of your oxen, 


continued he, has been gored by an unlucky 
bull of mine, and I ſhould be glad to know how 
I am to make you reparation. Thou art a very 
honeſt fellow, replied the Lawyer, and wilt not 
think it unreaſonable, that I expect one of thy 
oxen in return. It is no more than juſtice, 
quoth the Farmer, to be ſure: but what did I 
ſay ?—I miſtake It is your bull that has killed 
one of my oxen. Indeed! ſays the Lawyer, that 
alters the caſe: I muſt enquire into the affair; 
and if—And if! faid the Farmer—the bulineſs 
I find would have been concluded without an if; 
had you been as ready to do juſtice to others, as 
to exact it from them. 


FABLE 


A Farmer came to a neighbouring Lawyer, ex- , 


ee 


with much ſtrugling aud difficulty, at leng h 
diſengaged himſelf; not however without being 
obliged to leave his Tail behind him. The jay 
he felt at his eſcape, was ſomewhat abated 3 #4 
he began to conſider the price he had paid for 
it: and he was a good deal mortified by refleQ- 
ing on the ridiculous figure he ſhould make 
among his brethren, without a Tail. In the 
agitation of his thoughts upon this occaſion, an 
expedient occurred to him, which he reſolved to 
try, in order to remove this diſgraceful ſingu- 
larity, With this view he aſſembled his tribe 
together, and ſet forth in a moſt elaborate ſpeech, 
how much he had at heart, whatever tended to 
the public weal: he had often thought, he ſaid, 
on the length and buſhineſs of their Tails; was 
verily perſuaded that it was much more burthen- 
ſome, than ornamental, and rendered them be- 
ſides an eaſier prey to their enemies. He ear- 
neſtly recommended it to them, therefore, to 


diſcharge themſelves of ſo uſeleſs and dangerous 


an incumbrance. My good friend, replied an 


old Fox, who had liſtened very attentively to 
| his 


v 2 ors Ly 515 2 7 
: 4 8 , o 9 „ 
* > 1 5 * 3 72 
* | 9 * * 1 
4 - ! = . 
4 * Z * SING * fo * 
* . 89 * 
„ 
. C52 - . 


6 ͤœũ: , TT 


1 


1b FABLES. 8 


his bende ry much 
doubt, for the concern ou 
count: but p turn 


oblie edito you, no 
upon our ac- 
ebe ſote the company, 
for I cannot, for rifhglife, help ſuſpecting, that you 
would not be quite ſa ſollicitous to eaſe us of 
our Tails, if you had not unluckily loſt your own. 


F AB L E XXVII. 
T he Nobleman and his Son. 


Certain Nobleman, much infected by ſuper- 
ſtition, dreamed one night that his only 
Son, a youth about fifteen years of age, was 
thrown from his horſe as he was hunting, and 
killed upon the ſpot. This idle dream made ſo 
ſtrong an impreſſion upon the weak and credu- 
lous father that he ns a reſolution never 
more to ſuffer his Son to partake of this his fa- 
vourite diverſion. The next morning that the 
hounds went out, the young man requeſted per- 
miſſion to follow them; but inſtead of receiving 
it, as uſual, his father acquainted him with his 
dream, and peremptorily enjoined him to for- 
bear the ſport. The youth, greatly mortified at 
this unexpected refuſal, left the room much dif- 
concerted, and it was with ſome difficulty that 
he reſtrained his paſſion from indecently break- 
ing out in his father's preſence. But upon his 
G4 return 


* 


put an end to his life: illuſtrating an obſerva- : 


B xs 
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culous ap of the ſame kind, 5 oþ 
of this fimple wench, that I am debarred/from 
one of the principal pleaſures of my life: at the 
ſame time, with great emotion, he ſtruck his 
hand againſt the canvas; when a ruſty old nail, 
behind the picture, ran far into his wriſt, The 


pain and anguiſh of the wound threw the youth 


into a violent fever, which proved too powerful 
for the {kill of the phyſicians, and in a few days 


tion, that an over-cautious attention to avoid + 
evils, often brings them upon us; and that we 


are frequently thrown headlong into misfortunes, 
by the very means we make uſe of to avoid them. 


F A BLE XXVII. 
Jupiter and the Herdſman. 


A Herdſman miſſed a young heifer out of his 
grounds, and, after having diligently ſought 
for it in vain, when he could by no other means 
gain intelligence of it, betook himſelf at laſt to 
his prayers. Great Jupiter, ſaid he, ſhew, me 


but the villain who has done me this injury, and 
| I 


3 
o 
e 
d 
I 


by theſe marks I cannot fail of diſtingu 
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I vill give thee in the fbelt-kid from 
my flock. He had 18 f uttered his peti- 
tion, thaniturning whe comer gf a wood. he was 
{truck Wich the bt of 2 lion, 

ing on the c of his heffer. Trembling and 


pale, O Jupiter, cried he, I offered thee a kid 


if thou wouldſt grant my petition; I now offer thee 
a bull, if thou wilt deliver me from as 15 8 


quence of i ib. 
FAB L E xxx. 


The Eagle and the Oul. 


AN Eagle and an Owl having entered into a 
league of mutual amity, one of the articles 
of their treaty was, that the former ſhould not 
prey upon the younglingg of the latter. But tell 
me, ſaid the Owl, ſhould you know my little 
ones, if you were to ſee them? Indeed I ſhould 
not, replied the Eagle; but if you deſcribe them 
to me, it will be ſufficient. You are to obſerve 
then, returned the Owl, in the firſt place, that 
the charming creatures are perfectly well-ſhaped; 
in the next, that there is a remarkable ſweetneſs 
and vivacity in their countenances ; and then 
there 1s ſomething in their voices ſo peculiarly 
melodious—'Tis enough, interrupted the Eagle; 
iſhing 
them: 


„ e 


ED. 
e. "ws ar tay err 


in queſt of husch x: that tie diſcbwerecl antidt 
the ruins of caſtle, a A of .gfim-laced; . . ' 
ugly birds; gloomy countenances; :and 2 . 
voice like that of the turies,”- Theſe doubt 
ſaid he, cannot be the offspring of my friend, 
and fo I ſhall venture to make free with them. 
He had ſcarce finiſhed hisxepaſt and departed, 
When tlie Owl returned; Who, finding nothing 
of her brood remaining but ſome fragments of 
the mangled cartaſes, broke out into the moſt 
bitter exclamations againſt the cruel and perfidi- * | 
ous author of her calamity, A neighbouring 
bat, who over-heard her lamentations, and had 
been witneſs to what had-paſled between, her and 
the Eagle; very gravely told her, that ſhe had 
nobody to blame for this misfortune,gbut her- 
ſelf; whoſe blind prejudices in favour of her 
children, had prompted her to give ſuch a deſcrip- 
tion of them, as did not reſemble them! in any 


one ſingle feature or quality. 


Parents ſhould * carefully guard againſt 
that weak partiality towards their children, which 
renders them blind to their 1 and _ 


2 
receiving any 
long afterwa 


lege dhe 


feftions: 


4 
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* 


4 8  ſeftions; as 99 is eee prove 
{4 \ — * "Sp £ * 5 5 1 +. : 5 * .* 

by” ; * * 1255 7 5 7 * 4 WY - 

0 Ma, * 

N A Mortal Alper once raged among the 


Beaſls, and ſwept day prodigious num- 
bers. After it had continued ſome time without 
abatement, it was*goncluded . in an allembly of 


the brute creation to be a judgment inflicted 


upon them for their fins, and n 
for a general confeſſion; when it was agreed, 
that he who to be the greateſt ſinner, 
ſhould: ſuffer death, as an atonement for the reſt. 


occaſion; and the Lion with great generoſity, 
condeſcended to be the firſt in making public 
confeſſioh. For my part, ſaid he, I muſt own 
I have been an enormous offender; I have killed 
many innocent ſheep in my time; nay once, but it 
was a caſe of neceſſity, I made a meal of the 
ſhepherd. the Fox, with much gravity, acknow- 
ledged, that theſe in any other than the King, 
would have been inexpiable crimes; but that his 
majeſty had certainly a right to a few ſilly ſheep, 
iy and to the ſhepherd too, in caſe of neceſ- 

y- * judgment of the Fox was applauded 


The Fox was appointed father confefſor upon the 


of * 
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by all the ſuperior ſavages ; 3 Type the. -- "oF 
| Leopard, the Bea and the Wolt, made e 
ſion of many engxmnitiss er anguinary "+ 
nature: which we all p c 28 
the ſame lenity and mercy; hain crimes ac- 0 mY 
counted ſo verbal, as ſcarce to to deſerve bene 
of offences. At laſt, a poor penitent Aft, with... 
great contrition acknowledged, that once going 
through the parſon's meadow, being very hun- 
gry,” and tempted by the ſweetneſs of the graſs, 
ih g hacetopt a little of it, not more however in 
ve than the tip of his tongue: he was very 
ſorry for the miſdemeanour, and hoped Hope 
exclaimed the Fox with ſingular zeal, what canſb + 
thou hope for, after the commiſhon of ſo. hein-, 
ous a crime? What! eat the parſon's graſs! Q 
ſacrilege! This, this is the flagrant wickedneſs, 
my brethren, which has drawn the wrath of hea- 
ven upon our heads, and this the notghyious of- 
fender, whoſe death muſt make atonement for” 
all our tranſgreſſions. So ſaying, he ordered 
his entrails for ſacrifice, and the reſt of the Beaſts 
went to dinner upon his carcaſe. 


1 
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. roc A i % yaung Mouſe 


Xx 


mother in great haſte O mother, ſaid he, I am 


Young M e, who had ſeen very little of 
the world, came running one oy to his 


frighted almoſt to death! I have ſeen the moſt 
extraordinary creature that eyer was. He 2 5 a 
fierce angry look, and ſtruts about ug 
legs. A ſtrange piece of fleſh. fone 
head, and another under his Bros 
blood. He flapped his arms againſt his "owe as 
if he intended to riſe into the air; and ſtretching 
out his head, he opened a ſharppointed mouth 
ſo wide, that I thought he was preparing to ſwal- 
low me up: then he roared at me ſo horribly, 
that I trembled every joint, and was glad to run 
home as ff as I could. If I had not been frigh- 
tened 'away by this terrible monſter, I was juſt 
going to ſcrape acquaintance with the prettieſt 
creature you ever ſaw. She had a ſoft furr ſkin, 
thicker than ours, and all beautifully ſtreaked 
with black and grey; with a modeſt look, and 
a demeanour ſo humble and courteous, that me- 
thought Icould have fallen in love with her. Then 
had a fine long tail, which ſhe waved about 
prettily, and looked ſo earneſtly at me, that 
1 


v. 1 5 


eſcaped being di 


| I do believe ſhe ns juſt 
| when the horrig 101 
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you was ſo much 1 of: whtch 1 Was” -3 ' 


only a bird, and would have done you 2e . 
ner Df harm, Whereas the ſweet creature, "of, | | 


whom you ſeem ſo fond, was no other, than a 


Cat; 3 under that kypocritical- countenance, 


Lo 


ſa 


moſt in veterate hatred to all our race, 
$ 5 entirely by. devouring Mice. Learn 
Ancident, my dear, never whalit "eu 


— wo rely on outward appear ences, 
＋ A B LE XXXII. 
* Tie Farmer and his Dog. af + 
A Farmer who had juſt ſtepped intg his field 
to mend a gap in'one of his found 


at his return, the cradle, where he leſt his 
only child aſleep, turned uplide down, the clothes 
all torn and bloody, and his Dog lying near it 
beſmeared alſo with blood. Immediately con- 
ceiving that the creature had deſtroyed his child, 
he inſtantly daſhed out his brains with the hatchet 
in his hand: when qurning up the cradle, he 
found his child unhurt, and an enormous 


lying dead on the floor, killed by that fait 
Dog, 


* 


ty in preſerving 
ther kind of re- 


the og wh of his on, 


ward... Theſe affecting circumſtances afforded 


him a ſtriking "leflar, 1 Aangerous it is too 


haſtily” to * er to the — 2 of a * 
n eee ee © + 


+ x 


F A Bl. E. Su 


* 


Gnat half 3 wich. cold 

with hunger, came early d 
Beechive, begging the relief of chavieys and of- 
fered to teach muſic in the family, on the hum- 
ble terms of diet and lodging. The Bee received 
her petitioner with a cold civility, and deſired 
to be excuſed. I bring up all my children, ſaid 
ſhe, to my on uſual trade, that they may be 
able when grow up, to get an honeſt lives 


1982 


er induſtry. Beſides, how do you 
think I could be ſo imprudent as to teach them 


an art, which 1 ſee CEE reduced its Profeſſor to 
indigence and beggary ? 


FABLE. 


| = 7 * pot * 94 : 7 * 
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, ) Wes * Wa WF 4s dy 
N Owl ſadlinking 3 in a hollow 5 
tree, andyareaigned the brightneſt Uf che 
ſun. What is che uſe of its beams, faid ſue, But Kt 
to dazzle ones eye; ſo that one cannot ſee a mouſe? 
4 | ae 18353106 to conceive for what 


_—— glad n Object was created. We 


ven much better without it, 0 

at Eagle perched an a branch of 

2 ſame tree, to rail at excellence which thou 

canſt not taſte; and not to perteive that the fault 
is not in the ſun, but in myfelf. All, tis true, ; 

have not faculties to underſtand, or rs to 
enjoy the benefit of itz but muſt the 
the n chat 
| Owl may catch a | 


FABLE» e 


The fick Lion, the Fox, and the Wolf. 
Lion, having ſurſeited himſelf with feaſting 


too luxuriouſly on the carcaſe of a wild boar, 
was ſeized with à violent and dangeroys c diſorder. 
The beaſts of the foreſt flocked in great n 
to pay their reſpe@s to him upon the oc - 
2 | "a 
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and ſcarce one was abſent except the Fox. The 
Wolf, an illnatured and malicious beaſt, ſeized 
this opportunity to accuſe the Fox of pride, in- 
gratitude, and diſafteftion to his majeſty. In the 
mid of his invective, the Fox entered; who 
having heard part of the Wolf's accuſation, and 
obſerying the Lion's countenance to be kindling 
into wrath, thus adroitly excuſed himſelf, and 
retorted upon his accuſer, With a tone of zeal- 
ous loyalty he addreſſed the aſſembly thugs May 

the King live for ever! then turning to . 
I ſee many here, who, With mere Hp-fervice, 
have pretended to ſhew you their loyalty: but 
formy part, from the moment I heard of your ma- 
jeſty's illneſs, neglecting uſeleſs compliments, I 
employed myſelfday and night to enquire among 
the moſt learned phyſicians, an infallable'reme- 
dy for your diſeaſe, and have at length happily 
been informed of one. It is a plaiſter made from 
part of the Rin of a Wolf, taken warm from his 
back, and laid to your majeſty's tomach. This 
remedy was no ſooner propoſed, than it was de- 
termined that the experiment ſhould be tried: 
and whilſt the aperation was performing; the 
Fox, with a ſarcaſtic ſmile, whiſpered this uſeful _ 
. maxim in the Wolf's ear—If you would be ſafe 
from harm yourſelf, learn for the future, not to me- 


ditate-miſchuef againſt others. 
1 


FABLE 
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F 458 r. 
T he Bll ſan ani 


| _ from our wants . U Wel. 
moſt all . nations of ans, va 
their riſe. vat! e 


A Blind Man \ Being hopped s bad pick —_ 
9 meets with a Lane Man, and intreats 
guide him through the difficulty he was got 
* 40 nto. How can I do that, replied the Lame Man, 
'* finceT am ſcarce able to drag myſelf along? but 
as you appear to be very ftrong, if you will _ 
me, we will ſeek our fortunes together. It 
then be my intereſt to warn you of any thing 
that may obſtruct your way: your feet ſhall be 
my feet, and my eyes yours. With ai heart, 
returned the Blind Man; let us render each other 
our mutual ſervices. So taking ne com- 
panion on his back, they by mean 6Ftheir uni- 
on, travelled on with ſafety and pleaſure. 
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rue the tir: thi Minkey, and the Fox, 
172 E Tyrant of the foreſt iſſued a proclama- 
all his fubjeds to repair 
immediately to his royal den. Among the reſt, 
the Bear made his appe but pretending 
to be offended with the lamm which iſſued from 
the monarch's apartment, he was im rudent 
enough to hold. A n tis wajeſty's preſenge 
This inſolence Was fe highly reſented, that the. k * 
Lion in rage laid him dead at his et. The 
Monkey, obſerving what had paſſed, trembled 
for his carcaſe; and attempted to conciliate fa- 
vour by the moſt abject flattery. He began with 
proteſting, 'that for his part, he thought the 
apartmgnts were perfumed with Arabian {picesy” 
and exelaiming avainſ the rudeneſs of the Bear, 
admiretthEpauty of his majeſty's paws, ſo hap- 
ily formal, Hee ſaid, to correct the inſolence of 
clowns. This falſome adulation, inſtead of being 
received as he expected, proved no leſs offenſive, 
than the rudeneſs of the Bear: and the courtly 
Monkey was in like manner extended by the 


| 2 of Sir Bruin. And now his majeſty caſt his 


the Fox. Well, Reynard, ſai he, and 
hathen t do you mover here ? Great prince, 
He replied 
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replied the cautiqus Fox, my I ver 8 
ed my moſt diſtinguiſhing Neale: 2 preſent 1 
would by no means venture to give my 8 
as s have unforthnawly got a. terrible * 
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T he Owl and the Nightingale, 


A Formal ſolemn Owl had many * . 
his habitation in a grove amongſt the ruins 
hho old monaſtery; and had pored' ſo often on © 

FX. manuſcripts, the ſtupid relicks of 
1 monkiſh library, that he grew infected with 
the pride and pedantry of the place; and miſ. 
taking gravity for wiſdom, would fit whole days 
with his eyes half ſhut, fancying himſelf pro- 
foundly learned. It happened, as he ſate one 
evening, half buried in meditation, and half i in 
Deep, that a Nightingale, unluckily perching 
near him, began her melodious lays: Ho ſtarted 
from his reverie, and with a horrid ſcreech inter- 
rupted her ſong—Be gone, cried he, thou im- 
pertinent minſtrel, nor diſtract with noiſy diſſo- 
nance, my ſublime contemplations; and know, 
vain ſongſter, that harmony conſiſts in truth 
alone, which is gained by laborious ſtudy and 
not in languiſting notes, fit only to ſooth the 
ear of a love- ſick maid. 2 onceited pedant! re- 
| turned 
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turned the Nig ghtingaloghoſe, wiſdom lies only 
in the feathers that” müffle up thy unmeaning | 


face; muſic is a natural and 'rational entertain- 
ment, and Hough. not adapted to the ears of an 
Owl; has ever been reliſhed and admired by all 
who are poſſeſſed of true takte and elegance. 


FABLE XXXIX. 
ks «The Ant and the Caterpillar, 


A® a Caterpillar was aeg ry lowly” 
along one of the alleys of a beautiful gar- + 


den, he was met by a pert lively Ant, who toll- 
ing up her head with a ſcornful air, cried, prithee 
get out of the way, thou poor creeping animal, 
and do not preſume to obſtruct the paths of thy 
ſuperiors, by wriggling along the road, and be- 
imearing- walks appropriated to their foqt- 
Poor creature ! thou lookeſt like a thing 
half made, which nature, not liking, threw by un- 
finiſhed: I could almoſt pity thee, methinks; 
but it is beneath one of my quality to talk to 

ſuch little mean creatures as thou art: and ſo, 
prog crawling wretch, adieu. 


The humble Caterpillar ſtruck dumb with this 
diſdainful language, retired, went to work, wound 
himlelf-up'in a ſilken cell, and at the appointed 
H 3 time 


* 
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time carne out a autiful Butterfly ft ad 
was iſſuing forth un ob | 

paſſing by. agg e tr th fop 1 
ment, and liſten to what 1 Thall ay. Let e 
adviſe you never to deſpiſe any ong tor bis condi». 
tion, as there are none ſo 
one day change their fortune. You behold: me 
now exalted in the air, whereas you mult ora * 


long as you live. 3 


62." ER NI. 


e 3 
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= os formed a ſtratagem to enter 8 
hen-rooſt: which having ſucceſsfully exe- 
cuted, and killed the cock, the hens, and the 
chickens, they began to feed upon them with 
ſingular ſatisfaction. One of the Foxes, who. 
was young and inconſiderate, was lor devo 
them all upon the ſpot: the other, who was old and 
covetous, Propoſed to reſerve ſome of them for 
another time. For experience, child, ſaid he, 
has made me wiſe, and I have ſeen many unex- 
events ſince I came into the world. - 
us provide, therefore, againſt what may hap 
and not conſume all our ſtores at one 
„All this is wonderous wiſe, replied the young 


your but for my part, I am reſolved not to ſtir 
till 


* 


may 5 


3 
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till I have gat ag will ſerve me a whole 
weeks for, 0 would vs. mad enough to return 
ther? When it e oy ner of theſe 
wis ill „ he ſhould catch 
us; would: certainly put᷑ us . Aſter this 
ſhort. dilcgurſes: mh purſued his own ſcheme: 
the young Fox Eat, till he burſt himſelf, and had 


_ ſcarcelyRtengthto reach his hole before he died. 
 Th&old ang thought it much better to de- 


ny e er the preſent, and lay up pro- 
won for . — the — ang... 
was killed by the farmer. Thus &ery age has its 
peculiar vice: the young fuffer by their iaſatiable 
thirſt after pleaſure; and the old, by their incor- 
rigible and inordinate aparice. 


* FABLE XLI, 
W Oat 


A 8 vob Kro. having accidentally ſeen kim. * 
Jelf in a cryſtal fountain, conceived the 
higheſt opinion of his perſonal perfections. "Tis 
time, ſaid he, that Hymen ſhould give me chil. 
dren as beautiful as myſelf, to be the gloty of 
the night, and the ornament of our groves. What 
pity would it be, if the race of the moſt accom- 


pliſhed of. birds ſhould be extinct for my want of 
a.mate! Happy the female who is deſtined to 


H 4 ſpend 
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ſpend her life with me! Full of theſe ſelf-approy= + 

ing thoughts, he igtreated the Crow to propoſe 
a match between him and the royal daughter of 
the Eagle. Do you imagine, ſaid the Crow, chat 


the noble Eagle, whoſe pride it i; to gase on the 


brighteſt of the heavenly luminaries, will conſent 
to marry his — 5. to you, who cannot ſo 
much as open your eyes whilſt it is day-light? But 
the ſelf-conceited Owl was deaf to all that his 9 

friend could urge; who after much 


8 was at length prevailed upon to undertake- the 
-* *ommiſſion, His propoſal was received in the 


mannerthat might be expeQed: the king of birds 
laughed him to ſcorn, However, being a mon- 
arch of ſome humour, he ordered him to ac- 
quaint the Owl, that if he would meet him the 
next morning at fun-riſe i in the middle of the ſky, 
he would conſent to give him his daughter in 
marriage. The preſumptuous Owl undertobł to 
perform the condition; but being dazzled with 
the ſun, and his head growing giddy, he fell from 
his height upon a rock; from whence being 
ſued by a flight of birds, he was glad at laſt to 
make his eſcape into the hollow of an old oak; 
where he paſled the remainder of his . in y 


that obſcurity, for which nature as 
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ee ef he Bt 

1 NG i is more common than for men 
to condemn the very ſame actions in others, 

which they practiſe . whenever occa- 


oy * 


139 


5 having made a party to tra- 


4 ee "beguiled the tediouſneſs of their 


journey by a variety of philoſophical converſa- 
tions, Of all the moral virtues, exclaimed Rey- 
nard, mercy is ſure the nobleſt ! What ſay you, 

my ſage friend, is it not ſo? Undoubtedly, re- 

plied the Cat, with a moſt demure countenance; 
nothing is more becoming, in a creature of any 
ſenſibility, than a compaſſionate diſpoſition, 
While they, were thus moralizing, and mutually 


2 


wy 


complimeyting each other on the wiſdom of their b 


reſpective reflections; a Wolf darted out, from a 
wood, upon a flock of ſheep which were feeding 
in an adjacent meadow; and without being in 


the leaſt affected by the moving lamentations of a 


poor lamb, deyoured it before their eyes. Hor- 
rible eruelty! exclaimed the Cat; why does he not 
feed on vermin, inſtead of making his barbarous 

* f 1 meals 
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meals on ſuch innocert creatures? Reynard agreed 


with his friend in he obſezvation: to which he 
added ſeveral veryipathetiexamarks on the odioul- 
neſs of a /anguinary tonper, Wal indignation was 


riſing in its warmth and ak whenthey arrived 
at a little cottage bythe \way-fidb4..where the . 


tender-hearted Reynayid. caſt his 
upon a fine cock ind was ſtruting about in 


oliſbed his prise in an inſtant. In the mean 


Able, a mouſe which ran out of the ſta- 
ble, totally put to flight our Cat's philoſophy, 
who fell to the repaſt without the leaſt commiſe- 


ration. 


FABLE XIIII. 
The two Horſes. | 22 


WO Horſes were travelling the ned toge- 
ther; one loaded with a ſack of flour, the 
other with a ſum of money. The latter, proud of 
his ſplendid burthen, toſſed his head with an air 
of conſcious ſuperiority, and every naw and 


then caſt a look of contempt upon his humble 
companion. In paſſing through a wood, they 


were met by a gang of highwaymen, who im- 
mediately ſeized upon the Horſe that was carry- 


ing 


yard, And now, adieu "morglizing :' he leaped |. 
over the pales, and without any ſort ol ſcruple 
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ing the realures bus the ſpirited fed, not be- 
ing altogether "diſpoſed to Rand ſo quietly as 
— fortheir they beat him 
fully Fad after plundering him of 

o lament at his lei- 
— 8 bruiſes he bad received. Friend, 
ſaid+ his deſpiled« compmanign to him, who had 
now reaſon totmamph in his turn, diſtinguiſhed 
poſts ate often dangerous to thoſe who poſleſs 
them t i you had ſerved a miller, as I do, you 


2 


might have travelled the road unmolgſt⸗ ese 


FABLE XIV. 
The Dove and the Ant, 


W E ſhould be always ready to do good of- 
fices, even to the meaneſt of our fellow 


creatures; as there is no one to whoſe aſſiſtance 
we may not, upon ſome occaſion or other, be 


greatly indebted. 


A Dove was ſipping from the banks of a rivu- 


let, when an Ant, who was at the ſame time 
trailing a grain of corn along the edge of the 
brook, inadvertently fell in. The Dove obſerving 


the helpleſs inſe& ſtruggling in vain to reach the 
ſhore, was touched with compaſſion; and pluck» 


ing a blade of graſs, dropped it into the ſtream; by 


means 


* 


# 


* 
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means of which the poor Ant, like a ſhip-waeck- 
ed ſailor uponia'plank;. got ſafe to land. She 

had ſcarcely arrived thert, when ſhe perceived a 

fowler juſt going to diſcharge his piece at her de- 
liverer: upon which ſhe inſtantly erept up his 
foot and ſtung him on the ankle, The ſportſman 
ſtarting, occaſioned a ruſlingamong the boughs, 
which alarmed the Dove, who immediately ſprung 
up, and by that means eſtaped the — with ' 


which ſhe was threatened, $1 oy 
e A B J. K XIV. 
TI avs "The Parrot. 


Certain Widower, in order to amuſe his ſo- 

litary hours, and in ſome meaſure wpp'y 
the converſation of his departed helpmate of 
quacious memory, determined to — u Par- 
rot. With this view he applied to a dei 
birds, who ſhewed him a large collection of Par- 
rots of various kinds, Whilſt they were exer- 
ciſing their talkative talents before him, one re- 
peating the cries of the town, another aſking for 
acup of ſack, and a third bawling out for a coach, 
he obſerved a green Parrot, perched in a thought- 
ful manner at a diſtance upon the foot of A table: 
And ſo you, my grave gentleman, ſaid he, are 
quite ſilent. To which the Parrot replied, like 


*.4 
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a philoſophical bird; « I think the more. Pleaſed 


with this ſenſible. anſwer, our Widower imme- 
diately paid down his price, and took home the 
bitch; Voncetying great things from a creature, 
who had givenſo ſtriking a ſpecimen of his parts. 
But after having inſtructed him during a whole 
month he wund to his great diſappointment, 
that he eule get nothing more from him than 
the fatiguing ition of the ſame dull ſentence, 
« I think che more,” I find, ſaid he in great 


wrath, that thou art a moſt invincible fool: and 
ten times more a fool was I, for having formed” 


a favourable opinion of thy abilities upon no 
better foundation, than an affedded ſolemnity. 


FABLE XLVI. 


The Cat and the Bat. 


Cat having devoured her maſter's favourite 
— over- heard him threatning to put 

her to death the moment he could find her. In 
this diſtreſs ſhe preferred a prayer to Jupiter; 
vowing, if he would deliver her from her preſent 
danger, that never while ſhe lived would ſhe eat 
another bird. Not long afterwards a bat moſt 
invitingly flew into the room where Puſs was 
purring in the window. The queſtion was, how 
to act upon ſo tempting an occaſion ? Her appe- 
tite 


* 
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tite preſſed hard onvad lth and her vow threw 
ſome ſcruples in het ay on the other. At length 

ſhe hit upon a moſt convenient diſtinction to xe - 

move all difficulties,” by determining that ava 
bird indeed it was unlawful prize, but as a mouſe 
ſhe might very conſcientiouſly eat it; and ac- 
cordingly without r oo fell to the * * 


Thus it is that men ate 5 to r upon 
themſelves by vain and groundleſs diſtinctions, 


hen conſcience and principle are at variance with 
intereſt 1 inclination. 


FABLE XILVII. 


The two Lizards. 


N two Lizards were baſking under a ſouth 
wall, How contemptible, ſaid one of them, 


is our condition! We exiſt, tis true, but thats 2 
all; for we hold no ſort of rank in the creation, 


* 


and are utterly unnoticed by the world. Curſed 


obſcurity ! Why was I not rather born a tag, to 
range at large, the pride and glory of ſome royal 


foreſt? It happened that in the midſt of theſe 


unjuſt murmurs, a pack of hounds was heard in 
full cry after the very creature he was enyying, 
who being quite ſpent with the chace, was torn 


in pieces by the dogs in ſight of our two Lizards. 
And 


* 
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And is this the 1 hoe place in the 
creation you withed/to' hold? ſaid the wiſer Li- 
zard to hit eee fiinbay Let his ſad fate 


teach you to bleſs providence for placing you in 
that umble which ſecures you from the 


ww" Amore amet, Tonk. 
* 4 'B L E- XIVIII. 
Jager Lottery. 


U PIT 1 R, in order to pleaſe mankind, di- 


reed Mercury to give notice chat he had eſta- 
bliſhed a Lottery, in which there were no blanks: 

and that, amongſt a variety of other valuable 
chances, Wiſdom was the higheſt prize. It was 
Jupiter's command, that in this Lottery, ſome of 
the gods ſhould alſo become adventurers. The 
tickets being diſpoſed of, and the wheels placed, 
was employed to preſide at the draw- 
ing. At happened that the beſt prize fell to Mi- 
nerva: upon which a general murmur ran thro' ' 
the aſſembly, and hints were thrown out, that 
Jupiter had uſed ſome unfair practices to ſecure - 
this defirable lot to his daughter. Jupiter, that. 
he might at once both puniſh and filence theſe im- 
pious clamours of the human race, preſented 
them with Folly in the place of Wiſdom; with 
which they went away perfectly well contented: 
and 


* 


. 
x 


* 
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and from that time the - greateſt Fools have always 
legked upon themſelves 2 the Wiſeſt Men. 


F A B L E XIIx. 
T he litigiout Cats oy 5 


T W O Cats having ſlolen ſome cheeſe, c could 
not agree about dividing the prize. In or- 
der therefore to ſettle the diſpute, they conſented 
to refer the matter to a Monkey. 'T he propoſed 
arbitrator, very teadily accepted the office, and 
producing a ballance, put a part into each ſcale, 
Let meſee—(ſaid he) ay this lump outweighs 
the other:” and immediately bit off a conſider- 
able piece in order to reduce it, he obſerved, to 
an equilibrium. The oppoſite ſcale was now be- 
come the heavieſt; which afforded our Fe 
entious judge an additional reaſon for a 
mouthful. Hold, hold, ſaid the two Catz. . 


1646 o 
141.8 


began to be alarmed for the event. give u 2 ö 


reſpective ſhares and we are ſatisfied. If you are 
ſatisfied, returned the Monkey, juſtice is not: a 
cauſe of this intricate nature is by no means /o 
foondetermined. Upon which he continued to _ 
ble firſt one piece and then the other, till the 

Cats ſeeing their cheeſe gradually dimini hs, 
intreated him to give himſelf no farther trouble, 


but deliver to them what remained. Not ſo * 


270 


» 


- 
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I beſeech 6 friend, ebe ts. Monkey; 
owe juſtice to e 24 Woll as to you: W 2 
remiaing ls tome in right of my office. Up- 
on crammed the whole into his mouth, 


and with great . * the court. 
L . E A 1 E 1 
l T tuo Dogs. 


y 


1 A8 TV and inconſiderate connexipns are 


generally attended with great Ahava, 
tages: and much of every Hh good as ill for- 


tune depends upon the 1 makes of his 


* - 


A good-natured Spaniel overtook a ſurly Mat 
til he was travelling upon the high road. 
Tray although an entire ſtranger to Tyger, very 
cini coſted him: And if it would be no in- 
terruption, he ſaid, he ſhould be glad to bear 
him company on his way. Tyger, who happened 
not to be altogether in ſo growling a mood as 
' WU _ vfual, accepted the propoſal: and they very ami- 
T1 BE ” purſued their journey together, tn the 
of their converſation, they arrived at the 
next village; where Tyger began to diſplay his A" 
malignant diſpoſition, by an unprovoked attack 
upon Oy dog he met, The villagers immedi- 
I 


ately / 
*%, * 
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| ately ſallied forth. 8 indignation to re. 
ſcue their reſpecf fayquricen; and falling upon 


our two friends, & ion or mercy. 
poor Tray was moſt cruelly. irgated, for no n | 


reaſon, but his bein{ghh0s # A ee 
ABL II ny 


Death and MY "OY V 


UPFEER ſent forth Death and Cupid to tra- 
vel the world, giving each of them a 


back. It was ordered by the ſupreme diſpoſer 
of all events, that the arrows of Love ſhould only 


wound the young, in order to ſupply the 28 


of mortal men; and thoſe of Death were to 
old age, and free the world of an uſeleſsthargs. 
Our travellers, being one day extremely fat | 
with their journey, reſted themſelves u the 
covert of a wood, and throwing down their ar- 


rows in a promiſcuous manner before them, they 


both fell faſt aſleep. They had not repoſed them- 
ſelves long, before they were awakened by a ſud- 


den noiſe; when haſtily gathering up theigarms, . 


each in the confuſion took by miſtake Jome of 


the darts that belonged to the other. By this 
means, it frequently happened that Death van- 


quiſhed the young, and Cupid ſubdued the old. 
Jupiter 


# 


„ *6 


bow mis hand, and a quiver of arrows at his # 
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Jupiter obſerved thee tel not think pro- 


per to redreſs it; fore ſtring that fore good might 
ariſe from their intyeky bexchange. And in fact, 
if men were wiſe, 2 would learn from this 0 
3 be appichenhve of death in their youth, 


and to guard . Ne amorous paſſions in their 
, * OS; a 2 


1 * 
*. * ”y 


FABLE 11. 
T he Mock-bird, 22 * (22 


HERE is a certain Bind in dle 0 OY TE "ON 
which has the faculty g mimicking the 1 

notes of every other ſongſter, without being able 
himſelf to add any original ſtrains to the concert. 
As one of theſe Mock-birds was diſplaying his 
talents of ridicule among the branches of à ve- 
ner ood: "Tis very well, ſaid a little War- 
bler, ſpeaking in the name of all the reſt, we 
grant You that our muſic is not without its faults: - 
but why will you not fayour us with, a ſtrain of 
your own? © + * 


Q 


pointed i0 cn 


imaginable. There was enow for 
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Jupiter, one day, enjoying ig telf er a bowl 
of nectar, and in a merry humour, determined 
make wanbinqd, preſent. Momus was ap- 
id them; who mounted on 
a rapid cat wal elently on earth. Come hi- 
ther, ſays he, ye happy mortals; great Jupiter 
has opened bor your benefit his all-gracious 
hands; 'Tis true, he made you ſome what ag 
ſighted, but to remedy that inconvenienę 
hold, how he has favoured you f ne?! Sane 
unlooſed his han) Hey | * 
number of Spectacles tumbled = 5 n 

icked up 175 the crowd with all ze eagerneſs 
, every man 
had his pair. But it was ſoon found that theſe 
Spectacles did not repreſent objects to all man- ws 
kind alike: for one pair was purple, anothęt blue; 
one was white, and another black: ſome; of the 
® glaſſes were red, ſome green, and ſome yellow, In 
ſhort, there were of all manner of colours, and 


every 
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every ſhade of colon „ notwithſtand- 

ing this diverſity, every man was charmed with 
his own,” as believing it the beſt; and enjoyed 
ran, all omen of truth, 


« 7 TY 


The Red-breaſt and Sparrow. 


- a Red -· breaſt was ſinging on a tree by the 
ſide of a rural cottage, a Sparrow perched - 
upon the thatch took occaſion thus to re- 
primand him. And doſt thou, ſaid he, with thy 
dull autumnal note preſume to emulate the Birds 
of Spring! Can thy weak warblings pretend to vie 
with the ſprightly accent of the Thruſh and the 
Blackbird? with the various melody of the Lark 
or Nightingale? Whom other birds, far thy ſupe- 
riori, have been long content to admire in ſilence. 
Judge with candour at leaſt, replied the Robin; 
nor impute thoſe efforts to ambition ſolely,” which 
may 
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Os 11 two Bees, 


O N a fine morning in May, two Bees ſet for- 
ward in queſt of honey; the one wiſe and 


temperate, the other careleſs and extravagant. 
They ſoon arrived at à garden enriched with 
matic herbs; the moſt fragrant flowers, a e 
moſt delicious fruits. They regaled themſelves 
for a time on the various dainties thatwere ſpread 
before them: the one loading his thigh at inter- 
vals with proviſions for the hive 'againſt the 
diſtant winter; the other, revelling in ſweets 
without regard to any thing but his preſent gra- 
tification, At lengththey faund a wide-mouthed 
phial, that hung beneath the bough of a peach- 


voled 


we, filled with honey ready tempered, and ex- 


* 
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ughtleſs ee ee e all his 

e . plugged 10 into the = 

ing to indylgernelFin all the pleaſu 

. The . on the other 

bo being ſuſpieiouz 

a OO 8 wot mts and flowers; wh 
by the moderation f his meals, he improved * 

reliſh forthe trag7enjoyment of them. In the 

evening, however, he called upon his friend, to 


reſ 
2 1 


enquire whether he would retwenilt6 the - 


but found him furfeited in eie atze he was 
as unable to leave, as to enjoy. loge in hie 
wings, enfeebled in his feet, and his whole 
frame totally enervated, he was but juſt able to 
bid his friend adieu, and to lament with his lateſt 

ath, that though a taſte of pleaſure might 
q\ n the reliſh of life, an unreſtrained indul- 
ee is inevitable deſtruction. 


- FABLE III. 
\ The Diamond and the Glow-worm, | 


Diamond happened to fall from the ſolitaire 
of a young lady, as ſhe was walking one 
evenlug on a terrace in the garden. A Glow 
worm who had beheld it foarkling in its deſeent. 
ſoon as the gloom of night had eclipſed its luſtre, 
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began to want an falt it. Att thou that 

3 t {that vaunteſt of ſuch prodigi- 
us brightneſs ? Where Mo is all thy boaſted 
brilliancy ? Alas, inevil . fortune thrown 
thee within the reach of rior blaze. 'Con- 
ceited infect, replied i thou oweſt thy 

- "feeble 9 to the darkneſs that ene 
thee: know, my luſtre bearg.the teſt of day a,j 
even derives its chief advantage from that diltine 
guiſhing light, which diſcovers thee to be no 


; __ than a dark and paltry Warm. 7 
Fd Nba, FABLE . 


of 5 * The Oftrich and the Pelican, 


* * E Oftrich one day met the Pelican, and 
| | obſerving her breaſt all bloody, Good 
ſays ſhe to her, what is the matter? Whatjanes: 

dent has befallen you? You certainly ven 

ſeized by ſome ſavage beaſt of prey, and he 

with dithculty eſcaped from his mercileſs claws, 

Do not be ſurpriſed, friend, replied the Pelican: 

no ſuch accident, nor indeed, any thing more 

than common, hath happened to me. I have 

only been engaged in my ordinary employment 

of ,tending my neſt, of feeding my dear little 

ones, and nouriſhing them with the vital blood 

* j from my boſom. Your anſwer, returned the Of- 
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trich, aſtoniſhes bre en the 5 — 
figure you make. WAA is this your pra 
ro — . own fe e pi your own block 
and to ſacrifice yo in this cruel manner to 
the important crayings, of your young ones? I 
know not whigh od, your miſery, or 
your folly. -' Be en by me ; have ſome W 
gard for Yourlalf and leave off this barbarous 
cuſtom of 'mangling your own body : as for your 
children, commit them to the care of providence, 


and make yourſelf quite eaſy 88 PT * 


example may be of uſe to YO 
upon the ground, and juſt coe Th 


over with ſand: if they have the — ue to E 1 
eſcape being cruſhed by the tread of man or beaſt, 1 1 
the warmth of the ſun broods upon, and hatches 
them; and in due time my young ones come 
foltth: I leave them to be nurſed by nature, and 
fo! by the elements; I give myſelf no trou- 
ble about them, and I neither know nor care 
what becomes of them, Unhappy wretch, ſays 
the Pelican, who art hardened againſt thy off. 
ſpring, and through want of natural affection 
rendereſt thy travail fruitleſs to thyſelf: ! who 
knoweſt not the ſweets of a parent's Wn we, 
the tender delight of a mother's ſufferings! It is 
not I, but. thou that art cruel to thy own fleſh, 
Thy inſenſibility may exempt thee from a tem- 
| Por 


2 
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porary inconyenienddjy/and an inconſiderable 


4 


ative to a moſt neceſſary duty, and incapable 


of reliſhing the pleaſure-that attends it: a plea- 


ſure, the moſt exquiſite that nature hath indulged 
to us; in which pain itſelf i allowed up and 
loſt, or only ſerves to b che en 


FABLE V. 
7. lie Hounds in Couples, 


by NT PR was leading forth his Hounds 
E one morning to the chaſe, and had linked 
| ſeveral of the young Dogs in Couples, to pre- 
vent their following every ſcent, and hunting 
diſorderly, as their own inclinations and fancy 
ſhould diret them. Among others, it was the 
fate of, Jowler and Vixen to be thus yok 
gether. Jowler and Vixen were both you 
unexperienced; but had for ſome time been - 
ſtant companions, and ſeemed to have enter- 
tained a great fondneſs for each other; they uſed 
to be perpetually playing together, and in any 
quarrel that happened, always took one another's 
part; it might have been expected therefore, that 
it would not be diſagreeable to them to be ſtill 
more cloſely united. However in fact it proved 
otherwiſe: they had not been long joined toge- 


ain; but at the fame imme it makes thee inat- 


. 1 7 ry 4 % a uu 
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ther before böth A obſerved to expreſs 
uneaſineſs At their ptelentſitnagion. Different 
inclinations and oppalite willSbegan to diſcover + 
and to exert heat one choſe to go this 
way, the other w ger to take the contrary; 
if one was preſſutigtongard, the other was ſure, 
to lag behind; Vixen pulled back Jowler, we 
Jowler dragged along Vixen, Jowler growled at 
Vixen, and Vixen ſnapped at Jowler: till at laſt 
it came to a downright quarrel between, them ; 
and Jowler treated Vixen in 288 
ungenerous manner, without 
inferiority of her ſtrength, or t ae fs 


her ſex. As they were thus contlpually vexing * 


and tormenting one another, an old Hound, who 
had obſerved all that paſſed, came up to them, 
andghus reproved them: What a couple of filly 
you are, to on rec worrying 

Mees at this rate! at hinders your go- 
ing on peaceably and quietly together? Cannot 
you compromiſe the matter between you, by 
each conſulting the other's inclination a little! 
at leaſt, try to make a virtue of neceſſity, and 
ſubmit to what you cannot remedy; you cannot 
get Po: the chains; but you may make them 
lit ealy upon you. I am an dd Dog, and let my 


age and experience inſtruct you: when I was in 
the ſame circumſtance with you, [ ſoon found, 


X | that: N 
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that thwartint x 1y compan hes is, was only torment- 
ing myſelf; andi yoke-fellow happily came in- 
to the ſame way of thinking We endeavoured 


to join in the ſame purſuits, and to follow one 
another's inclinations; | and o we jogged on to- 


gether, not only with eagle and quiet, but witk 


comfort and pleaſure. We found by experience, 

that mutual compliance not only compenſates for 5 
liberty, but is even attended with a ſatisfaction 
and delight, beyond what liberty itſelf can give,” 
I. E VI. 


9 "ee * 


x: 


: [ 9 * A” - 
4 4 4 * * "* { as 
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The Miſer and the Magpye. 


S a Miſer fate at his deſk, counting over his 
heaps of gold; a Magpye eloping from his 
cage, picked up a. guinea, and hopped ajjay 
with it. The Miſer, who never failed tog 
his money over a ſecond time, immediatel 
miſled the piece, and riſing up from his ſeat in 
the utmoſt conſternation, obſerved the felon 
hiding it in a crevice of the floor. And art thou, 
cried he, that worſt of thieves, who haſt robbed 
me of my gold, without the plea of neceſſity, 
and without regard to its proper uſe? But thy 
life ſhall attone for To prepoſterous a villany. 
Soft words, good maſter, quoth the Magpy. 
Have I then injured you, in any other ſenſe 


thafh, 


$ 


* 
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than you defraud te puble? Aud 


your money in the 
ſelf? If I Lauft doi "18 Wn for 
guinea, what do yah Ny. deſerve, who ſe- 
crete ſo mgpy hor ry 


Ts 


"Th cours F and the Ta ü. , 
A Thiſtle happened to ſpring up very near to ; 

a Senſitive Plant. The Shervin 
. 


the extreme baſhfulneſs and delicach 


ter, addreſſed her in the fo LOI 5 4 
Why are you fo modeſt and reſeryed, —— good * 
neighbour, as to withdraw your leaves at hbLe 38 


approach of ſtrangers? Why do you ſhrink as if 1 
you were afraid, from the touch of every hand? 
example e and advice from me: if I liked 
ir familiarity, I would make them keep 
theifWliſtance, nor ſhould any ſawcy finger pro- 
voke me unrevenged. Our tempers and quali- 
ties, replied the other, are widely different. I 
have neither the ahility nor inclination to give 
offence: you it ſeems are by no means deſtitute 
of either, My defire is to live peaceably in the 
ſtation wherein I am placed; and though my 
humility may now and then cauſe me a moment's 
uneafiheſs, it tends on the whole to preſerve my 
K nnn, | 
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tranquility, Nhe cale is otherwiſe with you, 
whoſe irritable temper, amd revengeful di ſpoſi- 
tion, will probably'one ke or other be the cauſe 
of your deſtruction, Mile they were thus ar- 


guing the point, the gardiner came with his 


little ſpaddle, in ordex tO Ughten the earth round 


*the ſtem of the Senſitive. Plant; but perceiving 


the Thiſtle, he thruſt: his infltument thro" the 
root of it, and directly tolled It out of his 9 2 * 


75 * Ty F. * L E VIII. 
8 ee "Fs Poo and the Death-watch. 
4 Tt a Poet late in his cloſet, feaſting his ima- 


gination on the hopes of fame and immor- 


. tality; he was ſtartled on a ſudden with the 
ominous ſound of a Death-watch. However, 


immediately recollecting himſelf— Vain . 


ſaid he, ceaſe thy impertinent forebodingl 
ficient indeed to frighten the weakneſs of 
or of children: but far beneath the notice of a 
Poet and a Philoſopher. As for me, whatever 
accident may threaten my life; my fame, ſpite 
of thy prognoſtics, ſhall live to future ages. May 
be ſo, replied the inſect, I find at leaſt, thou 
had'ſt rather liſten to the Moggot in thy head, 
than to the Worm beneath thy table; 1 


that 


4 
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ey as theſe of ſupe | * * 
0 * "| | * * $ 
s. Pytha, Þ "4 - | LS Critic. by "op 


— 7 one day very er 
neſtly engage i taking an exact meaſure 7 


of the 17 of whe” olympic courſe. One of 
thoſe conceited Critics, who aim at every thing, 
and are ready to interpoſe 8 
upon all ſubjects, happened W * 
could not help ſmiling to himſelf ig ſes e . 
loſopher ſo employed, and to oblerye what great i 
attention and pains he beſtowed upon ſuch a bu- bo P 
ſineſs. And pray, ſays he, accofting Pythago- 1 
15 ay I preſume to aſk, with what deſign 
Have given yourſelf this trouble? Of that, 
"epi the Philoſopher; TThall very readily in- 
form Hou. We are aſſured, that Hercules when 
he inſtituted the olympit games, himſelf laid 
out this courſe by meaſure, and determined it 
to the length of fix hundred feet, meaſuring it 
by the ſtandard of his own foot. Now by taking 
an exact meaſure of this ſpace, and ſeeing how 
much it exceeds the meaſure of the ſame number 
of ow in uſe, we can find how much the 


foot of Hercules, and in proportion his whole 
* K 2 ſtature, A, | 
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ſtature, a Wee preſent generation. 
A very cu N truly, ſays the Cri- 
tic, and of a ortance, no doubt! 
And ſo you will demon{Wateto us, that the bulk 
of this fabulous hege Was equal to his extraya- 


. gant enterpriſes and Marvelldus exploits. And 


pray Sir, what may be the reſult of your enquiry 


at laſt? I ſuppoſe, you g How tell me 


to a hair's breadth, how tall Hercules was. The 


reſult of my enquiry, replied the 


Me this}/ andit.is2.concluſion of greater uſe had - 


rtance; than you ſeem to expect from it; 

* that if you will always eſtimate the labours of 
the philoſopher, the deſigns of the patriot, and 
the actions of the hero, by the ſtandard of your 
own narrow conceptions, you will ever be greatly 
miſtaken in your Judgment concerning ants 


FABLE X. 


T he Bear. 702 

A Bear who was bred in the ſavage delarts of 
Siberia, had an inclination to ſee the world. 

He travelled from foreſt to foreſt, and from one 
kingdom to another, making many profound 
obſervations in his way, Among the reſt of his 


excurtions, he came by accident into a r's 
yard, where he ſaw a number of poul 


* 


* 


they could not, 


F- 
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: 


ing to driſłk by the N 2] 2. Obſerving 
that after every ſip t ke wp. their heads 
toward the ſky, he Fd net bear enquiring 
the reaſon of ſo pech eexemony. They told 
him, that it was by way abjteturning thanks to 
heaven for the baiztth g received; and was 
indeed an ancient and re] Igious cuſtom, which 


conſcience, or with- 


out impiety, omit. Here the Bear. burſt into a 
fit of laughter, at once mimicking their geſtures, 


and ridiculing their ſuperſtitipn,yingtheimed; 
contemptuous manner. On hy #Cock,'* 


with a ſpirit ſuitable to the boldgefs. of his cha; . 


racer, addreſſed him in the following words, 
As you are a ſtranger, Sir, you perhaps may be 
excuſed the indecency of this behaviour; yet 
by me leave to tell you, that none but a Bear 
idicule any religious ceremonies whatſo- 
7 the N of thoſe who believe them 
FA B L E XI. 
Tue Stork and the Crow, 
Stork and a Crow had once a ſtrong conten- 
tion, which of them ſtood higheſt in the 
vo of Jupiter. The Crow alledged his {kill 


in , his infallibility in prophecies, and 
K 3 his 


* 
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his great ets pricſts/ of that deity 1 in all 
their ſacrifices, and religious ceremonies. The 
Stork urged 440 bis blameteſs life, the caze he 
took to preſerve his offspring, and the aſſiſtance 
he lent his parents undet the infirmities of age. 
It happened, as it generally does in, religious 
"diſputes, that neither of them could confute the x 
other; ſo they both agreed to refer the deciſion 
to Jupiter himſelf. On theit joint 3 0 
the god determined thus between them. 
"thong of my creatures deſpair of my W 1 . 
Ko their weakneſs; I pity their errors; and 
4 whatever is well meant, 1 accept as it was in- 
tended. Yet ſacrifices or ceremonies are in them- 
ſelves of no importance, and every attempt to 
penetrate the counſels of the gods, is altogether 
as vain as it is preſumptuous : but he who pays 
to Jupiter a juſt honour and reverence, who leads 
the moſt temperate life, and who does-thg/thoſt 
good in proportion to his abilities; as He beſt 
anſwers the end of his creation, will aſſuredly 
ſtand higheſt in the favour of his creator. 


FABLE 


ORIGINAL FA Es. 135 
IE 


HE vain hear "+l of their own.ima- 


f Sination, and fanc em to be the voice 
of fame; 4 * 1 * 


10 bes "©. 

A EE up with vanity, fate re- 
peating her ſcreams at midnight, from the hollow _ 
of a blaſted oak. And whencg,, eryed ſhe, 
ceeds this awful ſilence, unleſs hetos Jay” 
ſuperior melody ? Surely the groves, Ae hufht“ * 
in expectation of my voice, and when I ling, all 
nature liſtens. An Echo reſounding from an 
adjacent rock, replied immediately, all nature 
liſtens.” The nightingale, reſumed ſhe, has 
uſurped the ſovereignty by night: her note indeed 
isWyſical, but mine is ſweeter far. The voice 
confiiftning her opinion, replied again, is 
ſweeter far.” Why then am I diffident, con- 
tinued ſhe, why do I fear to join the tuneful 
choir? The Echo till flattering her vanity re- 
peated, ** join the tuneful choir. Rouſed by this 
empty phantom of encouragement, ſhe on the 
morrow mingled her hootings with the harmony 
of ti groves. But the tuneful ſongſters, diſ- 
guſledd with her noiſe, and affronted by her im- 
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pudence, 1 dove her from their ſo- 
ciety, and fill continue to purſue her where- 


ever ſhe ape 7 48 * 
FAR, . xiun. 


- 
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| mall of the net 


from heaven. He endowed him with all the u- 


| ties that are to be found amongh the animal 
(ereations he 


ve him the courage of the lion, 
„the ſubtlety of the fox, the providence of the 


ant, and the induſtry of the bee; and he enabled 


him, by the ſuperiority of his underſtanding, to 
ſubdue them all, and to make them ſubſervient 
to his uſe and pleaſure. He diſcovered to him 
the metals hidden in the bowels of the earth, 
and ſhewed him their ſeveral uſes. He iniſtuſted 
him in every thing that might tend to cultivate 
and civilize human life: he taught him to till 
the ground, and to improve the fertility of na- 
ture; to build houſes, to cover himſelf with 
garments, and to defend himſelf againſt the in- 
clemencies of the air and the ſeaſons; to com- 
pound medicines of ſalutary herbs, to heal 
wounds, and to cure diſeaſes; to conſtruct ips, 
to croſs the ſeas, and to communicate to every 


n 
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country the riches oi} ine w ehe indued 


him with ſenſe "i Gong A ty and 

invention, with art 1 25 4 to crown ; 
all, he gave him an tint ane But; 95% 
2 5 latter gift, i F improving, wholly ** 


| ed the NN of all the former. 
2 d wich all He means and inſtruments * 
happineſs, man mgverfficleſs was miſerable, 
through the knowledge and dread of future evil, * 
he was incapable of enjoying preſent good. Pro- 
metheus ſay, and immediately reſolyed "a 8" 


medy this inconvenience ; e } 
„ by” — — „„ £ " 


man to a capacity of dere, wh 
him of preſcience, and giving him hopein its ſtead. * 


FABLE XIV. 1 


Momus, | 


518 ſaid that Momus yas perpetually blam- 
ing and ridiculing whatever he ſaw. Even 
the * of the gods themſelves could not eſcape 
his univerſal cenſure. The eyes of the bull, he 
ſaid, were ſo placed by Jupiter, that they could 
not direct his horns in puſhing at his enemies. 
The houſes which Minerva had inſtructed men 
to build, were contrived ſo very injudiciouſly, 
that they could not be removed from a bad neigh- 
bourlivod, nor from any other inconvenience, 
In 
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In ſhort, the- frame of man "himſelf was in his 
opinion extipniiel y deſdftivey having no window 
in his boſom, Mat wighz demonſtrate his ſince- 
rity, or betray hi wicked purpoſes and prevent 
their execution, Theſe and many other'faults 
were found in the productions of nature; bus, 
hen he ſurveyed the Works of art, there was. 
no end of his altercation, Jupiter, being 6. . 
ſolved to try how far his malice Would proceed, 

\ ſent his daughter Venus to deſire that he Would 


4 5 his opinion of her beauty. She appeared 


betqre the churliſh god, trembling 
at _ apprehenſion of his known ſeverity. He 


examined her proportions with all the rigour of 


an envious critic. But her ſhape and complexion 
were ſo ſtriking, and her {miles and graces ſo 
very engaging, that he found it impoſſible to- 
give the leaſt colour to any obje&ion he could 
make. Yet, to ſhew how hard malevglence Will 
ſtruggle for a cavil; as ſhe-was retiring from his 
preſence, he begged ſhe would acquaint her fa-- 
ther, that whatever graces might be in-her mo- 


tion, yet—her ſlippers were' too noiſy. 


4. 
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. F A B &ih I | 
The Butterfly - te Sui, aue. Bee. 


A Butterfly proudly; pexched on the gawdy 
leaves of a French maty gold, was rag 
the vaſt extent and variety of his travels. I h 
ranged, ſaid he, over the graceful and N 
ſcenes of * Hagley, and have feaſted my eyes with 
elegance and vatiety at + The Leaſowes, 1 haye | 
wandered through regions of Eglantige and 
ney-ſuckle, I have revelled in r * * 
Violets and cowſlips, and have enjoyed the de- 
licious fragrance of Roſes and Carnations. In 
ſhort, my fancy unbounded, and my flights un- 
reſtrained, I have viſited with perfect freedom 
all the flowers of the field or garden, and muſt 
be allowed to know the world, in a ſuperlative 


Kan, 


A Snail who ng: attentive to his wonders 
on a cabbage-leaf,” was ſtruck with admiration; 


and concluded him, from all this experience, to 
be the wiſeſt of animal creation. 


It happened that a Bee purſued her occupation 
on Sb bouring bed of marjoram, and having 
A 8 heard 
Lord Lyttelton's. + Mr. Shenſtone's. 


= 


5 haſt taſted of every amuſement; haſt Wenn 
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heard out ofteptati vagrant, reprimanded 
him in this! ner. „Vein. empty flutterer, 
ſaid ſhe, ee improve, nor 
experience ifelf enligbteg Thou haſt rambled 
over the world; wr — does thy knowledge 


of it conſiſt?ꝰ Thou halt ſeen yariety e 
at concluſions haſt thou drawn from them 


extracted any thing for ia too am A, traveller: 


= N 8 and look into my hive; and let my treaſures 


e to thee, that the end of travelling is, to 


| 7 coſleg Whale nale, either for the uſe aud emolu- 


ment of private life, or r for the nn of * *. 
* community. | 


FABLE XVI. 
The Tuberoſe and the Sun four, „ 


Tuberoſe in a bov- window on he Sg 

ſide of a ſtately villa, auen Sab lower „ 
which grew on a ſlope, that Was e ontigudus to 
the houſe, Pray, ſays he, hier Turnſole, 
to what purpoſe do you pay all this devotion to 
that fictitious deity of yours, the Sun? Why 
are you continually diſtorting your body, and 
caſting up your eyes to that glaring lumipary ? 
What ſuperſtition induces you to think, tlilatty 
flowers exiſt only through his influence 


» _- . 
* 


FS, 


to the diligence of Tee forour produc- .-. *, Py 


and refreſhing me? nor di I deſire ever to 
the face of that 8un you ſo vainly idolize, wh 
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you and ] are ſurel. W % be and * 


tion and ſupport. H e be reſerve 

my homage, together with my ſweets, for. that — 

benevolent maſter who isTontinually = 7 
A 


F can enjoy the cool thade of this magnificent ſa- 


loon. Truce.with't Por 4 Blaſphemies, replied the * 
Sun- flower: why thou revile that glo 


r K = 
being, — life and vi ol © 
to us, but to every part of: nt (Rs e 
out this, alas ! how ineffectual were the {kill ang 

vigilance of thy boaſted maſter, either to ſup- 5 + 
port thy tender frame, or even to preſerve his 
own ! But this muſt ever be the caſe with ſuch 
contract underſtandings : ſufficient, indeed, to 
point qutourmore immediate benefactors, with- 
out regarding the original ſource, from which 


=o 
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FAB L E XVII. 


T he Mazhye and the Raven. 


'T HERE was a certain Magpye, more buſy 
Ind more loquacious than any of his tribe. 
ue was in perpetual motion, and him- 
Minually upon the wing; fluttering from 
| place 
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ns, place to place and very ſeldom appearing twice 
"I. together i in che ſame company 

or ASS 46 
182 you Taw him with a flock of pi- 

geons, plundering æ field of new ſown corn 
anon, perched upon i cherry tree with aparcel6f- 
tom-tits: the next moment; you would be ſur⸗ 
priſed to find the ſame inlivi | ed 
* with a ns of crows, and ſifting Pon: or" 


As. took ge day me bib head te bin an . 2 
* | Raben N ed reced among the branches ok 
. a venerable oak; and there, at the foot of a lonely | 
mountain, had paſſed near half a century. 


* 


I admire, ſaid the prating bird, your moſt ro- 
mantic ſituation, and the wildneſs of theſe rocks 4 
and precipices around you: I am abſolutely tran- 
ſported with the murmur of that water-fall: me- 1 
thinks it diffuſes a tranquility, ſurpaſſing all the 8 
joys of publick life. What am agreeable ſeque- 
ſtration from worldly buſtle and impertinence! 
what an opportunity of cbntemplating the di- 
vine beauties of nature! I ſhall moſt certainly, 
quit the gaieties of town, and for the ſake of 
theſe rural ſcenes, and my good friend's gggver- 
ſation, paſs the remainder of my days 
ſolitude he has choſen. 


MR Mm Om * 1 *» a. 1 «a 


r 


{elf to the world by univerſal complaiſance 
whereas my CO happineſs conſiſts in eaſe 


11 Be at all 


Well, Sir, ceplibs nag 10 g 
times glad to receive vou in N d- faſnioned 
way; but you and 1 2 prove moſt 
unſuitable companion. Yue hole ambition 
is to ſhine in-company,” and, to recommend] ur- 


privacy, and the ſelect converſation of a es 


2 I prefer a good heart to the 


moſt yoluble tongue ; and much obliged . 
to you for the politeneſs of your profeſſions, 
I ſee your benevolence divided among 16+ 
rous an acquaintance," that à very ſlender ſhare of 
it can remain for thoſe you are pleaſed to ho- - 
nour with the name of friend. 


alk ABLE... XVUL 
- The Diamond and the Loadſtone. 


A Diamondof greatbeauty and luſtre, obſery- 


ing, not vols many other gems of a lower 
claſs ranged together with him in the ſame ca- 
binet, but a Loadſtone likewiſe placed not far 
from him; began to queſtion the latter how he 
came there; and what pretenſions he had to be 
rankeg among the precious ſtones : he, who ap- 
peaj p be no better than a mere flint; a ſorry, 
duſty-looking pebble; without any the 
| leaſt 


* 
* . 
4 4 


„ 


| | ry that others ſhould form their judgment 


- 


ay Le. 
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lealt th ſhinjng guality.c0 Wn him to ſuch an 


. honour: and chaine with deſiring him to 
keep his diftani 


{and pay a proper reſpect to 
his ſuperigrs. Ind, fai the Loadſtone, you 
judgf by externd appearances ; andd it is your 


y the ſame rule. Juſt o bave nothing (o » 
boaſt of in that eie but 1 may venture 
ſay, that I make amend&formy outward defedls, 
by my inward qualities. The great improvement 


ot navigation in theſe latter ages iy.intirely owing 


to me. It is owing to de, that the diſtant parts 
of the world are -known+:and acceſſible to each 
other; that the remoteſt nations are connected 
together, and all in a manner united into one 
common ſociety; that by a mutual intercourſe 
they relieve one another's wants, and all enjoy 
the ſeveral bleſſings peculiar to tack; Great 
Britain is indebted to me for her wealth, her 
ſplendour, and her power; and the arts and ſci | 
ences are in a great meaſure obliged to me for 
their late improvements, and their continual in- 
creaſe. I am willing to allow you your due 
praiſe in its full extent; you are a very pretty 
bawble; I am r delighted to ſee you 
glitter and ſparkle; I look upon you with plea- 
ſure and ſurpriſe: but I muſt be convingg@fhat 

you are of ſome ſort of uſe, before I ® 


* 
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ledge that you ©. 
with that reren to roman” | 


e 7447 . Deer 
be F A LoF R. 
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jt LinleBoy play ing in the fields, chanced to 
be ſtung by a Nee, and came crying to 
his father he told bi ie bad been hurt by 
that naſty weed ſeveral tinies before; that he was 
always» afraid of itt that now he did but 
juſt touch it, as gn poſſible, When he 
was ſo ſeverely hid, ſaid he, your 
touching it ſo gently and timorouſly is the very 
reaſon of its hurting you. A Nettle may be 
handled ſafely, if you do it with courage and 
reſolution: if you ſeize it boldly, and gripe it 
faſt, be aſſured it will never ſting you; and you 
will meet with many ſorts of perſons, as well as 
things'1 in the world, which ought to be treated 


in che very ſame manner. 0 
yo rata FABLE XX. 
The Monſter in the Sun. 


N Aſtronomer was obſerving the Sun thro' 
eeleſcope, in order to take an exact draught 


| „ere 5 ſpots, which appear upon the face 


I. of 


anon] eſis trout you 


. 


the 2 of t 
Monſter of enormous f ad horrible form 
6 aan 
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of 15 While he Was his obſerva- 


tions, he was en ſudden ſupriſed with a new 
and aſtoniſhi ee large portion of 
Sun ie once covered by a 


had an immenſe pair Mage, & great n 


of legs, and a long ani t proboſcis; and that 
rent, from ita quick 


it was alive, was very apparent, 
and violent motions, Mich the obſeryer could,” 
from time to time. y perceive. Being fare 
of the fact, (for how gould be be'millaken+in 
what he ſaw ſo clearly gur Philoſopher began 
to draw many f & conclufions from pr: 
miſes ſo well eſtabliſhed. Ie calculated the mag 
nitude of this extraordinary animal; and found 
that he covered about two ſquare degrees of the 


Sun's ſurface; that placed upon the earth he 
would ſpread over half one hemeſphiere of it; and +» 


that he was ſeven or eight times as big as the 
moon. But what was moſt aſtoniſhing, Was the 


prodigious heat that he muſt endure it was 


plain that he was ſomething of the nature of the 
ſalamander, but of a far more hery temperament; 
for it was demoſtrable from the cleareſt princi- 
ples, that in his preſent ſituation he muſt have 
acquired a degree of heat two thouſand times ex- 
ceeding that of red-hot iron. It was a Problem 
worth conſidering, whether he — 


* 
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the groſs vapours obthe- Subd aid. fo from time 
to time cleared away tha which they are 
perpetually forming, . which whuld otherwiſe 


wholly obſcure and ineruſtate . or whether 
N nat fred on g ſolid ſubſtance of the 
itſelf, which dy 4hls.means, together with 
the conſtant expenge' of Acht, muſt ſoon be ex · 
hauſted and conſumedygr/whether he was not 
now and then ſupplied: by. th falling of ſome 
eccentric Comet into the. s „However this 
might. be, he found by; ben, that the 
earth would be but r allowance for lim for 
a few months; and farther, it was no improba- 
ble conjecture, that as the earth was deſtined to 
be deſtroyed by fire, this fiery flying Monſter 
would remove hither at the appointed time, and 
might much more eaſily and conveniently effect 
a — than any other Comet, hither- 
to provided for-that ſervice. In the earneſt pur- 
ſuit of theſe, and many the like deep and cu- 
rious ſpecula tions, the Aſtronomer was engaged, 
and Was preparing to communicate them to the 
public. In the mean time, the diſcovery began 
to be much talked of; all the virtuoſi gathered to- 
gether to ſee ſo ſtrange a fight. They were equally 
convinced oſ the accuracy of the obſervation, and 
of cluſions ſo clearly deduced from it. At 


laſt, were cautious than the reſt, was re · 
Ly ſolved, 


* 
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ſolved, before the gfe ® un deen. to the report 
of his ſenſes the whole proceſs of 
the affair, an "al the parts of the inſtruments 
he opened the Teleſcope, and behold! a ſmall 
Fly was incloſed in it, Which having ſc 
the center of the objed-glaſs, Rad given 00+. 
Bon to all this may n. ee -. 


A 1 > "i TE 
(2205 og 7 N 


How ofidil 40 Wt rk ee and pal. 
bon, thro envy parry eee 
eſt and moſt exalted charatets, the greſteſt and 
moſt improbable imputations.” It /behoves us 
upon ſuch occaſions to be u pon our guard, and 
to ſuſpend our jodgeate;') the fault perhaps 
is not in the ee but in the _ of the ob- 


ſeryer. 
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The diſcontented Bets; | | 


A Bee complained to aan e 
evils to which her condition was . 
Her body, ſhe ſaid, was weak and fſeeble, yet 
was ſhe condemned to get her living by perpe- 
tual toil; ſhe was benumbed by the cold of win« 
ter, and relaxed by the heat of ſummer, Her 
haunts were infeſted with poiſonous weeds and 
her flights obſtructed by ons and- 2 In 

ort, 


* 
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ſhort, what with dangers Porte? out, and dif- 
eaſes from withi, her le Was! red one con- 
tinual ſcene of anxiet and wretchedneſs. Behold 
now, ſaid Jupitet? Ie f\ardneſs and folly of 
this wthankful.mceF The flowers. of the field ! 
have ſpread baſdre:them/as a feaſt, and haye en- 
deavouted to:regalethetayith an endleſs variety. 
They nate revel an odariferous beds of thyme 
and lavender and now n the ſtill more frag- 
tant banks of vie androſes. The bufineſs they 
complain aft is thegxtiagtion of honey; and, to 
alleviate their tei, have allowed them wings, 
which| readily wanſport them from one banquet 
to another. Storms, tempeſts, and noxious 
weeds, I have given them ſagacity to ſhun; and 
if ever they are _ 'tis thro' the preverſeneſs 
of their intfikations. But thus it is with Bees, 
and thus with Men: "as miſconſtrue the bene- 
volence of my defigns. and then complain that 
e 7s rigid: they ungratefully overlogk 
he advantages, and magnify all the incon- 
venlenees of their ſtation, But let my creatures 
purſue their happineſs, thro' the paths marked 
out by nature; and they will then feel no pains, 
which they have not pleaſures ta compenſate. 
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The Sie Shot, „ 


A a ſportſman ranged the belds with his gas; 
attended by an experienced old Spaniel, he... 

happened to rh by a Saipe; und almoſt ache. 

fame inſtant, a cove i Fartridges-. 
at the accident, and divided in his aim, he let 
fly too indeterminatelj and by this means miſſed 

them both, Ah, my good Maſter, ſaid-the Spa- : 
niel, you ſhould never Rave two aims at once. 
Had you not been dazzled and feduced by the 
extravagant hope of Partridge, you would moſt 
Probably have ſecured your 1 1 ov 


T he Ha a his Hos. 


A Beggar and his Dog ſate at — of a 
noble Courtier, and were preparing to make 
a meal on a bowl of fragments from the Kitchens 
maid. A poor Dependant of his Lordſhip's, who 
had been ſharing the ſingular favour of a dinner 
at the ſteward's table, was ſtruck with their 2 
pearance, and ſtopped a little to obſerve, 
The Beggar, hungry and voracious as an Vour- 


tier in Chriſtendom, ſeized with greedinefs the 
choiceſt 


* 
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choiceſt morſels, aud P himfelf; 
the reſidue was divided: tions for 
children. A — one pocket 205 
honeſt Jack, a cruſtſinto another for baſkful Tom; 
cheon of cherſe was wrapt up with care 
the little favourite of his hopeful family. + In 
ſhort; af any thing. was thrown'to the Dog, it 
Was a dens ſo cloſely picked. that it ſcarce af+ 
forded a pittance to 125 Be and foul together. 
How exactlyslike, ſaid the Dependant, i is thispoor 
Dog's caſe and mine! He is watching for a dinner 
from a Maſter who Gann6t ſpare it; I for a place 
from a needysEofd, whoſe wants perhaps a 
greater than my own; and whoſe. relations, move. 
clamorous than any of this Beggar's brats. 
Shrewdly was it ſaid by an ingeniom Writer, 


a Courtier e Dependant 1 io A 7 70 5 OP” 
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16 1619 2143 I Ls 
we oat f den and the Vapour. DSi Ormag 
F' Nithe' evening of a fummer's "vie Sun 
deſcendedi behind the weſtern hills, hebehelf 


a thick and unwholeſome Vapour extending itſelf 
over the whole face ofthe vallies. Every ſhrub anal 
flower immediately folded up its leaves, 

and hunk from the touch of this deteſted enemy. 
WelFhaft thou choſen, ſaid the God of day, 
L4 this 


. 
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this the hout᷑ my; departure. to ſpread thy 
peſtilential influence; and taint the beauties of 


the creation. Enjoy for a ſhort ſpace the notable 
triumphs of thy malignity. I ſhall return * — 
with che morning, repair thy miſchie fs, and 

an end to thy exiſtence. May the Slander 
thy fate diſcern his own; an be 9 18 to 0 . 
the return of the Tut n 
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1 N the moſt early tate of things, and among 
the eldeſt of beings, exiſted that God; as the 

entitle him, or rather that Dæmon, as Plato 
calls him, whoſe name is Love. He Was, aſſiſt- 
ing to the father of the Gods in reducing Chaos 
into order, in eſtabliſhing the harmon of the uni- 
verſe, and in regulating and puttiig "kia Al execution 
the laws, by which the operation. of mature are 
performed. and the frame of the world ſubſiſts. 
Univetſal good ſeemed to be his only ſtudy/ a 
he was the ſupreme delight both of Gods 
men. Rut in proceſs of time, among other dif- 
orders that aroſe in the! univerſe, it appeared, 
that Love began to deviate very often tom what 
had ſeemed, till now, to be his chief purſyit ihe 
5 5 raiſe frequent diſturbances and confuſion 
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in the courſe of nature; Hough Was I 
undder the pretenct e 
agreement. It ſeems he had 


ered: into/a very 


intimate acquaintance with perſon, who had 


but, lately made her appearance in the world. 
This perſan Was Folly, the daughter of Pride 


and iIgnorance. Ihey were often together; -and, 
as often as they Were ſome mniſchief was ſure to 
be the conſequknce⸗ A gegrees he introduced 
her into the heawens Mere it was their great 
joy /by.yaribusartificesits\ lead the Gods into 
fuch meaſures, as involxed them in many i incon- 
veniences, and expoſed them to much ridicule: 
They deluded them all in their turns, except 
Minerva, Ihe .6nly * that eſdaped their 
wiles. Even Jari zin mſelf was induced by 
P 


them to take ſome ſteps not at all ſuitable to the 
dignity of chis character Folly had gottenſ the 
intire aſcendant over her companion; however, 
he Was reſolved to make ſtill more ſure of him, 
and engroſs him holy to herſelf: with this de- 
ſign ſhe infuſed a certain intoxicating juice into 
his neQar, the effects of which were ſo powerful, 
that in the end it utterly deprived him of his 
fight. . Love was too much prejudiced in her fa- 
_ © happrehend her to be the cauſe of his 
tune; nor indeed did he ſeem to be in the 

leaſt enſible of his condition. But his mother 
1 Venus 


g order! and 1 
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Venus ſoon gung oute gd 
her grief and tage carried h 
- - piter, conjuringib Þ 
ad blinded her ſon, Jupiter, willing to clear 
the heavens of ſuch troubleſomepompany, called 
both parties before him, ani Hquired into their 
conduct. after a full hearing, he determined, | 
that Folly ſhould make ſome fort. of reparation. | 
for the injury done ta hoe; and heing reſolved. 
to puniſh both for the many imegularities which 
they had lately introduced} he condemned Love 


to wander about the earth, and e Mt 
TO (11S 12551 ie 4 . | 


F AB LE. XVI. 
| The Keil. 2 


Os: day when the Moon, * der an « 
Eclipſe, ſhe complained thus to the Sun of 
the diſcontinuance of his favours. My deateſt 
friend, ſaid ſhe, why do you not ſhine upon me 
as you uſed to do? Do , not ſhine upon thee? 
ſaid the Sun; Jam very ſure that I intend it. 
no, replies the Moon, but I now perceive the 
reaſon. I ſee that ty —.— the 3 is. 
got between us. C I 


1 | {4 | uf S048. gp 
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22 world h 
—_— be. more diffuſiye Were i not for their 
miſchievous e who” \ du frequently 


ſuffered to interpoſe. | 
ANI EE XxVI. : 
20 Fly and the bur. 10 40 1 


enn 


Boy, greatly: Imitten with the W of a a 

— purſued it from flower to flower 
with-inclefaiigable natgs {- Firſt he aimed to ſur · 
priſe it among the — 2 roſe; then to c0+ 
ver it with his hat, as it wat feeding on a daiſy; 
now hoped top fecure it, as it reſted on a ſprig of 
myrtle; and now grew ſure of his prize, per- 
ceiving it loiter on a bed of violets. But the 
hickle Fly, continually changing one bloſſom 
for another, till cluded his attempts. At length, 
obſerving it half buried in the cup of a tulip, he 
ruſhed forward, and fnatching it with violence, 
cruſhed: it all to pieces. The dying inſect, ſeeing 
the poor Boy ſomewhat — at his diſap- 
addreſſed him with all the calmneſs 
of a ſtoic, in the following manner.—Behold, 
now the end of thy unprofitable ſollicitude ! and 
learn, "for the benefit of thy future life, that all 
pleaſure is but a painted Butterfly : which, al 


though it may ſerve to amuſe thee in the pur- 
ſuit, 


* 
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S ſome .w rkmen were di in 1 marble ima 
A n Scythia; eee Toad” 
of an enormous fize in:thiemuditiofa; ſolid * 4 


They were very much Jarpriſedatis.uncom 
ara ppearance; and the mare they gonſidered the 
circumitancesvbf! it, | the Mmote, their wonder in 
created: It as hard to-conceive;by what means 
this iceature hadi preſerved life anf qeckived 
nouriſhment in ſo natrow a priſon; and ſtill 
more i fficuli to account for his birth and ex- 
iſteno a ꝓlace fo totally; inacceſſible to all t 
his gp cis. They could conclue n ther? 
than that he was formed togetliur Mt tlie rock 
im whach he had been bred, and n eoevdlwith 
theſe fpecntations,: tle Toad: fate Swelling and 
andfelf:mportance ;:to which at laſt he thus gave 
vent: Ves. i ſays he, you behold in me a ſpect- 
men of the Antediluvian race of animal,” I was 
begotten befdte the flood; and who is there 
among the preſent upſtart race of mortals; that 

ay ſhall 
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mall dare to conte with mr hobility of birth, 
or dignity of character? Aemeron, ſprung 
that morning from the river Hypanis, as he was 
flying about from place to place, chanced to be 
n and obſerved all that paſſed with great 
Aktention and'curiotity. Vain boaſter, ſays he, 
What foundation haſt thou for pride, either in 
_ thy deſcent; merely becauſe it is ancient, or thy 
life, becauſe it hath beenlong? What good quali- 
ties haſt thou receĩved from thy anceſtors? Inſig- 
niſicant even to thyſelſʒ as well as uſeleſs to others. 
thou art almoſtas inſeniſible as the block in which 
thou waſt hred. EVen I, that had my birth only 
from the ſcum of the neighbouring river, at the 
riſing of this day's ſun, and who ſhall die at its 
ſetting, have more reaſon to applaud my condi- 
tion, than thou haſt to be proud af thine. Lhave 
enjoyed the warmth of the ſun, the light of the 
day, and the puxity of the air: I have flowvn from 
ſtream to ſtream, from tree to tree, and from the 
plain to the mountain: I have provided for poſ- 
terity, and ſhall leave behind me a numerous 
offspring to people the next age of to-morrow: 
in ſhort, I have fulfilled all the ends of my be- 
ing, and I have been happy. My whole life, 
"tis trüb, is but of twelve hours: but even one 
hour of it is to be preferred to a thouſand years 


of 
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of mere exiſtence which bad been ſpent, like 
* thine, in ſloth, ignorance, Py: | 


FABLE XXIX. 


* The Pace, * 


2 Peacock, who at fiſt was —— * 

only by a creſt of feathers; pts ferted a peti- 
tion to rc that he might be honoured 4 
with a train. As the bird Wass particular favours 
ite, Juno readily enough aſſented and his train 

Vas ordered to ſurpaſs that'oþ,every fowl in the 
creation. The Minion, conſcious af his ſuperb 
appearance, thought it requiſite to affume a pro- 
portionable dignity of gait. and manners, The 
common poultry of the farm-yard were quite 
aſtoniſhed at his magnificence; and even the. 
pheaſants themſelves, beheld him With an eye 
of envy.— But when he attemptedito fly, he per- 
ceived himſelf to have ſacriſiced all his afiuiiy to 
oftentation; and that he was encumbered by hy” 
pomp in which he placed his glory. 514 
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FABLE . 
The Fly in St. Paul's Cupola. 


wastrawling leiſurely up one of the 
columns of St. Paul's Cupola, ſhe often 
ey ſurveyed; examined, and at laſt broke 
forth into the ing exclamation. Strange! 
that any one who pretended to be an artiſt, ſhould 
ever leave ſo ſupetb a ſtructure, with ſo many 
roughneſſes unpoliſhed! Ah, my friend ! ſaid a 
very learned architect, who hung in his web under 
one of the capitals, you ſhould never decide of 
things beyond the extent of your capacity. This 
lofty building was not erected for ſuch diminu- 
tive animals as you or I; but for a certain ſort 
of creatures, ho are at leaſt ten thouſand times 
as large: to their eyes, it is very poſſible, theſe 
columns may ſeem as ſmooth, as to you appear 
the wings of your favourite Miſtreſs. 


FABLE XXXI. 
The Elm: tree and the Vine. 


A* extravagant young Vine, vainly ambitious 
of — and fond of rambling at 
large, deſpiſed the alliance of a ſtately Elm that 


grew near, and courted her embraces, Having“ 
riſen 


alp ay but the duſky verdure of its leaves. 


42.) 
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riſen to ſome. ſmall heighfWhour any kind of 


ſupport, ſhe ſhot forth her flimiſey branches to a 
very uncommon. and ſuperfluous length; calling 


on, her neighbour to take notice how little ſhe 
wanted his aſſiſtance. P tuate 
replied the Elm, how inconſ thy conduit 
Would'ſ thou be truly independent, thou boil: , 
carefully apply thoſe juices'tothe enlargement of 
thy ſtem, which thou laviſheſſ in Vain upon unne 
ceſſary foliage. I ſhortly ſhallbehold thee grove. 
ling on the ground; yet countenanced, indeed. 
by many of the human rate, Who, intoxicated 
with vanity, have deſpiſed ceegngmy ;- and who, 
to ſupport for a moment their empty boaſt of in- 
dependence, have exhauſted: Cy ſource of! it 
in frivolous erpences. 


FABLE «iis. 
The Lauryſtinus and the 172 1 


"T1 


I N the quarters of a ſurubbery. where decidu- 
ous plants and ever-greens were intermingled 
with an alr of negligence, It happened that 4 
Roſe grew not far from a Lauruſtinus, The Roſs, 
enlivened by the breath of June, and attired in 
all its gorgeous bloſſoms, looked withmuch — 
tempt on the Lauruſtinus who had nothin 


bu 
a 
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a vretelled neighbourhoo ed ſhe, is this! 
and how Morth to "aire e the honour of m 
company ! Better to bloom and die in the de- 
fert, than — otiate myſelf here with fluch low 
| tables. And is this my lot at! 
Ko — 26590, -has agreed to honour, and 
every. iPoW.;confpired to reverence, as the un- 
doubted {foyeraigniof the field and garden 2 df 1 
really am ſ6;-1et my ſubjects. at leaſt, keep their 
diſtance, /and:; letaitircle remain vacant' round 
me ſuitable to the ſtate my rank requires. Here, 
Gardiner, bring a hatchet; prithee cut down | 
this Lauruſtigus; or at leaſt remove it to its pro- 
per ſphere. Be paciſied my lovely Roſe, re- 
plied. the Gardiner; enjoy thy ſougreignty. with 
moderation, and thou ſhalt receive all the ho- 
mage Which thy beauty can require. But remem- 
ber that in Winter, when neither thou nor any 
of thy, tribe 2 one flower or leaf to chear 
me, this faithful, cub, which thou deſpiſeſt, 
will. become the glory of my garden. Prudence 
therefore, as well as gratitude, is concerned, In 
the protection of a friend, that will ſhew bis 
FrimdAip in adverſity jn ls 


| * 
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n Senſitive Plant and the "MP * 


HE Senſitive Plant being ame 
the greenhouſe on a fine robe day, and 
placed in a beautiful 


gan to give himſelf great” airs," and to treat all 
that were about him with much petulance and 
diſdain, Lord ! ſays ſhe, how could the'Gar- 
diner think of ning men 4 339 
groſs, inanimate thin cyan 9 an 
perfect ſocks ! Sure he does not take ms for a 
common plant, when he knows, that T have the 
ſenſe of feeling in a more exquiſite degree than 
he has himſelf, It really ſhocks me to ſee into 
what wretched low company he has introduced 
me: tis more than the delicacy of my conſtity- 
tion, and the extreme tenderneſs of my nerves, 


can bear, Pray, Mrs, Acacia, ſtand a little far- 
ther off, and don't perſume quite ſo much upon 


your idle pretence of being my couſin; Good 
Mr, Citron, keep your diftance, I beſeech you; 


Friend 


our ſtrong ſcent quite overpowers 


alm-tree, your offenſive ſhade is really more 


an I am able to ſupport. The lofty Palm-tree, 


' litsle moved oy ſo unmannerly an attack, 
condeſcended 


grove, «dbrne® with the" 
fineſt foreſt trees and the moſt curious plants; de. 


>, Tk 


o E 3 

condeſcetided to rebuke rfvimpertinent creature 
in the Pong tmanner,'' Thou vege 
ble? to know thyſelf, and thy on worth · 
leſſne "a d inſignificancy Tho valueſt thyſelf 
on Vitious f eſs, a 2 delicacy, the very 
defect and inhegility of thy nature, What art 
thou good for, — ſhrinkeſt at a touch, and 
droopeſt at a breath/ of air; feeble and barren, 
1 al torment 'to'thyſelf, and wholly uſe- 
leſs to others, Whereat we, whom thou treat- 
eſt with fach- diſdain; make « grateful return to 
min for his care of un forme of us yield him fruit; 
rs are ſefyiepable to him by their firength 
we firmneſs pi ſhade him from the heat of the 
ſun, and we defend him from the violence of the 
winds, I am particularly diſtinguiſhed for my 
hardineſs and perſeverance,” my ſteadineſs and 
conſtancy: fa on account of thoſe very quali- 
ties which thou wanteſt and affeteſt to deſpiſe, 
have the honour to be made the emblem of con- 
queſt, and the reward of the Conqueror, 


F A B L E xxxIV. 
TI Tendyrites and dhe Jehneumons.. 


A Critodile of prodigious fize; and uncom- | 
mon fierceneſs, infeſted the banks of the 


Nile, and ſpread deſolation through all the nei 
M 2 bouring 


table frib- 15 — ' 
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bouring countryy ile. ſoiged. the | hepherd,.tor 
+, gether with the ſheep, and devoured the herdſman 
7 ceſs, 

e ap- 


4 AS, well, as, the cattle. | \Emboldeped 
and thajtemar which prevailed. her 


peaxeq he — carry ur en 
Fe lang gf Teptyra, . e * 


ple, who hog themlelyes che only mers of hir 


race. Ihe Teatyritzs,,themlelyes were neh 


wich, horror, at the appearancerof; a monſter. 10 


much more textible than theytbad ever ſeen he · 
fore: even, the, boldeſh at, them gared, not to at- 
tack him open and the maſt experienced long 
engdeavpured: with, all theix, Se addreſs to 
ſurprilg, him, hut in vain. „ Afthey, were con- 
ſulting, together, Mhat they ſhayld do in theſe 
circumlignges,. an Ichneumon ſtepped forth, and 
thus addreſſed them. I perceive your deftreſs, 
_ neighbours: and tho; Lcanngt alliſt you. in the 
preſent, difficulty. yet. gin me leave to offer you 
ſome advice that may be of uſe to you for the 
future. Alittle, prudenge i is worth all your art 
and your courage: it may be glorious to over- 


come a git at evil. but the Wife waylis to pre- 


vent it. You deſpiſe the Crocodile while he is 


ſmall and weak; And do not ſulficiently conhder, 


that, as he is a. long: lived animal, ſp is wy 

culiar property. to grow1as long as he lives, You 
tee, I am a poor, * Fable creature; yet am 4 

muc 
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much more tefrible lo the Ctcsellile and more 
uſeful to the country, t ybu rare. attack 
him inithe egg wand 'White 'kre''contrivin; 
for mg nichr "ew er) hot ib get he detter 
one Act all w'hd'pinpefe; I effectu- 
ally ee er lenden , Gn ch ASL 
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| A! Tip wit) 1644 RIH Dp Pened Pee bent 
r e ee Wore ho 

indeed entre ten uſffül; vet the Raft — 
aged cbnlfüstefll) Obe AN Agua Ware Of 
che gardine 2ferition! KNHAHHjṽufed. Agi truth 
de "bf he Aeon tear 1e MH He 
appeared, in the 896 the Tufipꝰte be wha 9 
kiſung and careing ite The end y cid je 
of rival beautlel cure not caſtly the go 


The Tulip, vain of its external charms, and un- | 


able 0 babe, Hütöf beihg Fo Fo 's 


anbther remduſtrated mes gin the 


Galuitiers reid y Why £76 9 BEARHes this 


Hegleted? Ars cht my" ce, hore” Briphn, 
more Vatggyts; and more ivithig, thaw arly wich 
that'ted- 
is e to/Gigrols your whole affect a 
for ever to be Preferred - Be not einde 
191891 (7 M 3 


ed Ting! hl te dif}? WHY then _ 
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my fairTulip, ſaid the Gardihes, L acknowledge 
thy beautics, and admire them aus they deſerve, 
But there are found in my favourite Roſe ſuch 
attractive odours, ſuch, inte barns, that 1 
enjoy a banquet in their free,” 
mere beauty can pretend to kae, 


FABLE KXXXVI. 


The Woodcock and. the Mallard. - 


A Wooded and a Mals here feeding wo- 
gether in ſome marſu grund at the tai 
a mill-pond. Lard. FA th ſqueajuiſh Woodcock; 
in what a voracious and beaſſſj manner do yon 
devour all that comes hefore you Neither mall, 
frog. toad, nor any king. of filth, can eſcape the 
fury of your enormous appetite. Al alike goes 
down, without meaſure and without ax 
en e vice %, 111650 Ae 
151 17 T 0 1167 Wo $720 1 T 
Good. lack! Replied, the, Millard, 88 how 
came,you to be my accuſer? And hence] has 
your exceſſive delicacy 4 right cocenſure my plain 
eating ? Is it a crime to ſatisfy, one's hunger? Qr 
is it not indeed a Virtue rather, to be d with 
the food which nature offers us ? Sure y 1 would 
1 charged with gluttony, than vith that 
nical and ſickly appetite, on which you are 
| pleaſed 


50 70 
A. 
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pleaſed to, ground your riority of ater 
What yi ies ee us bye ene © 


| Thyffendeayguring to. 'palliate their 4 
| ur Eicures, parted ith a mutual con- 
tempt. The Mallard haſting to devour ſome gar- 
bage, which was in reality a bait, immediately 
gorged an hook chro' mere greedineſs and over- 
ſight: while the Mdddcock, flying thro" glade, 
in order to ſeet favourite juices, was en- 
tangled in à net, read acroſs it for that pur- 


poſe: falling each gf them a ſacrifice to: 2 
ns ol ibles, 1c 37 


F. A's LE, XXXVIL 
4 rue Tous and the Gudgeon, 4 "= bY 


Eider an in che monthof May, flood. an- 
- gling on the banks of Thames, with an 
antificial;fly; - He threw. higgbait with ſo much 
art, that a young, Traut was, ruſhing towards it, 
when ſhe vn prevented by her mother. Never, 
faid, ſhe, my child. he top) precipuate, where 
there is a poſhbility.of danger. Take due time 
to conſider before. ypu xiſł an action that maybe 
fatal. 'Mow know you whether yon appearance 
be indged a fly, or the ſnare of an enemy ?—Let 
laws VR IS make = experiment before *. 
M 4 


»iity 


not with ſucceſs, at leaſt with — 3 


* 


108 O Od gt BL=S 
TE WP a fly, he ty probaBIyWil dlude the fiſt 
attack: and then the fecdnd my de made; if 


he had 
no fooher uttered this caution, „chan 4 idgeon 
feizet upob' the'Preterided fly; "Sh4/ bees 
ekample to'the*giftly daughter, ofthe Freak! | 
potfance ber woche ecdnſel d, ge, 


F ouliebad.ns boying® 
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119 ; ibo or ore 7 
110 1 3510 "The Sten, and the ; Sh- Wini Balu! 
8 a Rocker on tejcicing might aſcended 
thro' the air, and bfervedthe ſtream of 
light that diſtinguiſhed his paſſage, he could not 
forbear cülting id his elevat 11 and calling 


upon the, Stars ta, do him. geyerengg . Behold, 
ſaid he, what es multitudes admire the IP 


of Ptrzin; hilft. jous feeble ſparks f li | 
unobſerved; br rarded®® The! 
Heard his ett pty oat with filent indignation: 
che Dog:Star 'orily ouehaled to anſwer! him. 
How weak are they ſaid HN Who value (hel 
ſeves on the vice of po pot Tis true, 
the novelty of thy appe —— 
tet more * — — to vir 
courſe, although indeed & daſting rbiraclę. E 
40 not eſtimate thy importante by the:chppivious 
* of ill- judging e Know thyſelf to-be 
£ g the 
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the uſeleſs Pageat de trail production of 4 
mortal hand. Even while'F leak, thy blare i: 
extingu guiſhed, and thou art ſunk” into Oblivion. 
We, au che 6ther hand, were lighted up by hes 
. 4 Awantage of ern ory: our 
n etiditrefor ever: 
7 ict dd boys - 1H 115 rohem Us 
10 2 rho «Þ" AB LE: XXXIX. 0 
* 114 rt M4 20 G} Ansaat 3% f 1811 10029 J. 1 


5 0% The Former: gd his three Enemies. TOE" 


XN Wolf, à Fon ant a Hare, happened one 
evening tb be Wraging in differetit parts of 
a Farmer's, Their firſt effort was pelt 
ſucceſsful, and lh returned in ſafety to their 
2 deer Kowever: not ſo happy, as to 
be unperceived by the Farmet's watchful eye; 
who, placing ſevetal kinds ol ſnares, made each 
of cheln Nie prifotter xtr che next attempt. He 
firſt 666k the Hare to talk, who confeſſed ſhe had 
eaten u fe türnip-tops, merely to ſatisfy het 
Hunger! beſought him piteouſſy to ſpare her life, 
and promiſed nie ver to enter his grounds again. 
He then accoſted the Fox; who in a fav ning ob- 
ſequious tone, proteſted, that he came into his 
premiſes, thro' no other motive, than pure good- 
will, to reſtrain the Hares and other vermin from 
the plunder of his corn; and that, whatever e 
V might ſay, he had too great a regard, 


both 


both for him and for juſtice, to be in the leaſt 
capable of any diſhoneſt, ation. He laſt of all 
examined the Wolf, what, buſineſs br 
within the purlieus of a Farmeris yatgd... 
Wolf very impudently declared, it w k 

view of deſtroying his lambs, td which he had 
an undoubted right: that the Farmer himſelf Was 
the only. felon, who robbed "the community of 
Wolves of what was meant to be their 5 
food. That this, at leaſt, Was His opinion: and 

what ever fate attended him, he ſhould nat ſcru- 
ple to riſque his life i in the purſuit of his * 
ful Prey. ; | WIG. * ad yo 


1 5 hp 

The Farmer having heard their pleas, deter- 
mined the cauſe in the following manner, The 
Mare, ſaid he, deſerves compaſſion, for the pe- 
nitence he ſhews, and the humble confeſſion he 
has made As for the Fox and Wolf, let ham 
be hanged together; their crimes themſelves alike 
deſerve it, and are equally heightened by the ag- 
gravations of hypocriſy and of impudence, 


- 
5 5 | 4 
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Py T he Snail and the Statue. 


N ue the Medicean Venus was erected in 
a grove, ſacred to beauty and the fine arts. 
Its modeſt attitude, its elegant proportions, aſ- 
ſiſted by the ſituation in which it was placed. 


attrackted/theregard of every delicate obſerver.— 


K Snalle who; had fixed. himſelf beneath the 
moulding of, thapedelial, beheld -with an evil 
* 8 admirgti y — . — 
Watching Hs pportunity, he ſtrove, by trailing 
his filthy fie over —— limb and feature, to 
abliterate thoſe beauties which he could not en- 
dure to hear ſo much applauded. An honeſt 
Linner, however, who obſerved him at his dirty 
Work tqok the freedom to aſſure him, that he 
would infallibly loſe his labour: For although, 
ſaid he, to an injudicious eye, thou mayeſt ſully 
dhe |perſeRions of this finiſhed piece, yet a more 


Accurate/iand cloſe inſpector, will diſcover its 


beauty, thro! all the blemiſhes with which: thou 
bl . . * 

haſt endeayoured to diſguiſe 1... 1034 177) 
"1068 Dig eee V {13 Rur (011 £12: ! BC 

19/440; 211407 1563 eee e nate, 
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FiA BL E XLI.“ „ 
Us Tae Water. fall. * 


[ROM che head of a narrow yy 
wholly overſhaded by the growtkchf trees, 


8 % Is, * 


large Caſcade'burſts:forth with a lineutiunce uth 
expected. Firſt' the current ruſhes Gown! apt 
| oftyy "then-taſhed 
from rock to rock, ànd divided à8 fd rolls o 


cipice with headlong”impet 


by fragments of ſtones or trunks! ots it 
Alves a milk-White appearance} und Sparks 
thro) the gloem! All ie iatrreddy; Allee Brefu- 
Ron: and the tide, however ample uppëurs yet 


more etnſiderable by the fantaſtic growth of togts 


that Hide the-limits of its channel. Fas bound. 
ing down from one: deſcent to another, it nb 


ſooneb gains the level, thaw it ifinlls Beneath tte 


earth und hhries alFitsiglory at duft. b 


et eee wor 9479 w0hibrini noe od hi 


A ſpedator privy'ts'theTeiny ſoinderifich 
furniſned out this: grand \sppetirance;"to54d''dtte 
day in a mufing poſture n Bega t motalice 
on its prodigality! Ah filly ſttearm Ic fad he wity 
wilt thou haſten to exhauſt thy ſource, and thus 
wilfully incur the contempt that waits on pover- 
ty& Art thou ignorant that thy funds are by no 


means equal to this expence? Fear not, my kind 
- adviſer, 


on 
* 


1 


* 


* 
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adviſer, re n generous Caſcadey the gra- 


titude I oM my maſter, ho collected my rills 
into a team, induces me to entertain his friends 
in the bet manner I's am . when r I 1 


but ** t tn 
mol q N 
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Sycamore grew. befide an Oak; * being 

not à little elevated by the firſt warm days 
in . began to ſhoot forth his leaves apace, 
and to deſpiſe the naked Oak for inſenfubility, and 
want of bin. The Oak, conſcious of its ſupe- 
_ rior nature; a this philoſophical xeply, Be 
not, my friend, ſo much delighted with the firſt 
addreſs, of every fickle zephyr: conſider the froſts 
may yet return: and if thou coveteſt an equalſhare 
with me in all the glories of the riſing year, do 
not afford them an opportunity to mip thy beau- 
ties in their bud. As for myſelſ, J only wait to 
ſee this genial warmth a little confirmed: and, 
whenever this is the caſe, I ſhall perhaps diſplay 
a majeſty. that will not eaſily be ſhaken, But the 
tree that appears too ſuddenly affected by the firſt 
favourable glance of fpring, will ever be the firſt 
to ſhed its yerdure, and to —_ beneath the 
ra winter. | 4 
Ly FABLE 
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FABLE Nur oy 
The Wolf and the Shapherd's Dex. 2 


A Wolf ranging over the foreſt, came os 
the borders of a ſheep-walk ; when mee 


with the Shepherd's Dog, that with a ſurly 2 12 
of growl, demanded his buſineſs there, he thought | 


proper to put on as innocent an appearance as 


he could, and proteſted upon his honour, that 
he meant not the leaſt offence. I am afraid, 
ſaid the Dog, the pledge of your honour is but a 
poor depoſite for your honeſty : you mult not take 
it amiſs, if I object to the Security, No ſlur upon 
my reputation, replied the Wolf, I beg of you. 
My ſenſe of honour 1s as delicate, as my great 
atchievements are renowned. I would not leave 
a ſtain upon my memory for the world. The 
fame of what are commonly called great atchieve- 
ments is very precious, to be ſure, returned the 
Dog; almoſt equal to the character of an excel- 
lent butcher, a gallant highwayman, or an ex- 
pert aſſaſſin. While the Dog was yet ſpeaking, 
a lamb happened to ſtray within reach of our 
hero. The temptation was ſtronger than he was 
able to reſiſt: He ſprung upon his prey, and was 
ſcouring haſtily away with it. However, tlie 
Dog ſeized and held him, till the arrival of the 

Shepherd, 


* 


* 
'% % 
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Shepherd, 2 e for his execution. 
Juſt as he was going to diſpatch him; I obſerve, 
ſays th that one of your noble atchicve- 


menit is the deſtruction of the innocent. Vou are 
wel cee to the renown, as you are alſo to the re- 
ward of it. As for me, I ſhall prefer the credit 
of having koneſtly defended my maſter's property, 
to any fame 18 have * 7 2 by thus heroically 
eating it. . 


FABLE XTIV. 


The Muſhroom and the Acorn. 


A Acorm fell from the top of an old vener- 
able Oak füll on the head of a Muſhroom 
that unhappily ſprung up beneath it. Wounded 
by the blow, the Muſhroom complained of the 
incivility. Impertinent upſtart, replied the Acorn, 
why didh thou, with familiar boldneſs, approach 
ſo near to thy fuperiors? ſhall the wretched off. 
ſpring of a dunghill preſume to raiſe its head; 
on a ſpot ennobled by my anceſtors for ſo many * 
generations? I do not mean, returned the Muſn- 
room, to diſpute the honour of thy birth, or to 

ut my own in competition with it. On the 
contrary, I muſt acknowledge that I hardly know 
froniwhenceT ſprung. But ſure tis merit, and not 
mere anceſtry, that obtains the regard of t 

who 
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whoſe #pprobation is truly I have little 

perhaps to boaſt,” — ſurely thou — ſt thus 
inſulted me, canſt have no pretence to Bbaſt any! 

I pleaſe the palates of mankind, and give agoig- 
nant flavour to their moſt elegant 4 
while thou, with all theo pride of aby anseilcy. | 
art fit eaſy to fatten Hog. 


F A B I E XL... with ; 


| Wiſdom and Selfyinefs. | 

8 Wiſdom, in the form of a beautiful young 
lady, was travelling along the tbad, it hap- 
pened on a time, that ſhe was henighted and 
loſt her way. She had not however wandered 
far, when perceiving a light glimmer from a win- 
dow at ſome diſtance, ſnhe endeavoured to direct 
her ſteps towards the houſe where it appeared: 
This proved to be no other, than the miſerable 
abode of Stlfiſkneſs; who; beneath the ſemblance 
of a churliſh and cloſe-fſted' peaſant, had long 
taken up his reſidence in this loneſome habita- 
tion. She knocked at the door, to enquire her | 
ways The Lout opened it with caution; 
being immediately ſtruck with-thempcomman 
luſtre of ſo fine a figure, he found his appetite 
awake, and became impatient for the gc- 
tion of it. Wiſdom, on the other Band, feeling 


an 


5 
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anutterdet katieg r him would have willingly 
withdrawn f; but alas! it was too late. He 
took advantage of herdiſtreſs, ſeized, and forced 
her agghas bed. Nine months afterwards ſhe was 
eee. ſallow:faced imp, unto 
m ue neyer could be induced to ſhew any 
* 19m of natural affection. She would not even 
own him for her proper offspring; and he Was 
put into the hands of Dullneſs, to be nurſed and 
educated at herdiſcretion. As he arrived to years 
of maturity, he was known by the name of Cun- 
ning, Somefaintzeſemblance which he bore of his 
Mother, proche him a degree of reſpe& among 
perſons, of mall (diſcernment; and he ſhewed 
ſomewhat of h addreſs in regard to the means ö 
by which he gained his ends; but he had ſo much 
of the Father, as never to extend his aims to any 
truly noble or ſocial een. wr 
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fa ; 10 The Toad and the Gold-fiſh. 
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S8 Gold-hiſh, newly brought from the warm 
regions of the eaſt. diſplayed, his 8 
in + the fun; a, Toad, who had long eyed hi 
with no ſmall. degree of envy, broke out into 


this enclamation. How partial and how fan- 
taſtic is * favour of mankind! regardleſs, of 
414A N every 
» 
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every "Excellency that is obhibus and familiar; 
and only ſtruck with what is ported form a 


diſtant climate at a large expence! What #pom- 
pous baſon is here conſtructed, and hat tre 


fondneſs is here ſhewn, for this enen | 
ſtranger! While a quadrupede of my importante 


is neglected, ſhunned, and even perſecuted; Surely 


were I to appear in China, I ſhould receive the 


ſame, or perhaps greater honours, than are la- 
viſhed here upon this tinſel 3 328 


The Gold-fiſh, eonſcious i his teal: beauty, 
and ſomewhat angry to be thus infulted by ſo 


very unſightly and deformed a creature, made 


this rational reply. It muſt he confeſſed, that 
the opinions of men, are ſometimes guided by 
the caprice you mention. Vet, as for me and 


the reſt of my tribe, it is well known that if we 


are admired in England, we are not leſs admired 
at home: being there eſteemed by the greateſt 


mandarins, fed by tated officers, and lodged in 


baſons as ſuperb as any your nation has to boaſt. 
Perhaps then, notwithſtanding your ſage remark, 
there are ſome virtues and ſome qualities that 
pleaſe or diſguſt almoſt univerſally; and-as inno- 
cence joined to beauty ſeldom fails to [procure 
eſteem, ſo malice added to We Wo wi . as 


general a deteſtation. 
f A BL * 
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4 ? Dottain Hora had ſcooped "ary hn 
Tummit of a lofty mountain, from whence 
he had an opportunity of ſurveying a large ex- 
tent both of {ea and land. He fate: one evening, 
contemplating with pleaſure on the objects chat 
lay diffuſed, before him. The woods were dxeſt 
in the brighteſt verdure;; the [thickets adorned 
with the ga oms-i The birds caroled be- 
neath the Branches : dhe lambs frolicked 
the meads 3 hiſtled ſbeſide his team; 
and the ſhips Ariving by the gentle gales were 
returning ſafely: into their proper harbours. In 
ſhort, the arrival of ſpring had doubly enlivened 
the whole ſceue befure his eye; and every object 
yielded a diſplay either of beauty or of ne b 


On a Kiddehidedie a Violent form. The wind? 

' muſtered all their fury, and whole foreſts of oak * 
lay ſcattered on the groutid. Darkneſs inſtantly / 
ſucceeded; hail-ftones and Winne forth 
in cataracts, 2 hghtning. dap ry Ny 
horror to the e gloom. IA bu e 
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And now the ſea piled up in mountains bore 
aloft the laigeſiivellels 1 | while the horrid uproar 
of its waves drowned thę ſhrieks of the wretched 
mariners. When the whole tempeſt had exhauſted. 
its fury, it was 6h HA ee = the ſhock 
of an OY. er 0PM 6) +: 1G 13 1D * 

598 9a KEE A (Cf) * 7; "til Oat Ho $16 75 

The poor inibihhntb of the beighbouridgeth . 
. flocked in crowds to our Hermit s cave; re- 
ligiouſty hoping, that his welllknown ſanctity 
'would be able to ptoteti them in their diſtreſs, 
They were, however, not a littlefurpriſed at the 
profound trahquitity-that 'appeared in his coun- 
tenance. + Myifriends, ſaid he, be not diſmayed. 
Terrible to me, as well as to you, i Would: have been 
the war of elements | we chave juſt beheld! but 
that I have meditated with! ſo much attention 
on the various worksidf !Provideence; as to be 
perſuaded that his goodneſs is equal to his power”, 
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„Bas a . m_ he. Dove, ! no 03193163) v 8 
| Dove tharhad a mate and 


young ones. ap- 
'4 pening to ſpy her cage dd oſopen, was driven 
by a ſudden impulſe to fly out into an adjacent 
grove. There, perched upon the bough of a 
ſycamore, ſhe ſate as it were wrapt in deep con- 
1 * lation 


1 


* 


templation; not tecovering from her teverie, un- 
til the owner drew nigh unſeen,” and nb 
ner ack to her little family. | Fi 
"OV 

A thou not aſhamed then, fays her ma, 
thus to deſert .thy helpleſs offspring? Art thou 
not baſe to abandon me, for the company of birds 
to whom thou art a firaiger? Could I have har- 
boured ſuch a thought? I, who have been ever 
conſtant to our firſt engagement; and muſt have 
died of mere deſpair, hadſt thou not returned to 
my embraces ? But how, alas, returned! Not, as 
it ſeems by choice; but enſnared by dint af arti- 
fice, and brought n conſtraint. 4 


401 5 * x 

Have patience, repiliad: the rainblee, and hear 
the plea of thy repentant mate. Witneſs all ye 
powers of wedlock, ye that know! what paſſes in 
the hearts of Doves, if ever, before this unhappy 
moment, I felt a wiſh to part from thee ! The 
door ſo ſeldom open, allowed but one moment | 
for deliberation, and I happened to decide amiſs: 
When removed to yonder wood, the air of li- 
berty breathed ſo very ſweet, that, with horror 
I ſpeak it, I felt a ſuſpenſe about returning to 
the cage. Pardon, I pray thee, this one crime, 
and be well aſſured I will never repeat it. And 
that tba may'ſt be the more induced to pardon 
| N 3 me, 


* 
o 
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me, know that the love of Ubeny buſes ever the 
ſtrongeſt, in boſoms that are moſt open os 
jugal aſſection and the love of young. 
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FABLE XIX was 
The Nightingaly and Bullfinch, 1 


A Nightingale and à Bullfnch nie two. - 
cages in the ſame appartment. The Nightin« - 
gale perpetually varied her ſong, and every effort 
ſhe made, afforded i freſh entertainment. The 
Bullfinch always whiſtled the ſame'dull tune that 
he had learnt, till all the family grew weary of 
the diſguſtful repetition: What is the reaſon, 
ſaid the Bullfinch one day to hisneighbour, that 
your ſongs are always heard with peculiar atten- 
tion, while mine, I obſerve, are almoſt as wholly 
diſregarded? The reaſon, replied the Nightin- 
gale, is obvious; your audience are ſufficiently 
» , acquainted with every note you have been taught, 
and they know your natural abilities too well, 
to expect any thing new from that quarter. How 
then can you ſuppoſe they will liſten to a ſong- 
ſter from whom nothing native or original is to 
be expected? _— $7 
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| FABLE I. 
\* Tu Fighting Cocks and the Turkey. 


2 the genuine dame broed. met 
by thance upon the conhnes of their reſpec. 
tive walks. To ſuch great and heroic ſouls, the 
ſmalleſt matter imaginable affords occaſion for 
diſpute. They approached each other with pride 
and indignation; they looked defiance; they 
crow a challenge and immediately commences a 
long and bloody battle. It was fought on both 
fides with ſo. much courage and dexterity; they 
gave and they received-{uch deep and deſperate 


wounds; that ey both lay down upon the tur 


utterly ſpent, blinded, and diſabled. While this 
was their ſituation, a Turkey that had been a 


ſpectator of all that paſſed between them, drew® 


near to the field of hattle, and reproved them in 


this manner. How foohſh and abſurd has been ö 


your quarrel, my good neighbours! A more ridi- 


culous one could ſcarce have happened, amongſt 
the moſt. contentious of all creatures, men. 
Becauſe you have crowed perhaps in each other's 


hearing, or one gf you have picked up a grain 


of corn uponſhe territories of his rival, you have 


both bandered yourſelves miſerable for the re- 


1 of your days. 
N 4 FABLE 


FF 
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FABLE II. 


The King-fiſher and the Sharrow, 


A a King-fiſher was litting beneathi the ſhade, 
upon the banks of a river; ſhewastappriſed. -- 
on a ſudden by the fluttering of a Sparrow, that ; 

had eloped from the neighbouring town, to vi. 
ſit her. When the firſt compliments were over, 

+ How 1s it poſſible, ſaid the Sparrow, that 1 

bird ſo finely adorned, can think of ſpending 

all her days in the very depth retirement ! The 

golden plumage of your breaſti g ſuining azure 

of your pinions, were never gien you to be 

- concealed, but to attract the wonder of beholders. 

Why then ſhould you not endeavour'to know 

| the world, and be, at the ſame time, yourſelf, 

both known and admired? You are very com- 

plaiſant at leaſt, replied the King-fiſher, to con- 

clude that my being admired, would be the conſe- 

Auence of my being known. But it has ſometimes 
been my lot, in the loneſome valleys that I free 


quent, to hear the complaints ofiieauty that has 0 
been neglected; and of wortk that has been de- 


fpiſed. Poſſibly it does not always happen, that 
even ſuperior excellence is found to 8 
tion, or obtain encouragement. Þ 
8 not to build my A natiiy upon — opi- 


nion 


6 


" 
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nion of otters, much as upon my own ſelf- 


conviction, 'and the approbation of my own 
heart, Remember, I am a'King-fiſher; theſe 


woods and ftreams are my delight; and ſo long 


are free from winds and tempeſts, believe 


of the world, which I find ſo little agreeable to. 
my native diſpoſition ? It may be the joy of a 
Sparrow to indulg is aue * and to diſplay 
his eloquence. Silence, pri- 
vacy, and Contempt at every- 
one ſhould is temper, 
before he <hules hk f 0 en he ex- 


Pecs to meet Miih 


| Ferrera — 


; "thy with ho- 
7 8 bag with poiſon. 


periori — 8 
it, . 45 a e 


collef nothing but poiſoh frpm the 4 


ne, I. ectly content with my ſituation. 
Wn therefore ſhould I court the noiſe and buſtle 


IT | 


plant, 


* * 


- 
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plant, that ſupplies thee with kmey My Pains 
and induſtry are not leſs than thine; in thoſe 
reſpects, we are each indefatigable. It proceeds 
only, replied the Bee, from the different dino 
htion of our nature: mine gives a pleakngy 

vour to every thing I touch ; whereas A 
verts it to poiſon, what er 2 25 
uad been the Ronny: ? | 
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FAB LE E 


The Fox anc the Swallow. * 


preſent evil does not tend to introduce a g 
FABLE VII. 
The Fox and the Raven 

Wherever flattery gains admiſſion, it ſeems to * * 

common ſenſe. 
F A 5 L E VII. * 
The Fox and the Stork. 

We ſhould 4 refled, before us rally IT whe- 

ther we can bear the Jeſt retorted. 
FAB LE Vi. 
The Daw with borrowed Feathers. 

To aim at figure by the means either of borrowed wit, 
or borrowed money, generally ſubjefs * 1 to 
tenfold ridicule, | 

FABLE IX. 
The Wolf and the Lamb. 

T hey who do not feel the ſentiments * FS wilt 
dom liſten to the * of 1 7 N 

FABLE | 
The Mountain in' . „ | 


To raiſe uncommon dm an ordinary 
event ridiculous, N | 


'F A B L E XI. 
The Boys and the Frogs. 
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x of another's peace and happineſs. . 1 
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FABLE XII. 
> The Lark and het Voung-ones. 
We ſhould rely principally upon our own Aer, in 
A matters that, concern ourſelues alone. N 
e e ee F A DLS „ 


& Stag drinking” 
We often make sf eſtimate in breferring our orna- 


mental talwnta'to-our uſeful owes. i! | 
ene % I N B I. Dev Was 4 
The Weallow and other Birds, 3s hes 


Some will e lo no convition, ut what they derive 
from fuat le ee 
5 om 5 A vr E XV. Nn 


V4 Ke T4 10 © " 
The Aſs and the, Lap- dog. 
The a necommand ae by a behaviour 
_ foreign te ur choradler, is hein and,nidigulaus. | 
We ABLE: XVI. IIa e 
Thd bn and the Mouſe. 
We may eee of bur inſeriors; and 


N 


olly incapable of returning an obligation 


uſt. and cruel. ta naiſo ourſelves mirth, at the 


* 


10 n tonſider the meaneſt among them 


F A B L E 
The Wolf and W * 
Tit the utmoſt extent f ſome men's 2 2 
rn TT , 

FAB L E. XVIII. 5 

The Country- man and the . N a, q 

To confer either power upon the miſchievous, je x 
vours on the ei is a * - ERes of our 
benevolence. 
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F A B b E. 
The Dog and the 3 Vn 
An over-greedy diſpeſition often . us to loſe what 
we already poſſeſs. | 
„ B. 4 E 
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| The Sun and che Wind. * 
Gentle means, on, many ocgafions, are more re effeiual 
than ey ones. 
"FABLE XII. | 
The Wolf and the "Maſtiff 
A mere competence with liberty; "is Ten to ſer- 
vitude amid the greateſt affluence.” 
F ABLE XXII. 
Fortune and the Scho 
We are 7 — e. 2 foe a, in 


** I 
N | 


he; 
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"FAB LE XXIII. 


The Frog and the Ox. 


maine to vie with o our Faperiors, in regard '®. 
_. Y outward figure, rather than inward accom iſle 


"I ment, is often the cauſe of utter ruin. 
ner XXIV, 
8 WE The Lion and other Beaſts hunting. TY | Ih 
An aſſociation with too 2 allies ä „ 

Prudent. i 
BABE XXV. 9 
0 ue Ant andthe gerte 
dene urguired by induſtry is preferable to 1 


-*% bh 


the moſt ſplended ſtate of vaſſalage. 
AB L E XXVI. | 
me Beir did the two Fridkits, * | 
c ate incapable of true frinqu | 
| "FABLE XXVII. : 3 
The Bull and the Gnat. | þ | 
The leaſt conſiderable of all mankind « are re ſeldom deſti- "il 
_ tute of ſelf importance. 3 6 
FABLE XXVII 8 
{*The Waſp and the Bees. | F \ 
lly to urrogute works to ourſelves Lag * toe 0 
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y no means capable, 


"Tis 
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Yo 
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FAB LE XXIX. 
The Old Man and Death. 


Alen under calamity may ſeem to wiſh for eh, "__ 
| 4, they ſeldom bid him welcome when 4 n. them in * 


the face. "i * 2 
FABLE XXX,” "BEE". 18 
The Court and the Country- Mouſe. + +. ; 
Poverty with peace is ae, tie raue Mu- 5 . 9 
ence amidft anxits ). OY 
AM A&B IL E XXX. oe NS ES bing 
The Fox and the Goat. . | 
When we are going to encounter diffiewtties, we ſhould 
depend more upon our un than 0 "ne 
ance of our neighbours. .. n 60 8 
FABLE XXVXI. 
The Farmer, the Cranes, and the Stork. 
T hey who keep. bad company myſt often expet to aller g 
for the m iſbehaviour of their companions. | 
FABLE XXXIIL 
The Oak and the : Willow. 


T he courage of meeting death i in an honourable cauſe, | 
is more commendable, than any adartſs or artifice 
we * evade it. 

The — wy the Filberts, r 

The ſureſt way to gain our ends is to moderate our defires. 


. 
®* PABLE XXXV. 

The Satyr aud the Traveller 
ſh mediately decline all commerce with a her-. 

we find to be a double-dealer. „ | 
GABLE WINE. i. 

870 "> TheHorle and the Stag. | ; 
11 D ſweet, tis too dear a 2 A 4 | 
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A 1 


Little minds lj 7 
gained over” | | 
* thrown of * guard againſt a ſudden change of | 
1 5 ABLE XXXIX. — 
rg 1 The Miſer and his Treaſure. * 9 
1 th wor perk nds oh 3 * han | 
— real value. | 


Minerva's Ove. . * = 


Wr al may determine, the ſtanding value of « 
it in proportion to their uſe. 
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The Mimick and the Countryman. 


+  partiality 
 FABLE' XII E wil 2 1 
The Dog and the Crocodile. Ro A | N. 


Tis ever dangerous to hap e on m 
of a bad charafter. INES 


FABLE Sul” -» i 
3» | * * | 
N. The Wolf in d A 


There would be little chance of Wt 
it not always addicted to over- Ai 


FABLE aw; -- — 
The Bee and the Spiger. 
Neither ingenuity nor learning are intitled to regard 
1 but in proportion as they ann 125 
ASE. vi al” 
FABLE XLV ©; -» a 
The Aſs and his Maſter. 1 * x 
Avarice often miſſes its point, thro' the means it uſes to | 
e it. 
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FABLE XLVI. 
The Cock and the Fox. 
To retort the artifice employed againſt us i 


able part of ſelf-defence. 


The 3 

imat F 
| F 4 ABLE XI VIII. 

Tb. Farmet and the Stag. 

4 the thanks that are due to a civility, while 
fender nn undermine the value 
Wd 
B IL. . XLIX. 

e Tyger, dhe rr 


3 


* ok ” The Snake and bi Da 
b "Tis is very imprudent to join intereſtt with thoſe who are 
able to impoſe upon us their own condit 
FABLE, Ln. © * 
The Trumpeter. 
enter SY thiſchief i is at leaſt as culpable as he 
Md puts it in — 


O 2 
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Vice and Fortune. 

Fortune, without the concurrence of vice, cal 
tually deſtroy our happineſs : whereas vic 

the help of fortune, can _ | 


7 

laſt extremity, 0 4 
F A BLE IW. 2 

The Bear and the * 2 


'T were more prudent to acquie/ce E. 3 : ; 
a ſingle perſon, than by an act of vengeance to 8 
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The Miller, his Son, and their Aſ 6. 
TIS better to purſue A. Ne e 6. 
ſon, than attempt to pleaſe all mankind. 
* rn 
| The Sorcereſs. 
T here are numbers of people who would nh the 
world ll he NE 
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5 . Tie Mi andthe Bramble. | 

We hou! 'patience a ſmall evil, when it is 
DR Wd 

vo ABLE VI. 

if ry Falcon and the Hen. 


8 — | 


4 $ 3 IF fp ABL E. vn. 
* The Travellers and the Money- bag. 
cannot reaſonably expeA thoſe to bear a part in our 
1 2 whom e W in our 
proſperity. yr 
F A B L E VIII. 

The diſcontented Aſs. 
"its diminiſh the happingſs of life, by under- 

valuing all that . Perfection. 
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AP ue Bvttdifly and the Re. 5 
8 We exclaim th og! eee in ane 2 
0 to anne A | 8 


Ip "FABLE M.. 2 
The Tortoiſe and the #W6 Ducks. 
Curioſity often excites thoſe people * "PP 41 
takings, whom vanity and W total l 
— ha ; * 
FABLE XII. . 13 
En. The Cat and the old Rat an e 
RLRaeßeated inſtances of artifice create a foſpicion, eſs 
our guard againſt it. fp . . 8 
 F ABLE Nm. OT ag 1 
The Country Maid and her Milk-paiil. 
When we dwell much on diſtant and chimerical advan- 
tages; we negled our preſent bufingſs, and are ex- 
pPoſed to real misfortunes, 
FASL EE XV.” . 
The Cormorant and the Fiſhes. * 4 
Tis extreme folly to aſk advice of an intereſted adviſer. 
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XV. | | 


The 2 and the Acorn. 
5 the exiſtence of @ deity, yrs 1 ge 


. | 4 * ABLE XVI, "if; 
1 | fa 'Th& Lynx and ih Mole. 8 
4 | A [a0 uſe Mit talents that are: „And are moſt 
WH able Wer ſpecies; ined of diffbraging thoſe 
4 | WY „ bs „„ 


dA 5 AB I. E XVII. 
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